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. . . Basotho speak on the proposed renaming of  major roads

Staff Reporter

BEREA – An unnamed 
number of learners of 
Ts’epe High School in 

Pitseng, Leribe sustained injuries 
after their bus crashed into the 
Seqonoka river along the Main 
North 1 Road on Friday, police 
said.

Preliminary findings showed 
that the bus had a tyre puncture 
which caused the driver to lose 
control before it plunged into the 
river, the officer commanding 
Berea police Moeletsi Mafatle, 
told the media on Friday.

A total of 43 learners and five 
teachers were on board, when the 
accident happened between 8 

am and 9 am. No reports of any 
fatalities had been reported by the 
time of going to print.

A number of pupils sustained 
injuries and had to be rushed to the 
Berea government hospital, while 
others were taken to Leribe and 
the Queen ‘Mamohato Memorial 
hospital. Police have urged road 
users to be extra careful when 

travelling along the Main North 1 
Road to Berea, especially where 
there are sharp curves. 

They also warned that 
absence of road signs in some 
places presented another 
challenge, which is worsened by 
over-speeding in some cases.

The learners were heading to 
Mafeteng for sports competitions.

Learners hurt in Leribe bus crash

MASERU - 
Encouraging and 
assisting girls to 

maintain their virginity is 
central to efforts to ensure 
Lesotho has women who 
can transform families and 
the nation for the better, 
head of a cultural advocacy 
group has told the media.

Mrs Karabo Matete, 
founder of the Mekhoa 
le Meetlo Association 
(KMMA), has said 
maintaining girls virginity 
is also in line with Basotho 
culture, which is what her 
association advocates.

Several opinion leaders 

Group assists Basotho 
girls to maintain virginity

in Leribe are fully behind 
Matete. These include 
Principal Chief of Koeneng, 
Chief Lesaoana Peete, 
Bishop Teboho Ramela, as 
well as the Leribe District 
Administrator, to mention 
a few. 

Matete disclosed to 
the media her association 
has undertaken study 
tours with local girls to 
foreign countries, to help 
them learn how other girls 
are able to maintain their 
virginity to secure a more 
stable and confident future.

“Girls from different 
schools such as Mohale’s 

Hoek high school have 
benefitted from this 
initiative,” she said, 
adding her association 
wants to continue with 
these international tours. 
This year they intend to 
target girls in Leribe.

Matete said they are 
also working closely with 
parents and guardians who 
remain key stakeholders in 
guiding children. KMMA 
was formed to find various 
means of helping girls 
maintain their virginity, 
while generally promoting 
Basotho culture so as to 
grow families. - Lena
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. . . Mochoboroane calls for separate anti-graft court

RELEBOHILE TSOAMOTSE

MASERU – Socialist 
Revolutionaries (SR) 
leader Teboho Mojapela 

has failed in his bid to have Prime 
Minister Thomas Thabane’s 
utterances, purportedly inciting 
the police to beat up suspects 
when out of the public glare, 
declared unlawful.

The court ruled that Mojapela 
had failed to prove how the 
utterances would directly impact 
him personally.

This was after Mojapela 
approached the constitutional 
court in February 2018 in a bid 
to interdict police from calling 
him to police headquarters for 
questioning.

In its judgment, the ConCourt 
said its decision was not based 
on whether the Prime Minister 
was right or wrong in uttering 
the statements but on whether 
Mojapela had demonstrated 
sufficient interest of his own in 
Thabane’s utterances on which 
Mojapela had built his case.

The court further stated that 
the words allegedly uttered by the 
Prime Minister were not directed 
at Mojapela as an individual but 
were generally made in relation to 
how police should treat suspects 
upon arrest.

“When the words were 
uttered, the applicant had not as 
yet been summoned to the police 
station for questioning; the words 
were uttered in 2017; while the 
words which the applicant uttered 
to render him the subject of the 
police interest were uttered on the 
17th February 2018,” read part of 
the judgment.

Mojapela’s bid to censure 
Thabane flops

“The applicant in my 
judgment has failed to show that 
the impugned words were uttered 
in relation to him. It therefore 
follows that the applicant has 
failed to demonstrate sufficient 
interest of his own for protection 
by this court,” the judgment 
further states.

Mojapela had alleged in his 
court papers that he would be 
tortured if he reported to police, 
given the Prime Minister’s 
utterances.

He was called in for questioning 
by Assistant Commissioner of 
Police (ACP) Beleme Lebajoa after 
he (Mojapela) allegedly spoke ill of 
the First Lady, ’Maesiah Thabane.

Mojapela, instead, rushed to 
the court to interdict police from 
questioning him. 

He initially asked for the 
postponement of his questioning 
but eventually filed the 
application through his then 
lawyer, Advocte Letuka Molati. 
He asked the court to stop 
Lebajoa from interrogating him 
about the accusations preferred 
against him pending finalisation 
of his constitutional application. 
Mojapela, in his prayers, also 
wanted the respondents to be 
interdicted from interfering with 
his right to participate in the 
affairs of his party as he was to 
launch his political party.

He had asked the court 
to order the police and Prime 
Minister not to interfere with his 
fundamental freedoms, especially 
those of association, movement, 
speech and related rights save by 
due process of law. “The purpose 
of this application is to achieve 
the ultimate annihilation and 

obliteration of the crime of crimen 
injuria from the statute books of 
Lesotho and further address the 
issue of violation of human rights 
now that mine are susceptible to 
violation by Policeman Beleme 
Lebajoa, who I surmise has 
heard the Prime Minister saying 
that police officers should whip, 
torture, ill-treat and exercise acts 
of brutality over suspects when 
not in the vicinity of members of 
the public,” Mojapela said in his 
papers. 

He noted that it was an 
open secret that Thabane had 
announced at a public gathering 
in Ha Matala, Maseru and during 
a parliamentary session that 
police should assault suspects 
whenever they are not within 
view of the general public. He 
said when Thabane made the 
pronouncement in 2017, he never 
withdrew his words, adding 
the assertions were thereafter 
published in local newspapers, 
radio stations and social media. 

“The Prime Minister should 
in the premises be ordered to 
apologise and with withdraw the 
said words for the reason that they 
fell onto the ears of police who in 
various instances have committed 
acts of brutality in times 
subsequent to the utterances of 
those words. 

“I submit that police killed 
a security officer in Maputsoe, 
they killed a member of public 
in Butha-Bothe over a dispute 
concerning a flash drive, they shot 
a male person on the buttocks 
in Maputsoe and killed another 
person in Kao, Butha-Buthe and 
injured two others,” Mojapela’s 
papers show.  “I have fear that 

the acts of police brutality may 
be meted out against me by 
Policeman Lebajoa. He is alleged 
to have also tortured a fellow 
police officer who was a police 
spokesperson. 

“It follows that Lebajoa has 
to be interdicted accordingly 
from interfering with me under 
the guise of the suspicion that 
I have committed a crime of 
crimen injuria. I submit that 
the crime of crimen injuria is 
unconstitutional as it undermines 
my right to freedom of speech in 
the circumstances of his case. 

“It comes as a result of the fact 
that I have publicly said the First 
Lady of Lesotho had employed an 
assassin to kill me. I submit that 
the First Lady has a remedy in law 
of suing for defamation instead 
of using the state machinery of 
criminal justice if at all she feels 
that her dignity has been imputed 
by my utterances,” he said. 

According to Thabane, who 
was cited in the application, 
Mojapela allegedly made 
unfounded and unsubstantiated 
allegations that his wife (’Maesaih 
Thabane) had hired an assassin to 
eliminate him. 

In his affidavit, Thabane 
said around October 2017 when 
Mojapela allegedly made the 
damning allegations, he and his 
spouse (’Maesaih) were out of the 
country. “Upon our arrival in the 
Kingdom of Lesotho, we were told 
by the spokesperson that during 
a rally in Mokhotlong, applicant 
(Mojapela) had made unfounded 
allegations against the First Lady. 
I advised my wife to report the 
matter to the police, which she 
did. 

“I wish to emphasise that the 
First Lady reported the matter 
to the police as a citizen of this 
country who was aggrieved by the 
untruthful allegations that were 
made against her in her official 
capacity as the First Lady regard 
being had to the fact that when 
the applicant allegedly made 
those unfounded allegations, he 
was referring to my wife as the 
First Lady and not in her personal 
capacity as such.

“But even if she were attacked 
in her personal capacity as such, 
she still had a right to report the 
matter to the police concerning 
the unfounded allegations that 
were levelled against her,” 
Thabane’s papers show. 

Mrs Thabane later reported 
the incident to ACP Lebajoa 
who was also cited in Mojapela’s 
application and a case of crimen 
injuria was opened against him 
but when he was called in to give 
his side of the story, Mojapela 
instituted the constitutional case 
and never reported at police.
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MASERU – The 
Lesotho Public 
Service Staff 

Association (LEPSSA) 
says the delay in the 
payment of April salaries 
for public servants has 
had a negative impact on 
employees’ lives as they 
were not told in advance 
that there would be such 
delays. 

Public servants who 
normally get paid on the 
20th and 25th of the month 
only started receiving their 
salaries late on Friday 
and yesterday.  The delay 
which, according to 
the ministry of finance, 

Uproar over delayed  
salaries for public
service employees

was caused by the new 
Integrated Financial 
Management System 
(IFMIS) was not clearly 
communicated, leaving 
many people frustrated in 
the process. 

According to the 
general secretary of 
LEPSSA, Motebang 
Leboela, it is not the first 
time that public servants 
find themselves in that kind 
of situation, however, they 
normally get the heads-up 
about such uncalled-for 
inconveniences.    

“Many people were 
frustrated because nothing 
was communicated in 
advance like what normally 
happens. We normally 

meet this kind of challenge 
at the beginning of the new 
financial year. 

“This time around, 
people started getting their 
monies late on Friday and 
on Saturday,” Leboela said 
in an interview yesterday.  
The Principal Secretary 
in the Ministry of Finance 
Motena Ts’olo had said in 
an interview earlier that 
a new system which was 
introduced on April 1 was 
the main reason behind the 
delays.

This is despite the fact 
that a two-month training 
was conducted for the staff 
in the ministry in February 
and March.  The training 
was aimed at familiarising 

the staff to the new system. 
“Our staff, however, 

still experiences challenges 
despite the fact that an 
expert was consulted for 
continuous support and 
to attend to any kind of 
problems that may arise 
in the programme,” Ts’olo 
had said in previous 
interviews. The PS showed 
that despite the challenges 

met, the official salary 
payment day for civil 
servants is still the 25th 
day of every month. 

“The April salaries 
were not paid on 
Wednesday, April 25, as 
per payroll schedule due to 
the new IFMIS as all civil 
servants had to be included 
in this new system first,” 
Ts’olo also showed. 

 General secretary of LEPSSA Motebang Leboela

NEO SENOKO 

MASERU - Some 
members of the 
local workers 

unions might miss out 
on the once off chance to 

Workers seek entry into SA without passports

commemorate this year’s 
edition of the World 
Workers Day with their 
counterparts in South 
Africa because they do not 
have passports.  

Due to an ongoing 

passport crises,  in 
Lesotho, local trade 
unions had requested the 
ministry of home affairs to 
negotiate a one-day free 
pass across the Maseru 
boarder into South Africa 

for their members who do 
not have passports.

However, such a deal 
does not come as easy as 
it might sound according 
to the ministry. 

What that means is 
that trade unionists who 
do not have passports 
might be forced to forget 
their dream trip to 
Workers Day celebrations 
in Ladybrand because 
they cannot be assisted as 
per their wish.

This year’s edition of 
the event is scheduled for 
Ladybrand on May 1 at the 
Ladybrand rugby stadium. 

According to the 
deputy minister of home 
affairs Machesetsa 
Mofomobe it is not easy 
for both countries to agree 
on such terms. 

Mofomobe said such 
an agreement would take a 
long time for both parties 
to reach a consensus on.

At first, Mofomobe said 
local unions had suggested 
that they be allowed to 
open discussions with the 

South Africa Trade Union 
COSATU, their South 
African counterparts.  
But on Friday the 
unions representatives 
approached the ministry 
for assistance on the 
matter when they hit a 
dead-end.

“Initially they said 
they would ask COSATU 
to approach the SA home 
Affairs, but they only came 
to us yesterday, asking for 
assistance and I doubt if 
that will be possible or 
even easy to do.

“This is because 
such negotiations usually 
take a long time and one 
can never certain if any 
agreement in that regard 
would be reached as that 
is such a huge decision to 
make,” Mofomobe told 
Public Eye in an interview 
yesterday.

This shall be the 
third time in history that 
both local trade unions 
and their counterparts 
that falls under COSATU 
collaborate for an event of 
this nature.
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MASERU – The 
Independent Electoral 
Commission (IEC) 

has denied knowledge of a High 
Court application by three 
IEC commissioners seeking to 
force government to renew their 
contracts and extend their tenure 
by five years.

Media reports this week said 
three IEC commissioners, namely: 
Chairperson Justice Mahapela 
Lehohla, Commissioner 
Advocate ’Mamosebi Pholo and 
Commissioner Makase Nyaphisi, 
had lodged an application 
compelling government to reverse 
its decision not to renew their 
contracts.

The reports went on to state 
that Justice Lehohla, in his 
affidavit, had argued that despite 
the expiry of their contracts, even 
the government had continued to 
recognise them as members of the 
IEC.

“. . . at the end of January, 
February and March 2019, the 
government of the Kingdom of 
Lesotho had continued to pay 
us normal monthly salaries,” 
Lehohla is quoted as having said 
in his affidavit.

But IEC Public Relations 
Officer (PRO) Tuoe Hants’i said 
after consulting with the office of 
the Acting Director of Elections 
as well as of that of Human 

IEC grinds to a halt

Resource about the details of the 
court case, both offices said they 
did not know anything about such 
a case in the courts of law against 
the government.

Pressed for further comment 
on what was actually happening 
at the IEC, Hants’i said the 
problem started when the IEC 
Commissioners’ contracts 
expired on January 7. 

He said the three 
commissioners however, 
continued to report for work 
despite having been advised 
to leave the office by the 
Principal Secretary of Law and 
Constitutional Affairs as well as 
by the Government Secretary.

Hants’i said suspended 
Director of Elections Dr 
Letholetseng Ntsike was 
summoned to appear before the 
Public Accounts Committee 
(PAC) as well as the Social 
Cluster Committee, where she 
was instructed not to spend any 
public funds on commissioners 
whose contracts have not been 
renewed as that would be against 
the financial regulations.

However, Hants’i said 
the commissioners forcefully 
suspended the Director of 
Elections with the assistance of 
the police for insubordination and 
in the process approached top 
management to convince to act 

in the position, in vain. “The four 
top management members cited 
that they fear such appointment 
for the position of Director of 
Elections would be illegal since 
it was recommended by the 
commissioners whose contracts 
have expired,” he commented.

Nonetheless, a fifth top 
management officer accepted the 
appointment but has since not 
been given executive powers by 
the Ministry of Finance, leaving 
his ability to execute daily duties 
in limbo.

For these reasons, Hants’i 

said since no one seems to know 
anything about the court case, 
that only means the IEC knows 
nothing about it.

The commissioners are 
calling upon the respondents to 
show cause, if any, why the third 
respondent which is the Council 
of State should not be restrained 
and interdicted forthwith from 
advising King Letsie III on the 
appointment of new members 
of the Independent Electoral 
Commission, pending the 
determination of their application 
and/or any appeal therefrom.

The applicants also want 
the Ministry of Finance not 
be directed and/or ordered to 
facilitate the authorisation of the 
Acting Director of Elections as 
the Chief Accounting Officer of 
the IEC. 

Alternatively, the applicants 
seek to be authorised to 
continue in office pending the 
appropriate legal measures by 
appropriate persons for the final 
determination of the title of 1st, 
2nd and 3rd applicants. 

Some IEC employees who 
asked not to be named for fear of 
reprisals said daily operations at 
the office had ground to a halt and 
morale was low as junior officers 
wondered what the future of the 
Commission held for them.

Some of them said they were 
already looking for jobs as they 
feared that their future at the 
commission was not guaranteed.

Justice Lehohla, the 
chairperson of the IEC together 
with Dr Nyaphisi and Advocate 
Pholo were first appointed on 
January 7, 2014 for a period of five 
years each.

During their term of office, 
they conducted the 2015 snap 
elections as well as the 2017 
general Assembly elections and 
the Local Government elections. 
– Lena/Staff Reporter

IEC chairperson Justice Mahapela Lehohla

IEC spokesperson Tuoe Hants’i
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NTHAKO MAJORO

MASERU - Lesotho’s 
assistant referee Souru 
Phatšoane is among 

match officials who will officiate 
at this year’s Africa Cup of 
Nations (AFCON) tournament to 
be held in Cairo, Egypt from June 
21 to July 19. 

Phatšoane, on Friday 
officiated at the Confederation 
of African Football (CAF) 
Champions League first leg semi-
final between Wydad Casablanca 
and Mamelodi Sundowns in 
Rabat, Morocco as a second 
assistant referee. 

Hosts Casablanca beat 
Sundowns 2-1 in a close contest 
at the Prince Moulay Abdellah 
Stadium. 

Goals from Salheddine Saidi 
and Aouk Badi secured a narrow 
aggregate lead for the Moroccans 
ahead of the reverse fixture 
at Lucas Moripe Stadium in 
Atteridgeville, South Africa next 
Saturday.  

Anele Ngcongca scored the 
vital away goal for Sundowns who 
are aware that a 1-0 win in the 
second leg will be enough to push 
them through to the final of the 
CAF Champions League.  

According to the Lesotho 
Referees Association public 
relations officer, Maponyane 
Letsie, Phatsoane will attend an 
AFCON workshop in Egypt next 
month aimed at preparing match 
officials for the tournament.

“He will attend an AFCON 
workshop in Egypt early in May 
in preparation for the AFCON 
Games,” Letsie told Public Eye 
on Sunday a few hours before 
Phatsoane took to the pitch 
to officiate the Casablanca-
Sundowns epic CAF Champions 
League on Friday. 

This publication has further 
learnt that Phatšoane will 

Mosotho referee AFCON-bound
also attend a week-long video 
assistant referee (VAR) workshop 
in South Africa.   

Letsie, who is a former 
international referee himself, said 
Phatšoane will be the first Lesotho 
assistant referee to officiate at the 
AFCON tournament.

“He will be the first assistant 
referee from Lesotho to officiate 
at the tournament. The whole 
country is both happy and proud 
of him,” Letsie said. 

He said Phatšoane had a 
lot of experience officiating at 
international level after being 
involved in several international 
games before. 

“In fact, if I am not mistaken, 
he officiated at more international 
games than local ones,” he 
showed. 

Other recent CAF matches 
which Phatšoane officiated in 
included the CAF Confederation 
Cup tie between Gor Mahia 
and RSB Berkane on April 7, 
the CAF Champions League 
match between Platinum and ES 
Tunis on March 16 and the CAF 
Champions League between RSB 
Berkane and Otoho d’Oyo on 
March 10.  

He also officiated in a CAF 
Confederation Cup match 
between Zamalek and NA Hussein 
Dey on February 13 and one CAF 
Champions League tie between 
Club Africain and CS Constantine 
on January 11. 

Last year, Phatšoane’s 
international appointments 
included an international friendly 
match between South Africa and 
Paraguay on November 20, where 
he officiated as the first assistant 
referee.  

Others included two CAF 
Confederation Cup matches 
between USM Alger and Al Masry 
on September 23 and Aduana 
Stars and ASEC Mimosas on 
August 19.         


