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MASERU– Parliament’s 
decision to rename 
major national roads 

after current and past premiers 
has attracted mixed reactions 
from Basotho, with some saying 
no politician deserves such an 
honour since they all tend to 
disappoint the electorate once 
they get power.

Since gaining independence 
from Britain in 1966, Lesotho has 
had five prime ministers; the first 
one being Morena Sekhonyana 
Nehemia ‘Maseribane who 
was succeeded by Morena 
Leabua Jonathan before Dr 
Ntsu Mokhehle took over from 
the military rule in 1993, to 
be succeeded by Dr Pakalitha 
Mosisili in 1998 before current 
premier Dr Motsoahae Thabane 
took over in 2012 and 2017.

‘Don’t name roads after politicians’
. . . Basotho speak on the proposed renaming of  major roads

Instead, chiefs and other 
apolitical figures who have 
made genuine sacrifices for this 
kingdom are the only ones that 
merit such an honour, some 
Basotho have said.

One ’Mats’epo Tsiane, a 
Maseru resident, told the media 
this week she does not like the 
idea of naming major roads after 
the politicians who “only push 
their personal agenda and not 
those of the people who have 
elected them to power”.

Tsiane suggested that the 
roads be named after prominent 
chiefs and people like ‘Mantsopa, 
Mohlomi, Makoanyane and 
‘Mants’ebo who she believed to 
have played selfless and pivotal 
roles in the making of modern 
Lesotho.

The National Assembly 

last week adopted a motion 
proposed by ‘Mapulumo Hlao 
urging the government to assign 
new names to the Main North I 
and Main South I Roads, which 
should be named after former 
prime ministers, Morena Leabua 
Jonathan and Dr Ntsu Mokhehle, 
respectively.

Member of Parliament for 
Mosalemane, Tsoinyane Rapapa 
had moved that after the word 
“respectively” Parliament adds 
“and also that the Quthing to 
Qacha’s Nek as well as the Mpiti to 
Sehlabathebe and the Marakabei 
to Monots’a Roads be named after 
Morena Nehemia ’Maseribane as 
well as Dr Pakalitha Mosisili and 
Dr Motsoahae Thabane and the 
house adopted the motion”.

However, several Basotho 
welcomed this proposal.

Tlalane Tsunyane, another 
Maseru resident, said she 
welcomed the decision, which she 
said was a good idea for children 
to know the role played by former 
and current prime ministers and 
other prominent personalities in 
the country.

On the other hand, she 
questioned the criteria used to 
determine which road should be 
named after a particular Prime 
Minister since some have been 
given popular roads which are 
busy while others will be named 
after roads in remote areas.

On the whole she said she did 
not have a problem of the idea, 
which she believed will help next 
generations appreciate where the 
country is coming from.

Mr Sepolo Mofelehetsi also 
supports the decision which in 
his view will help the present 
generation to know their history.

“Our children will even have 
more interest if they see the names 
of our former Prime Ministers on 
a regular basis which would lead 
to always remember the role these 
politicians have played for the 
country to be where it is today,” 
he stressed.

He advised  the government to 
put in place a proper engagement 
process with the community to 
educate them about political 
tolerance and importance of 
the nation’s heritage to ensure 
members of the public would not 
vandalise such monuments as has 
been the case often.

Mofelehetsi suggested the 
government could engage a 
Private Public Partnership (PPP) 
initiative for the exercise to save 
costs since Treasury is cash-
strapped.

Parliamentarian Mrs Hlao 
had said it was improper that 
the former Prime Ministers could 
be honoured by other countries 
like South Africa while Lesotho 
is doing absolutely nothing to 
honour her own heroes and 
heroines.

Instead, she had noted in 
parliament, Lesotho has roads 
named after foreigners like Mpilo, 
Kofi Annan, Sir Seretse Khama, 
Nelson Mandela and Pope John 
Paul, among others.

Deputy Minister of Home 
Affairs, Machesetsa Mofomobe 
had also weighed in on the matter. 

He said Basotho have “self-
hatred” and do not have political 
tolerance unlike in other countries 
like South Africa, Botswana 
and Mozambique where roads 
have been named after their own 
former leaders. 

– Staff Reporter/LENA

Former Prime Minister, Morena Leabua Jonathan

Former Prime Minister, Dr Ntsu Mokhehle

Honourable Prime Minister Dr Motsoahae Thabane (left) and former 
Prime Minister Dr Pakalitha Bethuel Mosisili (right)
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. . . Mochoboroane calls for separate anti-graft court

MATHATISI SEBUSI

MASERU - Lesotho 
is experiencing an 
alarming rate of 

maternal mortality in spite of 
the country’s efforts to bring the 
situation under control, a UNFPA 
official has shown. 

Esperance Fundira made 
the revelation earlier this week, 
during the launch of the state of 
the world population report 2019. 

Fundira was, however, 
quick to show that a lot has 
been achieved since 1969 when 
UNFPA began operating as the 
first United Nations agency to 
address population growth and 
reproductive health needs. 

“But despite the gains made 
over the past 50 years, since the 
establishment of UNFPA, the UN 
sexual and reproductive health 
agency, the world still has a long 
way to go before rights and choices 
are claimed by all.

“On the journey towards rights 
and choices, women and girls have 
faced social and economic barriers 
every step of the way. 

“Looking forward, some 
old problems remain, and other 
new challenges are emerging. 
Reproductive rights are still out 
of reach for too many women and 

Concern over Lesotho’s 
maternal mortality rate

other groups furthest behind such 
as adolescent girls, people with 
disabilities, the LGBTI and the 
rural and urban poor women. 

“There are still barriers 
such as low-quality care, 
insufficient facilities and 
supplies, discriminatory laws and 
dismissive treatment by service 
providers that still prevent women 
and girls from accessing Sexual 
Reproductive Health Rights 
services,” she said.

Fundira also showed that 
of equally great concern is the 
high HIV infections among 
young people, high early and 
unintended pregnancies, and 
harmful practices including child 
marriages, unmet need for family 
planning, and gender-based 
violence, including in drought 
situations. 

All these, she said, call for 
concerted efforts to improve the 
lives of Basotho including the 
most marginalised in rural areas. 

“The country should 
accelerate the implementation 
of all relevant policies and 
programmes and capitalise on 
the existing gains to overcome 
obstacles and embrace a better 
future for people of Lesotho, 
including the one envisioned in 
the 2030 Agenda, by continuing 

to act on the commitment the 
government of Lesotho made in 
Cairo in 1994,” she noted. 

“The Nairobi Summit on 
ICPD25: Accelerating the 
promise, will be fora to discuss 
and agree on actions to accelerate 
the implementation of the ICPD 
Programme of Action, which is 
critical to achieving the United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) by 2030. Lesotho 
will therefore be invited to 
participate in this important 
summit.

“For all of us in Lesotho, let us 
remember, the struggle for rights 
and choice is an ongoing one, 
therefore let us all work together to 
strengthen accountability, pursue 
opportunities, be prepared, build 
resilience and right institutions 
and partnerships to ensuring 
rights and choices for ALL,” she 
noted.

Mokoto Hloaele, speaking 
on behalf of the Minister of 
Development Planning, said 
since 1994 Lesotho has made 
remarkable progress in the area of 
family planning and has also been 
producing progress reports since 
1999.

Hloaele said while substantial 
progress has been made, there is 
still a lot of work to be done to 

enable those left behind to receive 
their sexual and reproductive 
rights.

He said the choices that 
people make can change the world, 
adding: “If women and girls could 
be allowed to choose the number, 
timing and spacing of their 
children many countries would 
experience economic wealth”.

The reproductive health 
definition he said refers to rights 
of men and women to be informed 
and to safe, effective, affordable 
and acceptable methods of family 
planning of their choice as well as 
other methods of their choice for 
regulation of fidelity which are not 
against the law. 

The state of the world 
population report 2019 shows 
that the average number of births 
per woman used to be 4.8 in 1969 
compared to 2.9 in 1994 and 2.5 
today.  It shows that fertility rate 
in the least developed countries 
dropped from 6.8 in 1969, to 5.6 
in 1994 and 3.9 in 2019; and the 
number of women who died from 
pregnancy-related causes has 
decreased from 369 per 100,000 
live births in1994, to 216 in 2015. 

In addition, the report shows 
that 24 percent of women used 
modern contraceptives in 1969, 
compared to 52 percent in 1994 
and 58 percent in 2019. It states 
that the global reproductive rights 
movement that began in the 1960s 
transformed the lives of hundreds 
of millions of women, empowering 
them to govern their own bodies 
and shape their own futures. 

It also reveals that efforts of 
reproductive rights movements 
have dramatically reduced the 
number of unintended pregnancies 
and maternal deaths, and have 
cleared the way for healthier, 
more productive lives for untold 
millions.

The report reveals that efforts 
of reproductive rights movements 
have dramatically reduced the 
number of unintended pregnancies 
and maternal deaths, and have 
cleared the way for healthier, 
more productive lives for untold 
millions. “The unmet need for 
family planning has dropped 
by 5% from 23% to 18%. The 
Contraceptive Prevalence Rate 
(CPR) increased by 13% from 47% 
to 60%. 

“There has been a reduction 
of maternal deaths from 1055/100 
000 live births to 1024/100 000 
livebirths (LDHS, 2009 and 2014 
respectively) and the Population 
Household Census 2016 shows 
618/100 000 live births. “In 
addition, skilled birth attendant 
has also increased from 55% to 
78% while facility-based deliveries 
increased from 52% to 77% 
(LDHS, 2014),” reads the report.

Mokoto Hloaele
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MASERU - Tough market 
conditions for sandstone 
products coupled with 

fierce competition from people 
operating without legitimate 
mining documents are just some 
of the challenges facing the 
Sandstone Mining Companies 
in Lekokoaneng, Berea about 33 
kilometres north of Maseru.

The companies are also 
buffeted by cable thefts, a 
particular hazard on mine sites 
due to the potential health and 
safety implications, especially for 
workers.

Cable theft also has a negative 
impact on the mines’ maintenance 
budget.

These challenges were 
listed by the Managing Director 
of Lekokoaneng Sandstone, 
Nephtally Makoko during a visit 
at the mine by the Mining Minister 
Keketso Sello last week.

Sello said the objective of the 
visit was “a pure work inspection 
with an exclusive element of open 
interaction to share progress, 
achievements, challenges and 
creating the means of an open 
dialogue to iron out all deterrents 
hampering their business growth”.

Unlike the diamonds mining, 
the sandstone mining is dominated 
by indigenous investors.

Makoko told Sello that the 
sandstone miners were faced with 
a common challenge of negative 
stigma attached to building with 
sandstone.

“There are a number of 
setbacks that impact progress in 
the sector. There is not enough 
market mainly because of the 
negative perception that building a 
house with sandstone is only meant 
for the poor.”

He said because of this 

Woes buffet Lekokoaneng 
sandstone miners

perception, many people had 
resorted to buying expensive bricks 
to dissociate themselves from the 
poor.

“The same perception is the 
one that has disadvantaged us 
because as many of our local 
clients have resorted to building 
with expensive bricks. We strongly 
like to nullify that perception and 
therefore plead with Basotho to 
support our businesses so that we 
can grow,” Makoko added.

According to the statement by 
the ministry of mining, roadside 
artists were also invited to submit 
the challenges in-person to the 
minister. On behalf, of the artists, 
Matobako Hlephole told Sello 
that they were terrified by the past 
experiences they had with former 
mining ministers. 

“As a starving and unemployed 
Mosotho man, I am personally 

honored to welcome you to our 
village Minister. But on the business 
side, we are frightened because we 
do not know whether you are here 
to chase us away or you are here to 
support us. Please explain yourself 
minister,” Hlephole said.

Apparently there had been 
incidents in the past where miners 
were threatened with eviction, 
as a result, miners were always 
frightened any time a minister 
visited the mining site.

“During that time, we felt lost 
in our own country and it was sad 
because we were not even troubling 
such governments to give us jobs. 
All we want here is the support 
from the authorities to capacitate 
us with skills and resources in 
order to boost our natural talent 
which has enough potential to 
create employment in the country,” 
Hlephole added.

In his remarks, Sello explained 
to the miners that it is the 
government’s desire to see Basotho 
prosper hence his visit to address 
their challenges as well as mapping 
a way forward.

“In order for our country’s 
economy to flourish, it requires 
people to use their minds. We 
must think out of the box if we 
are to alleviate poverty and put 
food on the table for our families. 
I therefore commend all of you 
for your efforts as compared to 
those who are just waiting for 
employment at home. These mines 
can really grow and develop if 
afforded enough support,” Sello 
said.

It was agreed that the artists 
will establish their own association 
that will work hand in hand with 
the ministry of mining to improve 
conditions for the craftspeople. 

Maseru - Plans are afoot 
to ensure the visually 
impaired and other 

Basotho living with different 
kinds of disabilities are properly 
financially included.

These include educating this 
section of society on the usage of 
money and ensuring local currency 
is embedded with braille features to 
ease money usage by the blind. 

Chairperson of the Financial 
Education Steering Committee 
(FESC), Iphraim Moremoholo, 
whose team is currently in 
Quthing during the current Money 
Month, told the media this week. 
Moremoholo said the committee 
was fully aware that South African 
notes fully accommodate the 

Lesotho in bid to include the disabled in money usage
visually impaired since they are 
embedded with braille stripes.

In the coming two to three years, 
FESC will be leading an initiative 
to ensure that all citizens, despite 
their condition, are able to easily 
identify these notes, he said. “While 
what we currently have on our notes 
accommodates the disabled, it does 
not do so fully as it does not say 
exactly how much one is holding like 
the South African currency does,” 
he noted.

’Mabataung Khetsi, the 
secretary general of the Lesotho 
National League of the Visually 
Impaired Persons (LNLVIP) 
explained that it is challenging for 
the blind to deal with local money.

She expressed the need for the 

introduction of notes that would 
cater for their needs so that they 
can also feel a sense of ownership of 
their own money. The Money Month 
Campaign, which targets every 
Masotho across the country, started 
on March 25 and will end on April 
31.  Meanwhile, FESC urged public 
servants from different government 
departments in Quthing district to 
use money wisely to improve lives.

Speaking at an event held for 
Quthing public servants at a local 
Lodge in Moyeni, Moremoholo 
said public servants have to 
access information from different 
registered financial institutions in 
the country to acquire skills to make 
informed decisions on proper use of 
money for their own benefit.

He noted that there are different 
challenges that entice people to 
invest their money with different 
institutions some of which promise 
fast and huge interests, which he 
urged civil servants to avoid since 
such schemes always disappear 
leaving people desperate after losing 
their hard-earned money. 

’Mats’itso Mokhothotso one of 
those who attended the workshop 
expressed gratitude for the event 
which she said has been an eye 
opener.

Money Month Campaign 
activities started on Monday in 
Quthing hosted by several registered 
financial institutions and co-
ordinatied by the Central Bank of 
Lesotho. 
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Exciting career
opportunity

Senior Specialist: Business Relationship Consultant : Large Enterprise 

We are one of the most recognizable brands in the world, we are admittedly obsessed with delivering a flawless customer experience, as if that’s not enough, we spend our entire time helping people stay in touch with one another. Once 
you are here, you will find the freedom to be yourself and the inspiration to do your best.
 

Vodacom Lesotho is seeking a Senior Specialist: Business Relationship Consultant – Large Enterprise who will improve service delivery, build good working relations and customer experience 
for the Large Enterprise market

Key Duties and responsibilities:  
 
Establish and manage relationships with the Large Enterprise 
segment through sales engagements.

Translate customer requirements into deliverable solutions by 
adopting the Vodafone Way of Selling.

Provide market insight and feedback to the company on service 
requirements and solutions to address these.

Develop a sales strategy for the Large Enterprise base that is aligned 
to the company strategy

Improve and maintain Vodacom’s reputation as the service provider 
of choice for the Large Enterprise segment 
 
The successful candidate will be someone who leverages their 
experience as a solution seller at Vodacom, creative in the 
development of their sales pipeline and focuses on building 
extensive client and partner relationships resulting in winning 
new customers.

External perspective appreciation of macro – economic environment, 
multiple stakeholder management ability  an analytical, innovative 
individual with the ability, to work independently and collaboratively 
to resolve issues without detailed supervision in a fast-paced, 
dynamic environment and also possesses the following skills:

Adjusts quickly to changing priorities and conditions. 

Copes effectively with complexity and change.

Lives up to verbal and written commitments, regardless of personal 
cost.Moves quickly and takes a forceful stand without being overly 
abrasive. 

Passion for the hunt, a proven prowess for overcoming obstacles.

Can effectively give a virtual or in-person presentation.

Qualifications & Experience:

A B. Comm Business Management , B. Comm Marketing, Economics 

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

degree or Business Administration Degree. 

At least 5 years customer service

Telecommunications industry experience will be 
advantageous 

Females are encouraged to apply

If you are seeking that next challenge and feel you could 

make a difference to our people and want to work for a strong 

purposeful company then this is your opportunity.

Please forward your application, accompanied by a detailed 

CV to:

 careers@vodacom.co.ls
 

Closing date: 25 April 2019

Should you not be contacted within three weeks after the 

closing date, please consider your application unsuccessful.
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MASERU – Former 
Prime Minister Dr 
Pakalitha Mosisili’s 

political advisor, Dr Fako 
Likoti, has alleged he was 
being discriminated against by 
government by holding onto his 
gratuity.

This he showed in the case 
in which he is challenging the 
decision by government to 
recover from him money it had 
deposited in his personal account 
which he holds at the Nedbank 
Lesotho.

Likoti told the Constitutional 
Court on Tuesday that his rights: 
not to be discriminated against, 
to be treated equally before the 
law and to be afforded equal 
protection of law were violated 
as a result of the government’s 
decision not to pay him.

He said government denied 
him the debt immunity, which 
had been extended to others with 
whom he was similarly situated in 
respect of the office benefit (loan) 
as well as the forgiven debt.

During the seven-party 
collation government led by 
Mosisili, Likoti took a M500 000 
interest-free loan. 

Legislators, principal 
secretaries and other specified 
officers who qualified for the 
benefit also took out the same 
amount in loans and when it 
assumed power the current 
coalition government settled the 
loans on behalf of legislators, 
the PSs and other officers that 
included Likoti.

However, on January 25, 
2018, the then PS in the ministry 
of finance, Nthoateng Lebona 
directed the Public Officers 
Defined Contribution Fund 
principal officer, Thabo Thulo 
to deposit the pensions of the 
PSs in the previous regime, 
some beneficiaries including 
Likoti, into the government 
bank account not into the former 
officers’ accounts, save for the 
former MPs.

Part of the letter Lebona 
wrote to Thulo states: “The 
government has decided that the 
amounts settled on behalf of the 
PSs should be recovered from 
their gratuities.”

Lebona requested the 
transfer of gratuities of former 
PSs as per attached schedule to 
certain bank accounts and asked 
for proof of payment to be send to 
the ministry of finance. 

The gratuities were then 

Govt denies grabbing Likoti’s pension

transferred to an account at the 
Central Bank of Lesotho.

Likoti argues that he has 
been discriminated against as the 
government’s decision to recover 
money from his gratuity infringes 
upon his rights entrenched in the 
bill of rights, not to be unfairly 
discriminated against and to be 
afforded equality before the law 
and equal protection of the law.

He says he has been selectively 
picked from other beneficiaries 
as government settled their loans 
and still got their gratuities.

Likoti told the court that it 
amounts to violation of his rights 
and that it is attributed to his 
political views, opinions and sole 
fact that he happened to have 
associated with Mosisili, whom 
the current government considers 
as a political enemy.

In the founding affidavit 
attached to his application Likoti 
said he has not been paid his 
gratuity after almost a year since 
vacating office.

He said while nonpayment of 
the gratuity was also applied to 
the then government secretary, 
PSs and political advisor to the 
then deputy Prime Minister 
the government decided not to 
recover monies from the MPs and 
former MPs. 

Likoti said it was 
inappropriate for the government 
to subject him to unfair treatment 
in order to appease MPs at 
his expense or whatever the 
differential treatment was done.

He therefore wants the 
Constitutional Court to declare 
as unconstitutional nonpayment 
of his gratuity by the government 
when he vacated the office as 
Advisor –Political and Economic 
Affairs to Mosisili. 

The court should review and 
set aside as unconstitutional the 

decision of the government to 
recover from his gratuity money 
it (government) paid to Nedbank 
Lesotho, he contends. 

He also wants the court to 
direct the minister of finance to 
provide funds within 30 days of 
making the order for payment of 
his gratuity as well as directing 
the ministry to transfer to 
the Specified Offices Defined 
Contribution Pension Fund & 
Contribution Pension Fund the 
funds so that his gratuity can 
be paid. The decision of the 
government to recover from him 
the debt due is unconstitutional 
for being inconsistent with 
section 18 (2) and (3) and 19 of 
the Constitution of Lesotho 1993, 
he argues.

His lawyer, King’s Counsel 
Ts’okolo Makhethe told the 
court that the discrimination 
of his client is based on the 
specified grounds as outlined in 
the Constitution of Lesotho and 
therefore that the court should 
rule on their favour.

Makhethe also said section 
151 of the Constitution prohibits 
pension grabbing by authorities 
without the law, adding it was 
wrong for governments to self-
help themselves to Likoti’s 
gratuity in as much as no law 
authorised them to do what 
they did. Government has, 
however, argued that Likoti 
was not discriminated against 
but rather that it is a matter of 
differentiation - that government 
had a legitimate purpose to 
differentiate between the class of 
Likoti and MPs.

“The MPs are representatives 
of the people while the applicant 
is not. As a result, the government 
had a legitimate purpose to 
ensure that they do their job in 
parliament and they should not 

be frightened by the loans even 
if it causes them to overdraw 
the government of the day in 
parliament.”

In their court papers, 
government said Likoti has not 
made a case for discrimination 
in terms of the Constitution and 
therefore that the court should 
dismiss his application.

Government’s lawyer, 
Advocate Rapapa Sepiriti said 
it was not clear as to whether 
or not Likoti’s application was 
based on specified grounds of 
discrimination as outlined in the 
constitution or that it is based on 
grounds that are not specified in 
the constitution.

“The applicant’s 
constitutional challenge is 
not clear as to whether it is 
based on the first form or on 
the second form, this is against 
the fundamental principle of 
the constitutional challenge 
which requires accuracy in the 
identification of the provisions of 
legislation that is challenged and 
the basis that it is inconsistent 
with the constitution.”

“We submit further that 
whether the applicant’s 
challenge is based on first 
form or second one, it still has 
to fail, the applicant has not 
made a case for discrimination 
because the government has not 
discriminated against him, but 
it is rather a mere differentiation 
which does not amount to 
unequal treatment.”

The government says Likoti’s 
application should be dismissed 
because he was not an MP and 
that he cannot demand to be 
treated like he is one.

The case that continues 
tomorrow is before Justices; 
Lineo Chaka Makhooane, Molefi 
Makara and Keketso Moahloli.

Former Prime Minister Dr Pakalitha Mosisili’s political advisor, Dr Fako Likoti
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MASERU – The notoriously cash-strapped Lesotho Sport and 
Recreation Commission (LSRC) will need additional funding 
from the private sector if it is to successfully host the African 

Union Sports Council (AUSC) Region 5 Games set for December 2020.
LSRC is the mother body of Lesotho sport associations and currently 

has 27-member associations, which include table tennis, handball, 
cycling, to mention a few.

Chairperson of the Local Organising Committee (LOC) Fusi Notoane 
told the media on Tuesday this week during a press briefing held at the 
ministry of sports and recreation headquarters in Maseru that a lot of 
money, without specifying the amount, is needed to prepare for these 
games, calling on private companies for funding.

“The budget for these games has been submitted to the ministry by the 
LSRC on our behalf. We will only be in a position to disclose the amount 
when the budget has been approved and the ministry has, accordingly, 
given feedback to the LSRC,” Notoane said. It is only thereafter that the 
LOC can start with preparations, he further said.

“A lot of money is needed to prepare for and host these games. That is 
why we have called on private local and regional companies, and different 
stakeholders to come on board because funds from government alone will 
be insufficient for this purpose. Already we have some companies that 
have pledged their support but we need more,” he said.

He further announced that the National University of Lesotho (NUL) 
and the Lepereng OlympAfrica Centre have been selected as games 
villages.

Notoane’s appeal for corporate support was reiterated by the LOC’s 

Public Relations and Marketing Officer Mahala Mopeli who also indicated 
bankrolling of preparations for the games should not be left in the hands 
of the ministry of sports alone but different government ministries should 
also lend a hand. The biannual multi-sporting event is held on a rotational 
basis by 10 Region 5 countries and was hosted by Botswana in December 
2018. Members of the Region comprise Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe.

Sports minister Dr Mahali Phamotse started lobbying corporate 
support for the games last year. Phamotse told different companies’ 
representatives at a breakfast meeting in Maseru last November that it 
would only be through the help of the companies that the ministry would 
host a successful event which would not only benefit the government but 
the country at large.

“These games are not for the government alone but they are also for 
this nation and as the ministry we need your support as the corporate 
world to see that it becomes a success so we will present our budget to you 
once we are have finished preparing it,” the minister said.

She added: “As a country we are still behind in terms of infrastructure 
and facilities and the hosting of these games means we need accommodation 
for about 3 000 athletes who will be competing in different sporting codes 
by 2020. The athletes are going to compete in judo, swimming, volleyball, 
football, athletics, tennis, gymnastics, netball, basketball and boxing.”

Phamotse said she had asked to meet with the companies’ 
representatives that early because she was aware that most companies 
would soon start compiling their budgets for 2019.

She also begged the companies to help in raising awareness about the 
games.

LSRC sweats to bankroll 2020 Games

Sports Minister Dr Mahali Phamotse


