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Judgment reserved in LCS officers’ case

Kamoli extends own detention

RELEBOHILE TSOAMOTSE
 

MASERU – Former 
army chief Tlali 
Kamoli and other 
top soldiers locked 

up with him might remain in 
remand prison for much longer 
after they virtually extended 
their own detention orders.

This after the so-called high 
profile awaiting trial prisoners 
appealed a Constitutional Court 
judgement dismissing their 
attempt to block foreign judges 
from hearing their cases.

This means their cases 
originally slated for trial next 
August may be delayed further 
to allow the appeal process to run 
its course. 

At law, an appeal suspends a 
judgement.

Kamoli joined former Defence 
Minister Ts`eliso Mokhosi and 
14 other officers in affixing their 
signatures to papers filed in 
the Appeal Court last week in 
a renewed bid to overturn the 
appointment of the judges. 

The applicants maintain the 
executive interfered with the 
recruitment of the judges and 
want the apex court to set aside 
their appointment after the 
ConCourt rejected their request 
last month.

They petitioned the ConCourt 
in February arguing importing 
judges was unconstitutional and 
that the executive had stepped 
into the judicial arena when it 
initiated the appointments.

Their trials were continually 
postponed while government 
scoured the region for competent 
judges to preside over the 
sensitive criminal trials.

Zimbabwean judge, Charles 
Hungwe was eventually appointed 

and sworn in at the High Court 
but was forced to return home 
after the ConCourt challenge was 
mounted.

In their court papers, the 
trialists had asked the court 
to nullify Justice Hungwe’s 
appointment and any other 
foreign judge hired to hear their 
cases.

The group alleged the judges 
had been handpicked to send 
them to the gallows. 

In an affidavit filed for all 
applicants in February, Mokhosi 
said they had decided to 
challenge the appointment of the 
judges owing to their right to a 
fair trial before an independent 
and impartial court.

He had argued: “The 
participation of the attorney 
general, the legal advisor of 
the executive and Director 
of Prosecutions (DDP), the 
prosecuting authority in our 
trials gives me an impression 
that certain judges are picked to 
achieve certain desired criminal 
outcomes.”

The ConCourt ruled on May 
2 nonetheless that government 
acted constitutionally in 
initiating the recruitment of the 
judges and that in doing so, it was 
assisting the courts to protect 
their “independence, dignity and 
effectiveness”.

“When government 
approached its development 
partners and Southern African 
Development Community 
(Sadc) counterparts regarding 
funding of the prosecution of 
their criminal trials, it was 
acting constitutionally in 
terms of section 118 (3) of the 
constitution…”

Mokhosi is implicated in 
Police Constable Mokalekale 

Khetheng’s murder and had been 
expected to attend a pretrial 
conference on August 12. 

Kamoli is facing 14 counts of 
murder including the murder of 
former army chief Maaparankoe 
Mahao with the pretrial 
conference set for August 21.

In the latest appeal, they 
maintain the executive interfered 
with the functions of the Judicial 
Service Commission (JSC) when 
it initiated the appointment of 
the foreign judges.

They claim the ConCourt 
erred and misdirected itself 
in finding that there was no 
interference with the powers 
of the JSC, that it was wrong 
to have rejected Chief Justice 
Nthomeng Majara`s affidavit 
as evidence to prove that 
government was actively involved 
in the appointment of the 
foreign judges.The affidavit was 
filed in the Chief Justice`s case 
against Prime Minister Thomas 
Thabane, as she sought to bar 
him from impeaching her.

“Recently, government 
initiated efforts to recruit foreign 
judges without following the 
Constitution, I warned them that 
the constitution did not support 
their conduct as the recruitment 
falls within the mandate of the 
Judicial Service Commission 
and not the executive arm of the 
state. I advised that they should 
leave the issue of recruitment 
with JSC…” Majara said in her 
affidavit.

The ConCourt said the 
affidavit could only be considered 
if it was tendered as supporting 
evidence and not as the sole basis 

on which the court had to decide 
that the executive had interfered 
with the JSC. The court said the 
affidavit was hearsay evidence, 
thus inadmissible.

But Mokhosi has argued that 
“the admissibility of the Chief 
Justice`s affidavit was a matter 
that should have been raised and 
pleaded by respondents so as to 
enable appellants to deal with it 
in a variety of ways open to them 
…”

Also, he argues that the 
“CJ`s affidavit could not be 
inadmissible hearsay evidence in 
that the maker is the chairperson 
of the Judicial Service 
Commission”.

They are also arguing that the 
ConCourt erred and misdirected 
itself in holding that the manner 
in which Justice Hungwe and 
other foreign judges had been 
appointed did not violate the 
provisions of the constitution 
which guarantees the right to a 
fair trial.

Mokhosi and company also 
aver that “given the nature and 
importance of the matter that 
was before it (ConCourt), the 
court a quo was bound to refer the 
matter to oral evidence and avoid 
dismissing it on technicality…”

They added: “The case 
involved the executive 
interference in the appointment 
of judicial officers and this was 
a matter that the court was 
duty bound to deal with on 
the merits so as to remove any 
public perceptions that could or 
could not be good for the proper 
execution of the mandate of the 
judiciary.”

Former army chief Tlali Kamoli

Zimbabwean judge, 
Charles Hungwe
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. . . Mochoboroane calls for separate anti-graft court

KANANELO BOLOETSE AND
NEO SENOKO

MASERU –  Amid 
growing offshore 
interest in the local 
cannabis industry, 

two Canadian companies have 
injected millions of loti into 
the booming sector, creating 
hundreds of new jobs, directly 
and in downstream firms.

Canadian listed company 
White Sheep Corporation on 
Thursday said it is constructing 
a cannabis production facility at 
Masianokeng in Maseru to grow 
medicinal marijuana and process 
it into high concentration oils.

Another Canadian firm, Halo 
Labs says it has acquired Lesotho 
based medicinal cannabis 
producer Bophelo Bioscience 
and Wellness for about $18.4m 
(M262m) as the company looks 
to expand into the global market

A few weeks ago White 
Sheep Corporation announced 
purchasing 9.7 hectares of prime 
real estate in Masianokeng along 
the Mafeteng road and said it 
was planning to build a 300,000 
square feet (sq. ft.) factory on the 
site.

White sheep is focused on 
building compliant facilities in 
low-cost global jurisdictions 
where infrastructure (mechanical, 
power, and labour) is inexpensive 
and readily available.

It secured a vertically 
integrated license to cultivate, 
manufacture (extract, process 
and produce end products), 
distribute, securely store, 
domestically transport, 
and export cannabis and its 
derivatives for medicinal 
purposes from Lesotho.

Lesotho was the first African 
nation to legalize the commercial 
cultivation of medical cannabis.  
Around 50 licenses have been 
issued since legalization in 2016. 

“White Sheep is very excited 
to break ground and see the quick 
progress underway on our land in 
Lesotho as we execute our vision 
to become a global leader in 
low-cost cannabis production,” 
Hamish Sutherland, Founder 
and Co-Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO0 of White Sheep said in a 
statement. 

Cannabis boom 
to create jobs

“Our excellent Team 
Africa leaders have been active 
for the past eight months, 
purchasing the land, preparing 
the infrastructure, approving 
the blueprints, and choosing 
suppliers for this project. Our 
prior experience designing, 
building and operating cGMP/
ISO certified facilities establishes 
the right ingredients and the 
right market conditions to be 
generating revenue in 2020,” 
Sutherland added.

Having exported medical 
cannabis to Canada already, the 
CEO further said, Lesotho is 
poised to become one of the early 
global cannabinoid providers.

White sheep is one of the first 
movers in this new market and 
plans to become the preferred 
supplier and brand of choice.

The facility at Masianokeng 
will be a steel-panelled 
greenhouse optimal for growing 
conditions and increased security 
and will feature hydroponics and 
a customised heating and cooling 
system to deliver crops.

“White Sheep is pushing 
to complete the first part of 
Phase One (approximately 
100,000 sq. ft.) in Quarter 4 
of 2019, which would generate 
cannabis crops in Quarter 1 
of 2020. Once the 300,000 
sq. ft. is fully operational, the 
facility is projected to produce 
approximately 58,200 kgs of 
cannabis per year,” the company 
said in a statement.

“White Sheep’s global 
analysis guided us to southern 
Africa, specifically Lesotho, 
because it is known for benevolent 
mountainous conditions that 
are ideally suited for controlled 
greenhouse operations such as 
ours high altitude, low humidity, 
and sunny climate.

“Lesotho is a politically 
stable constitutional monarchy 
led by a pro-medical cannabis 
government with favourable 
corporate tax rates. There is a 
stable and experienced work 
force that is already accustomed 
to adhering to cGMP standards 
in the fabric and textile industry 
(which exports significant 
quantities to global brands such 
as Levi’s) and the diamond 
mining industry (led by Gem 

Diamond’s Letšeng mine),” the 
statement added.

White Sheep purchased 
property that has power, water, 
mechanical infrastructure, and 
“immediate access to qualified 
labour to produce high quality 
medical cannabis and derivatives 
for global export markets”.

It said there is a river on the 
property and the government had 
sunk  a well, “so there is constant 
access to clean, fresh mountain 
water which is untainted by 
pesticides”.

The facility is located beside 
a road and just 500 metres from 
an electrical switching station.

Halo Labs, which is listed 
on Toronto’s NEO Exchange, 
said in a statement it expects 
the transaction to strengthen its 
position in Lesotho. 

Halo’s initial partnership 
with Bophelo included operation 
of the five-hectare cultivation and 
production site and purchase of 
its entire production in exchange 
for a 20 percent equity stake and 
royalty on cannabis sales.

But the company now has 
purchased the entire share 
capital of Bophelo for M262 
million. 

“This transaction is expected 
to strengthen our position in a 
region strategically set to become 
the international pharmaceutical 
and nutraceutical companies 
in these attractive and growing 
markets,” the company said in a 
statement. 

 “Lesotho’s high altitude and 
low humidity climate made it a 
competitive cannabis producer. 
The country also benefits from 
access to water, low utility costs 
and taxes as well as competitive 
labor rates,” Halo Chief 
Executive Officer Kiran Sidhu 

added in a statement. 
Halo is a cannabis extraction 

company that develops and 
manufactures quality cannabis. 
The company is a global leader 
in cannabis oil and concentrates 
and has expertise across all 
major cannabis manufacturing 
processes, leveraging proprietary 
processes and products. 

The company has produced 
over 4.0m grams of oils and 
concentrates since inception.

Beyond providing a source 
of low cost cannabis inputs and 
products for Europe and other 
regions, Halo believes that 
Africa boasts a strong consumer 
market, with data suggesting 
that there are currently over 83 
million annual cannabis users on 
the continent. 

The current market is 
estimated at $37.3 billion in 
combined legal and illegal sales 
out of $344.4 billion worldwide. 

The chairman and non-
executive director of Bophelo, 
Louisa Mojela also stated that 
the acquisition of Bophelo by 
Halo raises hope of a prosperous 
future. “The acquisition gives 
me great hope for the future of 
Africa’s cannabis industry. I am 
glad to be working with Halo’s 
executive team, together we will 
strengthen Lesotho’s position 
as the breadbasket for Europe, 
Australia and other global 
markets,” Mojela added in a 
statement. 

Bophelo is the holder of 
the largest license issued in 
Lesotho to produce cannabis 
products. Situated in Mafeteng, 
the company acquired over 200 
hectares of land and aspires to 
become the leading producer of 
medicinal cannabis products in 
Africa.   
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In last week’s issue of Public 
Eye, Bongiwe Zihlangu 
penned an impressively rich 
feature titled “Indifferent 

academics, captured judiciary, 
pliant Parliament equally to 
blame for crisis”. 

This was after covering 
the launch of Prof Makoa’s 
book, “Politics, Government 
and Governance in Lesotho Since 
1993”. The goal here is merely 
to expand on some of the most 
important, patriotically honest 
words spoken by Prof Makoa 
and even link them to some of 
our mediocre practical political 
realities. 

But what is the importance 
of the words spoken by 
Prof Makoa? Everything, 
particularly now when like a 
helicopter hit by a missile, the 
hope of thousands of people is 
in a fiery tailspin because their 
hope has been hit by the reality 
that their favourite politician 
(The Prime Minister) was all 
along taking them for a rough 
ride. 

Prof  Makoa  neither 
mentioned a politician nor 
political party by name but 
because of the current state of 
affairs within the All Basotho 
Convention (ABC) and by 
extension, the government and 
the country, I will link what 
he said with the currently self 
defeating, turbulence of the 
yellow tower of Lesotho politics, 
the All Basotho Convention. 
What is most relevant about 
what Prof Makoa said is that 
Basotho need to rethink politics 
and to do that, word for word, he 

If knowledge is power, how 
powerful are Basotho?

said:
“The starting point is always 

a serious search for knowledge. In 
other words, people need to be fully 
informed about what is happening 
in Lesotho and be on the right tag. 
If you operate from the wrong tag, 
you will always miss the point and 
get into trouble”

What does he mean about the 
rethinking of politics and how is 
the search for knowledge relevant 
in this rethinking process? For 
a start, politics in Lesotho is 
holistically populist and the 
people’s attachment to political 
leaders is based on the charisma 

of the latter. Not the substance of 
what they and their propaganda 
machinery says to hype both the 
leader and the party. 

This applies to the rest of 
our political parties/leaders and 
towards the end of this piece, 
I will give a little snippet of 
how on the basis of a carefully 
calculated, expertly crafted 
and disseminated propaganda, 

As I see it 

NKOPANE MATHIBELI

at forefront of which was the 
defunct Facebook character 
Makhaola Qalo (the Baba Jukwa 
of Lesotho politics), the meteoric 
rise of the political fortunes of 
both the ABC and it’ leader(s) 
was actualised. 

It is worthy to note that in 
the context of a participatory 
democratic system, all political 
power rests in the electorate/The 
People thereby giving credence to 
the saying that “The People are 
more powerful than the people 
they put in power”. 

In essence, this means that 
democracy is a dictatorship of 

The People but since knowledge 
is power, the implication is that 
without the necessary knowledge 
through which to determine the 
political relevance of leaders 
and their political parties, The 
People are essentially powerless. 

Through its own ignorance, 
the people inevitably forfeit 
their own power but still have 
the audacity to demonise a 

leader they voluntarily elected; 
a leader who their new found 
“consciousness” informs them he 
is not useful. 

It is against this background 
that I am of the opinion that 
the ongoing, highly spirited 
demonisation of Motsoahae 
Thabane is a subliminal self-
demonisation by ABC patrons. 
What they must know, if 
they were not aware, is that 
according to the traditions of 
Machiavellianism, he is a master 
dribbler who played his game 
exceptionally well. Now that his 
game has left their stadium, it is 
best that they watch-out for other 
disciples of Machiavelli who may 
tactfully use his “mishaps” to 
also dribble past them for the 
golden prize – State power.

In summary, I’ll only use two 
of the most destructive political 
decisions that ABC patrons, 
overwhelmed by political 
euphoria, rubberstamped. These 
decisions greatly contributed to 
the loss of the peace and stability 
of this Kingdom. Though by 
then, the political fortunes of the 
ABC were already significantly 
high, the first decision pushed 
them higher than anything ever 
did while the second one nudged 
them a little bit higher though 
it’s aftermath is now attributed 
solely to the self interestedness 
of the Prime Minister. 

The first decision was 
the removal of Lieutenant 
General Tlali Kamoli, replaced 

by Lieutenant General 
Maaparankoe Mahao and its 
climax was the ever regrettable 
death of the latter. The second 
one was the removal of Chief 
Justice Nthomeng Majara, 
replaced by Acting Chief 
Justice ‘Maseforo Mahase and 
its gloomy climax is the current 
fiasco within the judiciary. 

Within Lesotho’s 
constitutional dispensation, 
the Prime Minister has the 
prerogative to effect both 
removals but following due 
process. Were due processes 
followed? Not exactly to the 
letter. Instead, the propaganda 
machine did it’s thing and the 
master dribbler scored. Is he 

to blame? No. Recently, a public 
uproar forced the reversal of a 
grossly miscalculated taxi fare 
hike, why wasn’t there an uproar 
in these two instances? 

Because to Basotho, politics 
is the opium that disables their 
objectivity when dealing with 
critical issues. This has to stop 
and the acquisition of knowledge/
power is key.

The starting point is always a 
serious search for knowledge. 

In other words, people need 
to be fully informed about what is 

happening in Lesotho and be on the 
right tag. If you operate from the 

wrong tag, you will always miss 
the point and get into trouble

Opinion
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BONGIWE ZIHLANGU

MT. MOOROSI 
– Minister of 
Communications, 
Science and 

Technology Thesele ‘Maseribane’s 
wife ‘Marets’elisitsoe rarely hogs 
the limelight like her politician 
husband. On Saturday, however, 
she outshone him at a party 
to celebrate the couple’s 35th 
wedding anniversary when she had 
well-wishers doubling over with 
laughter.   

While she was happy that her 
marriage to her handsome prince 
was well into its fourth decade, “it 
(had) not (been) an easy journey at 
all”. 

Why? Well…because of those 
“women and girlfriends”. “It was 
not an easy 35 years. I’d be lying if 
I said it was. Today, I need to tell 
those women and girlfriends who 
got close to him (Thesele) over the 
years that I’m not going anywhere. 
“My children and I are not going 

‘MAPALO NKHELOANE

MASERU - Unitaid, 
an international 
o r g a n i s a t i o n 
that invests 

in innovations to prevent, 
diagnose and treat HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria more 
quickly, on Friday handed the 
Point-Of-Care Early Infant 
Diagnosis, (POE EID) project 
over to the Ministry of Health.

The POE EID project was 
facilitated by Elizabeth Glaser 
Pediatric AIDS Foundation, 
(EGPAF) with the financial 

Govt gets project 
to save HIV 
positive babies

support of Unitaid. POE EID 
allows health care professionals 
to provide rapid HIV test results 
for babies born to HIV-positive 
mothers. 

The result is typically 
returned on the same day the 
blood sample is collected. 
POE EID also allows HIV-
positive infants to be initiated 
on treatment - antiretroviral 
therapy (ART) as soon as 
possible, usually on the same 
day, greatly improving their 
health and survival. 

Babies of HIV-positive 
mothers can become infected 

with HIV in the womb, at birth, 
or through their mother’s breast 
milk. Infants infected with 
HIV in the womb or at birth 
experience quick onset of illness 
and risk of death because of 
their immature immune system. 

To ensure their health and 
survival, all infants born to 
HIV positive mothers should 
be tested for HIV before two 
months of age, with prompt 
return of test results and rapid 
start of treatment for those who 
are diagnosed as HIV-positive. 

According to EGPAF 
Lesotho, Lesotho has the 
second highest HIV prevalence 
in the world, with 25.6% of 
adults aged 15-59 living with 
HIV (approximately 306, 000 
people) and an additional 
estimated 13,000 HIV-positive 
children below age 15. 

Without treatment, up to 
half of HIV-infected children 
will die before their second 
birthday. Yet in Lesotho only 
7,800 HIV positive children are 
on ART. Low rates of early infant 
HIV diagnosis and paediatric 
HIV testing continues to be the 
biggest barriers to initiation of 
lifesaving treatment.

Speaking on behalf of the 
Unitaid at the project transition 
event, Remi Beghin, the Director 
of Alliance Francaise, Maseru, 
said Unitaid was created thanks 
to the vision of former French 
President, Jacques Chirac. 

Beghin explained that 
with funding and support 
from Unitaid, EGPAF has 

worked hand in hand with the 
government of Lesotho since 
2015 to increase access to early 
infant diagnosis of HIV, and 
decrease the time of waiting for 
HIV test results from months to 
minutes.

“These remarkable 
achievements were made 
thanks to the introduction of 
innovative, new-to-market point 
of care testing technologies into 
the health services of Lesotho,” 
Beghin said. He further indicated 
that Lesotho, together with 14 
other countries was a beneficiary 
of point-of-care early infant 
diagnosis platform through a 
Unitaid-supported project that 
demonstrated overwhelmingly 
positive results. 

He said the project 
confirmed that point-of-care 
testing not only produces better 
health outcomes, but that the 
technology is also cost-effective 
and a wise investment.  

“Now, Point-of-care testing 
is available to more than half 
of all HIV-exposed infants in 
Lesotho. With the commitment 
of the government, donors and 
partners, these remarkable 
diagnostic technologies can and 
should be sustained and scaled 
up for the benefit of HIV-exposed 
infants, their others, their 
families, their communities, and 
their country,” Beghin said.

He thanked the Ministry 
of Health, EGPAF, and other 
key partners for forging a path 
forward, for the new and highly 
performing technology.        

Director of Alliance Francaise Remi Beghin and Minister of Health  Nkaku Kabi

‘Maseribane’s wife warns off ‘those women and girlfriends’
anywhere. My husband and this 
family are going to push forward 
no matter what. There’s no turning 
back for us. Even the church has 
told us that there’s no turning 
back.” Well said ‘Marets’elisitsoe. 
But did her husband agree with 
her?

As usual, he opted to stick 
to what he knows best: the safer 
terrain of politics.

He reminisced about his 
father’s death, how the politics 
of the time had him gobsmacked 
and... reluctantly those women.

Then, like a stitch in time to 
save his life, he found his own 
“Belle of the Ball”. Suddenly life 
looked rosier as he now had “a 
shoulder to lean on”.

“Ours was not an easy marriage 
because my family had already 
chosen someone for me, while I 
loved her (‘Marets’elisitsoe). So, 
I had to defy my family. What 
made it worse was the politics. 

She was from a Congress family 
while I was from BNP. “Hence, 
we had to get married without our 
parents’ blessings but we forged 
ahead anyway.” And then he 
blithely glossed over the Casanova 
days. He was young. But luckily 
‘Maretselisitsoe stuck by him.

“Yes, I did stray and would 
arrive home late or the next day. 
But I must thank her for putting 
up with me and raising our family,” 
Thesele said.

‘Maseribane said while he 
loved politics, his was a turbulent 
journey because his surname made 

him stick out like a sore thumb.  
And in keeping with the spirit of 
contrition invoked by LCD leader 
Mothjeoa Metsing last week, 
Thesele pleaded for forgiveness 
from family, foe and friend alike 
– especially those on whose toes 
his big shoes had stepped. Did he 
mean to harm anyone? Not at all! 

He did it for the love of his 
family, BNP and country.  Not 
necessarily in that order though.

But then unlike his 
boss in government, he has 
‘Maretselisitsoe to “hold my hand 
and pray for our family”.
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MASERU -  The 
Lesotho Football 
Association (LeFA) 
will next week host 

under 15 inter-districts youth 
soccer tournaments in the 
Northern and Southern regions.

In the Northern region, 
Maputsoe DIFA stadium will 
host northern district teams 
next week Wednesday, while 
Mohale’s Hoek will host districts 
from the southern region, two 
days later. 

LeFA Information Officer 
Mikia Kalati said the purpose 
of the tournaments is to scout 
for budding talent for both the 
under 15 and 17 national teams.

He said national team 
coaches will attend the tourneys 
to scout for talent at the two 
venues, adding that under 
17 national team - popularly 
known as Bahlabani -  coach 
Halemakale Mahlaha will be on 
the lookout for players to add 

to his squad for the forthcoming 
COSAFA U-17 competition.

Kalati said the District 
Football Associations (DIFAs) 
offices are expected to organise 
transport for teams in their 
regions to the stadiums while 
LeFA will take care of the rest.

“The LeFA Inter-districts 
soccer youth soccer tournament 
has been an annual event  
staged during the schools 
holidays to allow students to 
participate in this project,” he 
commented.

He said this is part of 
LeFA’s School of Excellence 
football programme launched by 
association President, Advocate 
Salemane Phafane KC to 
promote football at grassroots 
level.

As part of the School of 
Excellence, LeFA organises 
camps during winter school 
vacations, festive seasons 
and during the independence 
holidays to ensure camps do not 
clash with study commitments.

During these  camps, the 
players are equipped with basic 
soccer skills and life-skills while 
coaches attend the sessions to 
scout for talent.

Likuena players are 
meanwhile watching the ongoing 
2019 Africa Cup of Nations 
(AFCON) finals from home 
after failing at the last hurdle 
to qualify for the continental 
finals, and rueing what might 
have been.

The 2019 AFCON 
finals kicked off in Cairo, 
Egypt on Friday with hosts 
Egypt narrowly beating 
Zimbabwe 1 – 0 in the opener. 
Another AFCON fixture that 
drew Basotho’s attention was 
the East African derby pitting 
Uganda against Burundi.

This is because the Uganda 
Cranes topped group L from 
which Likuena failed to qualify. 
Besides being the only team 
that collected maximum points 
from Likuena after beating them 
home and away, Uganda went on 

to surprisingly lose their final 
game against Tanzania’s Taifa 
Stars 3-0.

The Taifa Stars’ victory 
ensured that the East African 
nation qualified for the AFCON 
finals, as listless Likuena were 
held to a disappointing goalless 
draw by Cape Verde’s Blue 
Sharks. Likuena needed to win 
to qualify.

Uganda and Tanzania 
qualified dealing a shattering 
blow to Likuena’s hopes of 
showcasing their skills at 
Africa’s greatest sporting event 
for the first time in their history. 

However, all is not lost for 
Basotho as they can look out for 
matches one of their own Souru 
Phats’oane will officiate at the 
competition, the first time a 
Mosotho has been accorded this 
honour.

Other COSAFA member 
nations at AFCON are Angola, 
Madagascar, Namibia, South 
Africa together with Zimbabwe.

- LENA

Lefa hosts schools football jamboree

LeFA Vice President and Likuena Team Manager Rantsubise Matete and LeFA Communication Officer Mikia Kalati


