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Staff Reporter

MASERU – South Africa 
has asked Basotho 
motorists to be cautious 

when driving through some parts 
of  the Free State following a 
series of incidents of unprovoked 
attacks in the past two weeks.

In a statement, South Africa’s 
foreign ministry advised Basotho 
to avoid specific towns where 
South Africans protesting poor 
service delivery have vented 
their anger on passersby, mostly 
motorists to and from Lesotho.

Motorists are advised to avoid 
such areas and find alternative, 
safer routes instead. Last week 
popular South African and 
Lesotho journalist Nthakoana 
Ngatane took to social media in a 
short video to warn, particularly 
tourists to avoid Steynsrus and 
nearby towns.

“I have just become the lates 
victim of riots in Steynsrus. 
Rioters don’t even allow you to 
stop, you just see stones flying, 
coming,”  she said.

She further shows the dents to 
her car and a smashed wibndow 
on the driver’s side where a stone 
could have hit her head.

That same day another 
unidentified motorist related how 
he was caught in the crossfire of 
service delivery protests while 
driving through the  same town 
with his family on their way to a 

SA warns Basotho motorists

wedding in Lesotho. He took to 
social media to relate his ordeal 
on 15 April 2019.

“My family and I have just 
gone through the most traumatic 
event of our lives! 

“We were ambushed by 
hidden protesters who stoned 
us/ the vehicle when we passed 
Steynsrus in the Free State at 9 
pm last night! I was travelling 
from Kroonstad through 
Steynsrus towards Senegal in 
the Free State on the way to a 
wedding in Morija!  “They were 
burning tyres on the road; and as 
I drove slowly to assess as there 
was no one on sight, suddenly 
a whole gang of grown men and 
boys come out of the grasslands 
and started throwing the vehicle 
with big rocks. 

“They could have been about 
20 to 30 people. On reacting to 
the bullet of rocks, I accelerated 
and drove over burning tires and 
a tree trunk, which were burning 
and closing the road. 

“I had the whole family with 
kids at the back. The vehicle 
is damaged with rocks/side 
windows and windscreen are 
broken and have rocks inside the 
car. The Prado looks like it’s been 
hit with hundred rocks! 

“Fortunately, Hase and the 
kids did not sustain any injuries, 
but the car is badly damaged and 
family is in trauma as you can 
imagine.

“I went to the SAPS in 
Ladybrand to register the event 
and alert the authorities,” he 
wrote.

According to the press 
statement, the attacks are 
apparently the result of protests 
taking place in several towns in 
the Free State province such as 
Steynsrus, Senekal, Wynberg and 
Marquard, which began last week 
and the situation is reportedly 
escalating and spreading to new 
areas on a daily basis and has 
become difficult to track of the 

number and areas of incidents. 
Motorists are also discouraged 
from travelling at night because 
most of the attacks have been 
reported to occur at night. 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Relations 
has meanwhile indicated it is 
working with the Lesotho’s High 
Commission in South Africa 
to obtain further details and 
to liase with the South African 
government for reports on Lesotho 
nationals who may be affected 
by the unfortunate incidents.  
Meanwhile, the ongoing unrest in 
the Free State town of Marquard 
is reportedly intensifying, with 
angry protesters now pelting 
passing vehicles with stones, 
the South African Police service 
(SAPS) Spokesperson, Captain 
Phumelelo Dhlamini, has 
confirmed so far they have received 
reports of vehicles being stoned. 
Marquard joins Kroonstad, 
Welkom and Steynsrus in the 
Free State, as towns where unrest 
flared, albeit briefly in some 
instances, over the last week.

So far 16 protesters reportedly 
appeared before the Kroonstad 
and Lindley Magistrate’s Courts 
respectively on Thursday, while 
the situation in the towns which 
fall under the Moqhaka Local 
Municipality, continues to 
stabilise.

Meanwhile SA’s department 
of roads and transport 
yesterday made the following 
announcement. “R708 between 
Windburg and Senekal and R707 
Senekal to Marquard closed from 
14:00 till further notice due to 
riots at Marquard.

“Motorists are requested to 
use alternative routes. Your co-
operation in this regard will be 
highly appreciated.”
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RELEBOHILE TSOAMOTSE

MASERU – The 
government has 
shown that its 

decision to recover money 
it paid towards Dr Fako 
Likoti’s loan at the Nedbank 
Lesotho does not amount 
to discrimination but was 
mere differentiation.

This appeared on 
Monday during the 
constitutional hearing in 
which Dr Likoti, advisor 
to former Prime Minister 
Pakalitha Mosisili, is 
challenging government’s 
decision to recover money 
from his gratuity.

Advocate Rapapa 
Sepiriti, who represents 
government in the case, 
told the court that Likoti 
was not singled out but 
that people with whom he 
shared the status, such as 
Principal Secretaries (PSs) 
and political advisor to the 
Deputy Prime Minister 
(DPM) were treated the 
same way as him. 

Sepiriti said the 
resolution had not affected 
Likoti alone and therefore 
it does not amount to 
discrimination adding that 
the same decision was made 
by other administrations 
before the one in office.

Likoti approached 
the Constitutional Court 
in June 2018 in a bid to 
challenge government’s 
decision after establishing 
that his pension was 
used to settle his loan at 
Nedbank Lesotho.

In his application, the 
former political advisor to 
the former Prime Minister 
wanted the court to declare 
as unconstitutional the 
government’s decision to 
recover from him money 
it paid on his behalf at 
Nedbank.

During the seven-party 
collation government led 
by Pakalitha Mosisili, 
Likoti, like other 
executive members of that 
administration, took a 
M500 000 interest-free 
loan.

Legislators, PSs and 
other specified officers who 
qualified for the benefit 
also took out the same 
amount in loans and when it 
assumed power, the current 

‘Likoli not a public representative’

coalition government 
settled the loans on behalf 
of legislators, the PSs and 
other officers, including 
Likoti.

However, on January 
25, 2018, the then PS in 
the ministry of finance, 
Nthoateng Lebona 
directed the Public Officers 
Defined Contribution Fund 
principal officer, Thabo 
Thulo, to deposit the 
pensions of the PSs in the 
previous regime, including 
Likoti, into the government 
bank account not into the 
former officers’ accounts, 
save for the former MPs.

Part of the letter 
Lebona wrote to Thulo 
states: “The government 
has decided that the 
amounts settled on 
behalf of the PSs should 
be recovered from their 
gratuities.”

Lebona requested the 
transfer of gratuities of 
former PSs as per attached 
schedule to certain bank 
accounts and asked for 
proof of payment to be send 
to the ministry of finance. 

The gratuities were 
then transferred to an 
account at the Central 
Bank of Lesotho (CBL).

But Likoti contends 
that government 
discriminated against 
him by holding onto his 
gratuity.

He told the 
Constitutional Court on 
Tuesday that his rights: 
not to be discriminated 
against, to be treated 
equally before the law 
and to be afforded equal 
protection of law were 
violated as a result of the 
government’s decision not 
to pay him.

The government denied 
him the debt immunity, 
he added, which had been 
extended to others with 
whom he was similarly 
situated in respect of the 
office benefit (loan) as well 
as the forgiven debt.

Likoti argued that he 
had been discriminated 
against as the government’s 

decision to recover money 
from his gratuity infringed 
upon his rights entrenched 
in the bill of rights, not to 
be unfairly discriminated 
against and to be afforded 
equality before the law and 
equal protection of the law.

He said he had been 
selectively picked from 
other beneficiaries as 
government settled their 
loans and still got their 
gratuities.

Likoti argued this 
amounted to violation of 
his rights and that it was 
attributed to his political 
views, opinions and the 
sole fact that he happened 
to have associated with 
Mosisili, whom the current 
government considers a 
political enemy.

In the founding affidavit 
attached to his application 
Likoti said he had not been 
paid his gratuity almost a 
year after vacating office.

He said while non-
payment of the gratuity 
was also applied to the 
then government secretary, 
PSs and political advisor 
to the then deputy Prime 
Minister the government 
decided not to recover 
monies from the MPs and 
former MPs. 

It was inappropriate for 
the government to subject 
him to unfair treatment in 
order to appease MPs at 
his expense or whatever 
the differential treatment 
was done, he contends.

He therefore asked the 
Constitutional Court to 
declare as unconstitutional 
non-payment of his 
gratuity by the government, 
when he vacated the office 
as Advisor –Political 
and Economic Affairs to 
Mosisili. 

The court should 
review and set aside as 
unconstitutional the 
decision of the government 
to recover from his gratuity 
money it (government) 
paid to Nedbank Lesotho, 
he pleaded. 

He also requested 
the court to direct the 

. . . Govt punches holes into Likoli pension case

minister of finance to 
provide funds within 30 
days of making the order 
for payment of his gratuity 
as well as directing the 
ministry to transfer to the 
Specified Offices Defined 
Contribution Pension Fund 
& Contribution Pension 
Fund the funds so that his 
gratuity could be paid.

Likoti’s lawyer, 
King’s Counsel Ts’okolo 
Makhethe, told the court 
that the discrimination 
against his client was 
based on the specified 
grounds as outlined in the 
Constitution of Lesotho 
and therefore the court 
should rule on their favour.

KC Makhethe 
said section 151 of the 
Constitution prohibits 
pension grabbing by 
authorities without the 
law, adding it was wrong for 
government to help itself to 
Likoti’s gratuity since no 
law authorised them to do 
what they did.

The government, 
however, argued 
that Likoti was not 
discriminated against 
but rather that it was a 
matter of differentiation 
- that government had 
a legitimate purpose to 
differentiate between the 
class of Likoti and MPs.

“The MPs are 
representatives of the 
people while the applicant 
is not. As a result, 
the government had a 
legitimate purpose to 
ensure that they do their 
job in parliament and they 
should not be frightened by 
the loans even if it causes 
them to overdraw the 
government of the day in 
parliament.”

In their court papers, 
government said Likoti 
has not made a case for 
discrimination in terms 
of the Constitution 
and therefore that the 
court should dismiss his 
application.

Government’s lawyer, 
Advocate Rapapa Sepiriti 
said it was not clear as to 

whether or not Likoti’s 
application was based 
on specified grounds of 
discrimination as outlined 
in the constitution. 

 “The applicant’s 
constitutional challenge is 
not clear as to whether it 
is based on the first form 
or on the second form. This 
is against the fundamental 
principle of the 
constitutional challenge 
which requires accuracy 
in the identification of the 
provisions of legislation 
that is challenged and the 
basis that it is inconsistent 
with the constitution.”

“We submit further that 
whether the applicant’s 
challenge is based on first 
form or second one, it still 
has to fail, the applicant 
has not made a case for 
discrimination because 
the government has not 
discriminated against him, 
but it is rather a mere 
differentiation which does 
not amount to unequal 
treatment.”

Likoti’s application 
should be dismissed 
because he was not an MP 
and that he cannot demand 
to be treated like one, the 
government said. Sepiriti 
further noted that while 
Likoti has alleged in his 
entire application that he 
was discriminated because 
of his political views and 
opinions, he has not proved 
as a fact that government’s 
decision to recover money 
from him was motivated by 
his views.

“The affidavit may be 
big, but the basis of his 
application is only that 
he has been discriminated 
against because of his 
political views and 
association with Mosisili 
and we submit that there 
is no proof placed before 
this court to that effect,” 
Sepiriti said. 

Sepiriti said there was 
nothing more to argue 
as the case was sorely 
on the two grounds: 
discrimination on political 
views and association with 
Mosisili.

Judgment was reserved 
while the case was before 
Justices Lisebo Chaka 
Makhooane, Molefi Makara 
and Keketso Moahloli.
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MGC pulls Mantšonyane community out of the dark ages
RETHABILE MOHONO
 

T
HABA-TSEKA - Life 
can never be the same 
again for the community 
of Mantsonyane after 
Matekane  Group of 

Companies (MGC) invested millions of 
Maloti in their education.  The popular, 
home-grown company built a primary 
and a secondary school, auditorium( 
Tsokoane), priory (house for bishop), 
convent (Clamentina residence), 
teacher’s residence (Anna’s residence) 
and a stadium for the community.

Mantsonyane is home to MGC 
founder Sam Matekane. In this 
mountainous community, which still 
clings strongly to tradition, there is 
a clear distinction between men and 
women’s chores.

Here, male kids emulate their 
fathers while female kids are expected 
to also emulate their mothers. Like 
their fathers, boys are expected to 
herd animals while girls are expected 
to stay at home and learn chores such 
as cooking, cleaning, housework and 
taking care of their siblings, just as 
women do. Boys later go for initiation 
and start families with girls who get 
married while still young.

Education is not that important 

to this community because the entire 
village subsists on agriculture and the 
selling of wool and mohair. 

B u t  M G C  s o u gh t  to  b r i n g 
improvements and developments 
by building a modern school with 
advanced facilities for the community 
who for years have been using the 
old, run down Catholic church’s 
Bocheletsana school which lacked 
basic amenities.

Matekane has once again gone back 
to his roots and built structures that 
would forever benefit the community. 
Through his MGC, he built St Lawrence 
Catholic Mission in the area in 2005. 
While the community remembers the 
2005 initiative as if it is still fresh, the 
company has done it again, this time 
with a bigger gift that is set to benefit 
the entire Mantsonyane community.

The school which costs millions 
of Maloti, according to the company 
Head of Corporate Communication and 
Marketing ‘Mamotake Matekane, is a 
combination of both the primary and 
secondary level facilities and includes 
a stadium which is set to benefit 
not only the school but the entire 
sporting fraternity in the country. 
“Ntate Matekane feels honoured to 
have the opportunity to give back 
to the community that raised him to 

be such a man of valor. This gift will 
inspire more young people to always 
remember their roots and foundation 
as it contributes to who they become in 
life. Against all odds, against challenges 
that any businessman may face, He has 
conquered and rose above it all to this 
momentous point where he can proudly 
say, he made it,” Mamotake said.

Public Eye had an opportunity 
to tour the school and discovered 
that the school has been operating 
for about two years with high quality 
educational tools. Apart from there is 
also a high end science laboratory and a 
auditorium, which the guide indicated 
the MGC seeks to ensure that students 
obtain good quality education through 
provision of decent tools to assist them.

The project, which took six years to 
complete, also tackles unemployment 
around the Mantsonyane area.  The 
company also provides greenhouses 
to the community for their own 
agricultural projects that are expected 
to reduce poverty. MGC will continue 
with several other projects in the area 
in future, Mamotake added. 

MGC is also deeply committed to 
other corporate social responsibility 
projects in the form of sports and 
educational bursaries, among others, 
she concluded.

MGC managing director Sam Matekane St. Lawrance Catholic Mission

Clementina Residence

Science LabScience Lab

Tsokoane AuditoriumTsokoane Auditorium Anna’ residence

High School
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NEO SENOKO 

MASERU – After a number 
of considerations, the 
Lesotho Electricity 

and Water Authority (LEWA) 
on Thursday decided there will 
be a zero percent (0 %) tariff 
increase on energy and maximum 
demand charges for all customer 
categories in 2019/20.

But this decision does not sit 
well with the Lesotho Electricity 
Company (LEC), Public Eye on 
Sunday has learned. 

In their application, LEC 
proposed a tariff increase of 
14.2 percent for both Energy 
and Maximum Demand (MD) 
charges. Amongst the various 
tariff application drivers cited in 
the application, LEC stated that 
it had to cover the electricity 
bulk purchases costs, operating 
expenditure costs, return on 
assets and depreciation costs.  

LEWA, however, decided 
otherwise, denying LEC an 
increase which the latter believed 
would go a long way towards 
overcoming some of their long-
standing challenges that are 
hampering smooth operations.  

With that said, it is clear 
therefore that the current 
charges for connection, wiring 
testing, wiring re-testing, 
survey, re-survey, licensing for 
wiring, meter testing and house 
extension remain unchanged 

LEWA’s no tariff increase irks LEC

for the financial year 2019/20.  
LEC acting Managing Director 
Leketekete Ketso expressed 
disappointment with LEWA’s 
decision, noting emphatically 
in an interview with Public Eye 
that, “we are not happy with the 
decision at all.”  

Ketso revealed that the 
shocking decision by the 
authority will be detrimental to 
their already troubled operations. 

“They made their own 
decisions; there is nothing 
we can do but we are going to 
continue suffering because we 
desperately wanted to improve 
our maintenance programmes 
which are very old. 

“Electricity is also very 
expensive at the moment because 
ESCOM recently increased 

tariffs by 13.2 percent. That 
means it is going to be even more 
expensive for us to buy electricity 
from there,” Ketso added in an 
interview on Friday, shortly after 
the LEWA announcement.

The national energy regulator 
of South Africa (Nersa) has 
approved a 13.87 percent average 
price increase for Eskom direct 
customers and a 15.63 percent 
average price increase for 
municipalities, which will be 
implemented on 1 July 2019. 

In general, LEC requested 
an approval for a revenue 
requirement of M1.075 billion for 
the financial year 2019/20 which 
would be met by a proposed 
tariff increase of 14.2 percent. 
However, LEWA concluded that 
LEC’s revenue requirement for 

financial year 2019/20 will only be 
M901.48 million.

“Based on the facts and 
evidence presented to the 
Authority by both the company 
and the public, the Authority 
found the justification for a 14.2 
percent tariff increase on both 
Energy and Maximum Demand 
(MD) charges not consistent 
with our regulatory principles 
and guidelines,” LEWA said in a 
statement on Friday. 

In order for LEC to meet its 
revenue requirement of M1.075 
billion, energy and maximum 
demand charges would need to 
increase by 17.0654 percent. 

LEWA added, “introducing 
pro-poor tariff is in line with 
Energy Policy approved in 
2015 and it is within the LEWA 
mandate to do so.” A public notice 
was issued that stakeholders who 
had an interest in making oral 
presentations before the LEWA 
board were requested to indicate 
in writing so that appropriate 
arrangements could be made. 

Six public hearings were then 
held in February and March in 
Mokhotlong, Leribe, Qacha’s Nek 
and Mohale’s hoek, Thaba-Tseka 
and Maseru respectively. 

Stakeholders who 
participated include but are not 
limited to the Lesotho Textile 
Exporters Association (LTEA) 
and Consumer Protection 
Association (CPA). 

MATHATISI SEBUSI

MASERU - Lesotho 
faces serious economic 
and social challenges 

including, among others, 
poverty rates of 57%, high rate of 
unemployment estimated at 29%, 
unacceptable gap between the rich 
and the poor, and a sharp decline 
in SACU revenues, which has led 
to constriction in the country’s 
fiscal space.

Prime Minister Motsoahae 
Thabane revealed this during 
the sod turning ceremony for the 
new Tourism Information and 
Craft Centre on Thursday this 
week. To fight unemployment and 
economic challenges, Lesotho 
received financial assistance from 
the World Bank to build a tourism 
craft centre worth M22.6 million at 
the old UN club in Maseru.

Thabane said some nine years 
ago, Lesotho’s iconic tourism 
information centre, which was 

popularly known as “the Basotho 
Shield” was completely destroyed 
by fire and since then the country 
has been without a central tourism 
information facility in Maseru. 

He noted that the craft 
centre will be of vital help to 
Lesotho as a country, in order 
to diversify the economy, has 
identified manufacturing, tourism, 
technology and agriculture as 
the four pillars that will drive 
economic growth under the second 
National Strategic Development 
Plan. 

“Tourism represents an 
important growth sector that can 
generate the much-needed jobs 
and growth. Globally, in 2017 
the tourism sector grew at 4.6%, 
which was much faster than the 
world economy as a whole. 

“During the same year the 
sector created seven million new 
jobs worldwide. Furthermore, 
tourism currently provides one in 
every 11 jobs worldwide,” Thabane 

said.  
He further noted that, 

according the ‘World Travel 
and Tourism Council, the total 
contribution of Travel and Tourism 
to GDP in Lesotho was 13.8% in 
2017, and this is expected to rise 
in subsequent years as a result of 
the Government’s commitment in 
supporting the sector. 

Thabane noted that the craft 
centre that will be built at the old 
UN club will not be a replica of the 
burned one as a strong element of 
creative industries with specific 
focus on establishing a market 
place for crafts produced by local 
artisans will be introduced in the 
new one.

He further noted that the dual 
purpose of providing information 
on tourist attractions in the 
country and supporting the craft 
sector will go a long way in 
strengthening the sector while 
creating thousands of jobs for 
Basotho.

Thabane pins hopes on tourism Principal Secretary of the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry, 
Soaile Mochaba, noted that his 
ministry had been mandated to 
construct the craft centre and 
hand it over to the Ministry of 
Tourism by mid-2020. 

Speaking at the sod turning 
ceremony, the Minister of Trade 
and Industry Habofanoe Lehana 
said the reconstruction of the 
Tourism Information and Crafts 
Centre is another important 
initiative that is intended to 
unleash the country’s latent 
tourism potential by serving as 
the first port of call to provide 
information on attractions, 
activities and accommodation 
facilities.  

He said the centre will also 
serve as a hub for local crafts and 
other creative industries.

World Bank representative 
Joachim Boko, speaking at the 
event, noted that the construction 
of the Lesotho tourism craft centre 
is part of the second private sector 
competitiveness and economic 
diversification project supported 
by World Bank. 
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RETHABILE MAHOPOLO

Sometimes I wonder to 
myself if God doesn’t at 
times regret sending Jesus 

to die for mankind. 
I mean, let’s face it, we were on 

our best possible behaviour when 
we knew we would be punished 
right here in this lifetime for our 
sins. 

There’s this movie that Mel 
Gibson produced trying to give 
a most vivid illustration of the 
suffering The Messiah went 
through for the redemption of 
mankind; I only watched it once 
and that was more than enough 
for me. 

It haunted me for months. 
The agony! 

I respect atheists and people 
who have made their position clear 
that to them all this is just a fable 
of some girl who got naughty; fell 
pregnant and lied. They do not for 
one second believe the crucifixion 
or resurrection or (I quote) “how 
the blood of an illegitimate child 
could possibly save people from 
going to hell”. 

To them its all just a drunk 
man’s tale. It’s what they believe, 
they live by it and I respect that. 

But what about us Christians? 
We are at pains to prove 

science and history wrong about 
evolution. We feel so strongly 
about what we believe in that 
we very easily, without blinking, 

castigate anyone who dares to 
oppose our views. The only thing 
really that brings all Christians 
together is the fact Christ died 
and resurrected. 

This is why Easter is such 
a  big deal for us. Some have 
gone to Moria, others are at 
Lekokoaneng, some are up the 
mountains while others are just 
taking this time to rest at home 
and be with their families. 

This is a time of the year when 
people are spiritually walking 
on eggshells as we remember the 
sacrifice of our Redeemer. 

But then what baffles me is 
how quickly the memory fades 
and we step off the eggshells to 
become the most vile people of all 
religions. 

We have the Catholics and 
their crosses and Mother Mary. 
The Adventists with their 
precious Sabbath. The Born 
Agains with their Tongues and 
Holy Ghost Fire and the Orthodox 
churches doing all they can to 
remain relevant. Then there’s the 
new wave of Pentecostals with 
their Holy Waters and Annointed 
Oils. 

Let’s not forget the Jehovahs 
Witnesses with their witnessing. 
It’s so hard to believe that all 
these different entities with 
their very different and often 
conflicting beliefs have Christ as 
their common denominator. 

There are currently some very 

Of Christ’s death,
homosexuality and 
abortion

conflicting issues facing us that 
have shaken the foundation of 
Christianity the world over. 

I’m in several groups that 
debate issues from all possible 
angles and, truly speaking, if 
I were God’s PA now would be 
the perfect time to press the 
Delete button and just rewrite the 
existence of man. 

We all know the story about 
the two cities of Sodom and 
Gomorah and how they were 
destroyed and why they were 
destroyed. 

Now my question has always 
been: Did the death of Christ 
and the dispensation of grace 
make the practices that led to 
the destruction of these cities 
suddenly acceptable before God? 

Please note I am not in any 
way attempting to be judgmental 
here. 

But I’ll be honest with you 
once upon a time I was extremely 
judgmental of homosexuals. 

I did not understand them and 
could not stand the sight of them 
at all. I banned the watching of 
Generations in my house years 
ago when the Senzo and Jason 
fiasco started. 

In my mind they were just 
a bunch of confused attention 
seekers. It was only when I was 
invited for an event dominated 
by them that my stance began to 
shift. 

I realised that they are just 
as human as I am and some 
became that way by choice while 
for others it was by default. I 
recited so many prayers during 
that event wondering if God was 
“angry” with me for being in their 
presence. 

Afterwards I contacted a 
very spiritual lady I hold in high 
esteem and asked her if I had 
committed a sin by going for this 
party. She basically told me that 
a person’s sexuality is none of my 
business, my business is to share 
the gospel and live for Christ. 

Then I went back to scripture 
and read about how bad company 
corrupts good character. It got 
really confusing to be honest. I 
wanted so much to be Christ-like 
and non-judgmental but then 
again I didn’t want to find myself 
being ushered into hell because 
of accepting what I regarded 
as highly abnormal, sinful 
behaviour. 

Even preaching about the 
topic has become difficult 
because many will retort that 
God looks at a person’s heart and 
in Christ no sin is unforgivable. 

While this may be true is it 
not because of this same attitude 
that so many of us Christians are 
wallowing in sin? 

Christ didn’t just die, he died 
a very brutally painful death. 
This grace that we now throw 
around so carelessly did not 
come cheap. Why then is it that 
things that were once completely 
frowned upon have suddenly 
become somewhat fashionable. 

For instance, I’ve seen so 
many people on social media 
selling Cytotec tablets as though 
they’re just Halls sweets. People 
actually believe that abortion is a 
form of family planning. 

My biology teacher taught 
me that life begins at conception 
so deliberately terminating 
a pregnancy is basically 
terminating a life, AKA murder! 

But dare to raise this in line 
with the Christian faith and 
again you’ll be reprimanded for 
being judgemental; God’s grace is 
sufficient. You dare not talk about 
sexual immorality and drunkeness 
from the pulpit if you still want to 
keep your “flock” because again 
“He knows our weaknesses and 
loves us just as we are and when 
we confess our sin He is faithful 
and just to forgive us and He is 
God of second chances...” 

Some even arrogantly quote 
what Paul said about being a 
conflicted man; doing what he 
doesn’t want to do and not doing 
what he wants to do so hey if Paul 
himself struggled then what more 
of us...? 

And, instead of correcting 
such lines of thought the church 
has allowed people to get very 
comfortable in them and shifted 
its focus to making money. 

Running a church has largely 
become a lucrative business 
where people go to be made 
comfortable about things they 
should be running away from. 

The more comfortable they 
are the merrier they become; the 
merrier they become the more 
generous they are with their 
“seeds and offerings”. 

Then one wonders: did Christ 
die to give us comfort in sin or 
power over it? 

There is something He said 
somewhere in the Bible which 
I wish could be magnified and 
spoken as loudly and boldly as 
His grace has been. 

Search through scripture and 
you will find these words “see 
you are well again, stop sinning 
or something worse will happen 
to you.” 

Looking around us, if we really 
want to be honest and truthful 
about it, something worse has 
definitely happened to us. Which 
is why I said sometimes I wonder 
to myself if God does not regret 
sending Christ to die for mankind. 

A Blessed Easter to you all.... 
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MASERU – The Regional 
Organising Committee 
(ROC) was in Lesotho 

from Monday to Thursday this 
past week to assess the country’s 
readiness ahead of next year’s 
African Union Sports Council 
(AUSC) Region 5 Youth Under-20 
Games to be hosted by Lesotho. 

The purpose of the ROC’s 
visit was also to officially unveil 
the Region 5 Youth Games in the 
country. 

Speaking at the four-day 
conference which was held 
in Maseru, the chairperson 
of ROC Stanley Mutoya said 
they had visited Lesotho to lay 
the foundation for the official 
launching of the Games.

“Our visit to Lesotho was for 
two purposes, which is to follow-
up on the progress we made in 
October last year when we were 
here, and to allow Lesotho to 
officially launch these Games 
after we assess whether or not 
the country is ready to host the 
games,” Mutoya told a media 
briefing in Maseru on Tuesday.   

He further showed that the 
ROC was again looking at the 
four phases which he said also 
formed part of his committee’s 
assessment.

“That encompasses many 
things, like the Games logo, 
Games theme, Games pictogram 

Is lesotho ready for the Region 5 Games?

and mass hood that is going to be 
used for the Games. 

“These are the things which 
will determine whether Lesotho 
is ready to host these Games or 
not,” said Mutoya. 

He added: “It is for us to look 
into the steps and milestones 
around the competition area 
which are basically the facilities 
and sporting codes themselves 
as well as the support service the 
country will offer.”

He said their other mission 
was to assess whether the 
government of Lesotho is 
prepared to grant a budget to 
make the Games a success.

“Does Lesotho have support 
services to provide in these kind 
of Games; things like transport, 
facilities, game villages and 
infrastructure, amongst others. 

“Whether the government 
of Lesotho is ready to lay a 
helping hand for the success of 
these games is also our concern,” 
Mutoya said. 

He showed that they will 
visit Lesotho again in October 
to further assess whether there 
is any progress made in terms of 
development and the delivery of 
the infrastructure.

Other countries that will 
compete at the Region 5 Games 
include Angola, Botswana, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, 
South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe.  


