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Judgment reserved in LCS officers’ case

KANANELO BOLOETSE

MASERU – 
Government has 
vowed to afford 
former Minister of 

Social development and Member 
of Parliament for Lithabaneng 
constituency ‘Matebatso Doti 
necessary protection after she 
was robbed at gunpoint at her 
home in Maseru on Thursday 
night.

“Police working together with 
other security establishments, 
have launched investigations 
that will lead to the arrest 
of these goons,” government 
spokesperson Nthakeng Pheelo 
Selinyane said in a statement on 
Friday.

Selinyane said as 
investigations continue, 
“government will do everything 
to ensure that protection 

‘We will arrest those goons’
. . . govt vows to catch Doti’s assailants

of honourable Doti is not 
jeopardised in any way”.

Doti was kicked out of 
cabinet in February after she 
was elected deputy spokesperson 
of the governing All Basotho 
Convention (ABC).

She was one of the ABC 
stalwarts who openly threw their 
weight behind Professor Nqosa 
Mahao who was elected deputy 
leader against party leader Prime 
Minister Thomas Thabane’s 
wishes.

Police on Friday said on 
Thursday at around 11pm, 
about eight assailants broke 
into Doti’s house through a 
bathroom window and stormed 
her bedroom where they found 
her asleep.

“The attackers stabbed 
honourable Doti several times 
with a sharp object,” police 
spokesperson Superintendent 

Mpiti Mopeli said in a statement.
Mopeli said the assailants 

then took two guns from the 
house, ATM cards and a wallet 
which had M400 and Doti’s car 
keys.

“They fled with her car which 
was later found abandoned and 
they also withdrew M4,000 from 
the First National Bank (FNB) 
ATM,” he added.

He said investigations had 
been launched and called on 
anyone with information that 
might lead to the arrest of the 
suspects to “come forward”.

On Friday Selinyane said 
Deputy Prime Minister Monyane 
Moleleki, who is acting prime 
minister in the absence of 
Thabane, rushed to Doti’s home 
after learning about the tragic 
incident.

He said government was 
comforted by the fact that 

even though those assailants 
who were reportedly many and 
heavily armed fled with Doti’s 
cash which they withdrew from 
the bank after stabbing her, they 
did not take her life.

Selinyane noted the attack 
on Doti was the latest in a 
string of violent attacks which 
have a direct terrorising 
effect, generating fear and 
disrupting the functioning of the 
communities.

He said government has 
taken measures to capacitate law 
enforcement agencies to adopt an 
operational approach to stabilise 
particularly aggravated violent 
crimes which have instilled 
fear in the innocent, vulnerable 
and law-abiding citizens of the 
country.

On June 20, Younus Vohra, 
a 51-year-old Indian business 
was shot dead by unidentified 
persons.

According to Salman Vohra, 
his son, Younus was at his shop 
when four unidentified persons 
assaulted him and one of them 
shot him dead. The attackers 
looted the shop and broke the 
CCTV cameras, according to 
Salman.

Younus was waiting for a 
friend to pick him up when the 
assailants broke into the shop.

Doti is one of a handful of 
ABC MPs who have broken 
ranks with government and 
continually criticise Thabane’s 
administration in public.

She was recently expelled 
from ABC by Thabane but is 
challenging her expulsion in the 
High Court.

Doti has publicly announced 
that she profoundly regrets 
casting her vote for the 
regulations on the marketing and 
selling of wool and mohair which 
government imposed on wool 
and mohair farmers last year.

Under these regulations, 
which came into effect in 
September 2018, all wool and 
mohair producers are forced 
to cut ties with South African-
based wool brokerage BKB 
and compelled to supply their 
product to a Lesotho-registered 
company run by Chinese 
businessman Guohui Stone Shi.

The dissenting ABC MPs 
have in the past few months 
complained about poor service 
delivery and increasing number 
of corruption cases in Thabane’s 
government. 

One of them, MP for Koro-
Koro constituency Motebang 
Koma in June filed a motion of 
no confidence against Thabane’s 
premiership.

Former Minister of Social Development and Member of Parliament ‘Matebatso Doti 
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CBL sounds warning over EASE
KANANELO BOLOETSE

MASERU – The 
Central Bank of 
Lesotho (CBL) has 
warned consumers 

to desist from engaging in any 
business with a company called 
EASE as it is not a licensed 
institution.

“The Central Bank of 
Lesotho, as the Commissioner 
of Financial Institutions, has 
become aware that there is a 
company by the name of EASE 
which invites members of the 
public to buy its shares on the 
pretext that it is in the process 
of registering a stock exchange 
with the CBL,” the bank said in 
a statement on Thursday.

“Members of the public are 
advised to desist from engaging 
in any business with the said 
company as it is not a licensed 
institution and, therefore, is not 
allowed to receive deposits from 
the public.”

Public Eye investigations 
have revealed that EASE is 
little more than a letterbox 
company with no presence in 
Lesotho. This paper confirmed 
from the companies register 
that there is no company 
registered under such a name.

It is an offence for an 
unauthorized firm or person 
to provide financial services 
in Lesotho that would require 
authorisation under relevant 

. . . dissuades Basotho from investing in bogus firm

legislation. CBL also said it is 
engaged with law enforcement 
agencies regarding the activities 
of the said company.

“Members of the public are 
earnestly advised to be careful 

with their hard-earned money 
and enter into agreements that 
involve money only with licensed 
financial institutions,” it said.

In January this year, CBL was 
forced to release a warning after 
statements floated on the social 
media stating that one of the 
bank’s employees was an agent 
of a company that was marketing 
the sale of shares of one local 
company.

“It has come to the attention 
of the Central Bank of Lesotho 
that there are statements 
circulating on social media 
stating that one of its employees 
has an agreement with a company 
that is marketing the sale of 
shares of one local company,” it 
said then.

“The Central Bank of 
Lesotho informs members of 
the public that it is not part 
of that arrangement and that 
no employees of the bank have 
been authorized to make such 
statements on behalf of the 
bank,” it added.

CBL has in recent years 
had to blow the whistle to save 

unsuspecting members of the 
public keen to make a quick buck 
from investing money in bogus 
outfits.

The nation is still reeling 
from a monumental con job 
in which thousands of private 
investors lost M400 million to 
MKM in a ponzi scheme.

The MKM saga has run 
for many years now after the 
Ponzi scheme was shut down 
in November 2007 by the CBL 
when it emerged the company 
was operating banking and 
insurance businesses in violation 
of the Financial Institution Act 
1999 and Insurance Act of 1976.

A CBL- commissioned 
investigation conducted by 
South African firm, Price water 
house Coopers, revealed that of 
the M400 million invested by 
depositors, MKM — comprising 
MKM Marketing Ltd, Star Lion 
Group Ltd, Star Lion Insurance 
Ltd and Star Lion Gold Coin 
Investment (Pty) Ltd — could 
only account for M100 million 
in assets that included buildings 
and vehicles.

Many individuals lost huge 
sums of money, some of which 
had been borrowed from banks 
in the hope of making a quick 
return which never materialized.

The scandal’s ripple effects 
may never be properly quantified 
but it is generally believed some 
of the victims were send to an 
early grave by sicknesses induced 
by the heavy losses. 

Last year, one Tšeliso 
Manyeli on behalf of the MKM 
investors wrote an appeal to 
Prime Minister Tom Thabane 
said, in part: “Ten years is to us 
a very long time for the CBL to 
have completed what had to be 
done to have our money returned 
to us and we do believe that the 
CBL has completed that work.

“We have since November 
2007, when the CBL stopped the 
operations of MKM, suffered 
financially and emotionally with 
some of our colleagues having 
died and others suffering serious 
mental and physical harm.

“In this petition we humbly 
ask that you (Dr Thabane and 
the government) arrange to have 
our money from MKM returned 
to us by the end of September 
2018.”

Central Bank of Lesotho Governor Rets’elisitsoe Matlanyane

Simon 
Thebe-ea-khale 
MKM owner
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MASERU - Acting 
Chief Justice (ACJ) 
’Maseforo Mahase 
erred in hearing 

the case involving All Basotho 
Convention (ABC) and the 
disputed deputy leader Professor 
Nqosa Mahao-led camp of ABC 
in her chambers, judges have 
said.

Appeal Court judges 
remarked the decision to hear 
the matter in chambers was 
against the High Court rule 
which provides that all matters 
shall be heard in open court.

In the appeal, disputed ABC 
Deputy leader Prof Mahao, 
disputed Secretary General, 
Lebohang Hlaele, chairperson 
Samuel Rapapa, assistant 
spokesperson Matebatso Doti 
and spokesperson Montoeli 
Masoetsa appealed justice 
Mahase’s decision to dismiss 
their application for her recusal 
despite a formal application 
placed before her.

The Thabane-led faction 
successfully blocked the 
special conference called by 
the Mahao camp on July 4 but 
they complained about ACJ’s 
conduct in the matter after she 
insisted that the matter be heard 
in her chambers.

Lawyers representing the 
Mahao camp left her courtroom 
as a result and did not argue 
their case. The lawyers alleged 
Justice Mahase played an audio 
clip from a WhatsApp group in 
which she alleged supporters 
of the Mahao camp were 
threatening her.

The recusal application was 
not moved but Justice Mahase 
subsequently gave orders in the 
main application and blocked 
the special conference. 

In cancelling the conference, 
Justice Mahase also restrained 
and interdicted the Mahao camp 
from passing themselves as 
members of the ABC National 
Executive Committee (NEC).

“The respondents and/
or their supporters or agents 
be and are hereby interdicted 
and restrained from convening, 
holding and/or addressing the 
intended special Conference 
of All Basotho Convention 
scheduled for 6 July 2019 pending 
the finalisation thereof…” reads 
part of the order.

Mahao’s camp then 
appealed Justice Mahase’s 
decision not to recuse herself 
and argued that in dealing with 
the main application, it means 
Justice Mahase “dismissed 

Appeal Court faults 
Acting Chief Justice

and disregarded the recusal 
application before her…”

They also said Justice 
Mahase erred and misdirected 
herself by allocating the case 
to herself and two other judges 
and going on to grant orders as 
she did while there was another 
pending case before the High 
Court with the same parties and 
issues.

They argue that it is not 
the business of Chief Justice 
to allocate cases/distribute 
business of the High Court but it 
is the duty of the Registrar.

During the appeal hearing on 
Thursday evening, Acting Judge 
of the Appeal Court, Justice 
Petrus Damaseb (Presiding) said 
he had a problem with a judge 
insisting on hearing the matter in 
her chambers despite the other 
side showing dissatisfaction with 
the decision.

“I personally have a problem 
with a judge who hears the 
matter in chambers yet the High 
Court rules are clear that all 
matters shall be in open court…”

Judge Damaseb, however, 
asked Advocate Nkoya Hlaele 
for the complainants if their 
complaints about the conduct 
of the ACJ are not grounds 
for a review application not 
necessarily grounds for an appeal 
but Nkoya replied that declining 
the recusal application is a final 
order hence it is appealable.

Advocate Hlaele told the 
court that although their 
grounds may be of a review 
than those of an appeal, if the 
court declines jurisdiction, there 
might be miscarriage of justice. 
She added this could also trigger 
endless litigation if they go for 
a review or apply for rescission 
of the order granted by Justice 
Mahase.

Hlaele invited the court to 
take judicial notice of the ACJ 
and her relationship with ABC 
cases and thereby asked the 
court to remit the matter back 
to the High Court and ensure it 
is dealt with by a different judge 
and is allocated by a relevant 
authority.

Advocate Rapapa Sepiriti 
who represents ABC and its 
NEC urged the court to decline 
jurisdiction in that Mahao 
and company said they are 
challenging Justice Mahase’s 
decision to dismiss the recusal 
application but the court did not 
pronounce itself on the recusal.

“The High Court has not 
pronounced itself on the recusal 
application because counsel did 
not move their application, it 
remains pending before the High 
Court,” Sepiriti said.

He also submitted that the 
appeal was improperly made 
before the judges as it was only 
filed on July 16 and was never 
accompanied by exceptional 
reasons why it should be on the 
special sitting session not the 
normal October session adding 
that the application was never 
enrolled.

Sepiriti also argued the 
grounds of appeal by Mahao and 
company are grounds for review 
and asked the court to dismiss 
the application.

Acting Chief Justice (ACJ) ’Maseforo Mahase
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MASERU - The Law 
Society has argued 
that Prime Minister 
Thomas Thabane 

is still at liberty to suspend 
President of the Appeal Court, 
Dr Kananelo Mosito despite the 
premier agreeing to withdraw 
his letter of intention to suspend 
Mosito.

Thabane on Wednesday 
agreed to withdraw the show 
cause letter to Mosito on why 
he should not be suspended 
pending investigations into his 
competency to lead the Apex 
Court.

The withdrawal came as 
a result of pressure from Law 
Society, Civil Organisations and 
citizens who urged Thabane to 
withdraw the letter. 

The lawyers’ body, as well 
as the embattled All Basotho 
Convention (ABC) leader Prof 
Nqosa Mahao together with 
his four colleagues challenged 
Thabane’s “show cause” letter 
in court on two separate cases. 

Mahao and company 
eventually withdrew their 
application after Thabane 
agreed to withdraw his letter 
but the Law Society insisted 
on the court deciding on their 
case after the out-of-court 
settlement failed.

The Society and Prime 
Minister were in talks to reach 
an out of court settlement 
following Thabane’s withdrawal 
of the but their negotiations 
collapsed.

President of the Law Society, 
Advocate Tekane Maqakachane 
said they did not agree on 
the terms of the out-of-court 
settlement hence the decision 
to push ahead with the court 
hearing on the matter.

Advocate Monaheng 
Rasekoai, who spoke for the 
Law Society, asked the court 
to interdict Thabane from 
suspending Mosito saying 
without the court interdict, 
Thabane can go ahead and 
suspend Mosito having shown 
his intention through his letter 
to Mosito.

Rasekoai told the Appeal 
Court judges on Friday that an 
interdict was necessary because 
withdrawal of the July 5 letter 
doesn’t mean the suspension 
cannot go ahead.

‘Thabane can still suspend Mosito’
. . . Law Society says withdrawal of show cause letter insufficient

He said there is nothing 
preventing Thabane from 
writing another letter to Mosito 
unless interdicted by the court 
from suspending him.

“Absence of the interdict 
means that the issue of 
suspension remains,” Rasekoai 
said. Advocate Ranale 
Thoahlane representing 
Thabane in the case asked the 
court to dismiss the application/
appeal because the prayers 
sought by the Law Society were 
in relation to the July 5 letter 
that has been withdrawn and 
was made an order of court.

He said the case was now 
academic because the letter had 
been withdrawn.

Thoahlane told the court 
that the Law Society is aware 
of the Prime Minister`s 
withdrawal of the letter and 
that with the letter having 
been withdrawn, there won’t be 
suspension, investigation or a 
tribunal against Justice Mosito.

He argued the Law Society 
has not proved the case for an 
interdict and that the issue of 
Mosito’s suspension has become 
academic.

In the case, the law society 
is seeking an interdict against 
Prime Minister from suspending 
Dr Mosito. This was after 
Thabane informed Mosito 
that he intends to suspend him 
pending investigation into his 
competency to lead the Court of 
Appeal.

Thabane said he had decided 
to “come to the rescue and 
preserve the reputation of the 
judiciary” following the recent 
public jousting between Justice 
Mosito and Acting Chief Justice 

Maseforo Mahase hence the 
show cause letter.

“It has come to my attention 
that following circumstances 
over your watch as the President 
of the Appeal Court which 
have the potential to bring 
the administration of justice 
into disrepute, namely that in 
her letter dated 27 May 1019, 
the Acting Chief Justice you 
have on two court sessions 
entertained appeals without 
leave of High Court where 
such leave was necessary, you 
issued orders which interfere 
with the administrative powers 
of the Chief Justice, you made 
an order in the recent case of 
the ABC Vs Lehana and others 
that the matter be heard by a 
different judge despite the same 
matter being part heard in the 
High Court….”

“You are hereby directed 
to show cause why I may 
not recommend that you be 
suspended to from your office, 

in terms of section 125 (7) of 
the Constitution of Lesotho, 
on the basis of the above 
aforementioned pending 
investigations to be made 
on your competency as the 
President and justice of the 
Appeal. Your response hereto 
should be delivered to my office 
within seven days of receipt 
hereof.”

The Law Society said the 
President of the Appeal Court 
may only be removed from 
office for inability to perform 
the functions of his office or 
for misbehaviour and thereby 
petitioned the Constitutional 
Court to interdict Thabane.

The interdicts were not 
granted as Justice Mahase who 
was also a party in the case did 
not allocate the case to a judge 
or judges and insisted on seeking 
legal advice.

It was for that reason that 
the matter was taken on appeal 
as the Law Society argued 
that Justice Mahase frustrated 
their efforts to appear before 
other judges. “The Honourable 
Acting Chief Justice erred and 
misdirected herself in sitting 
over and presiding over a matter 
and issuing the order as she did 
in which the Honourable Acting 
Chief Jjustice was the litigant 
having been cited as the second 
respondent in the matter.” 

The lawyers’ body also said 
when Justice Mahase stood 
their matter to July 18, she 
rendered the interim reliefs 
sought nugatory, illusory and 
with no practical significance.

Judgement has been reserved 
for next Friday (August 2).

Prime Minister Thomas Thabane

President of the 
Appeal Court, 
Dr Kananelo Mosito
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MASERU - Basotho 
E n t e r p r i s e s 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
C o r p o r a t i o n 

(BEDCO) in partnership with 
Lesotho Revenue Authority 
(LRA) and Standard Lesotho 
Bank on Friday hosted an expo 
for Berea youth to sensitise 
them about phase two of Bacha 
Entrepreneurship Project and 
persuade them to submit their 
proposals.

Bacha Entrepreneurship 
Project is a collaborative effort 

Bacha project targets weary 
job-seeking Berea youths

by BEDCO, LRA and Standard 
Lesotho Bank intended to assist 
unemployed youths holding 
either high school leaving 
certificates or higher education 
qualifications within the ages 
of 21 to 35 to become employers 
and drivers of economic growth 
by becoming entrepreneurs.

The candidates must have 
completed at least LGCSE/
COSC or above and have never 
had any opportunity of any type 
of formal employment after 
attaining their qualifications.

The project, now on Phase II 
after Phase I which was piloted 

for three years, is intended 
to build a crop of young 
entrepreneurs who can break the 
barriers to become job creators, 
not job seekers.

Standard Lesotho Bank’s 
Marketing Officer Mphotleng 
Sekoala told Berea youth 
on Friday that a competent 
and experienced panel of 
adjudicators drawn from partner 
organisations and collegial 
institutions will appraise all 
submitted proposals.

Out of the proposals 
received, Sekoala explained, the 
top 30 proposals will be shot-

listed for final selection.
She said shortlisted 

candidates will then be given 
wide-ranging entrepreneurial 
training, after which they will be 
presented with another chance 
to fine-tune and re-submit their 
proposals for final selection.

“The adjudication panel 
will then select the four winning 
proposals which will be eligible 
for the combined start-up 
capital of M700,000.00 to 
execute the proposals,” she said.

 “During the implementation 
phase of the projects, candidates 
will be constantly mentored and 
provided with entrepreneurial, 
financial and tax compliance 
guidance and support in order 
to transform their ideas into 
fully-fledged businesses that are 
fully operational and integrated 
into the mainstream economy, 
thereby creating revenue and 
opportunities for employment 
in the wider community,” she 
added.

The unemployment rate 
in the country is consistently 
measured above 20 percent, a 
national crisis that feeds two of 
the country’s other big socio-
economic challenges: poverty 
and inequality.

Out of the population 
of about two million, 
approximately 500,000 Basotho 
or 25 percent of the population 
are out of work.

Young people are hardest 
hit. 

According to the National 
Strategic Development 
Plan (NSDP) II, the youth 
unemployment rate stands at 36 
percent.

There are few countries in 
the world with such a high rate 
of unemployment, according to 
commentators.

Youth demonstrations have 
exploded in recent months.

Earlier this month, hundreds 
of youth braved the blistering 
cold weather as they marched 
through Maseru to tell Prime 
Minister Thomas Thabane and 
his government that there is 
no point in learning when their 
future is bleak.

They called on government 
to take a major shift in thinking 
around the country’s budget, 
calling for a raft of policies that 
will boost economic growth and 
create jobs in the country.

Now, some observers have 
warned that Lesotho could 
see its own “Arab Spring”, a 
scenario which BEDCO, LRA 
and Standard Lesotho Bank are 
trying to help the country avert.
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Likuena date Bafana Bafana
NTHAKO MAJORO 

MASERU - 
Likuena players 
are confident of 
winning today’s 

match against a Bafana Bafana 
B team in their African Nations 
Championship (CHAN) first leg 
qualifier at Setsoto Stadium. 

According to Bantu and 
Likuena defender, Motlomelo 
Mkhwanazi, the Lesotho team is 
determined to triumph over the 
South African team before the 
anticipated big crowd at home.

The Likuena line-up was 
changed three times before 
the Bafana match after its 
initial coach Mpitsa Marai was 
replaced by Moses Malihe, who 
in the end was also replaced 
by the Lesotho Football 
Association (LeFA) technical 
director Leslie Notsi due to poor 
health.  The team intensified 
their CHAN preparations with 
two international friendlies 
against Botswana’s Zebras last 
weekend. 

Likuena held the Zebras to two 
draws, a 2-2 and a 1-1 draw, last 
Friday and Sunday respectively 
in Gaborone Botswana. Just like 
Likuena, the Zebras were also 
intensifying their preparations 
for their CHAN qualifier against 
Zambia’s Chipolopolo this week.

“The spirits are very high at 
the camp at the moment with 
all the players looking forward 
to the Sunday match and we 
promise nothing but a win on 
the day,” said Mkhwanazi in 
an interview on Thursday this 
week.

“We are determined to win 
this encounter and we are calling 
on local football supporters to 
come in numbers as this is going 
to be a big win for them.”

Mkhwanazi scored Likuena’s 
first goal in a 2-2 friendly against 
the Zebras last Friday, with 
another Bantu player Mokone 
Marabe scoring in both friendly 
matches. Like Mkhwanazi, 
Marabe promised a good 

performance against Bafana 
today. 

“We are ready for Sunday’s 
match and people should expect 
a good performance from us,” 
Marabe said on Friday.

He added the friendly 
encounters against the Zebras 
were crucial ahead of the Bafana 
CHAN tie.  “They (Botswana 
friendlies) have been decisive 
going to South Africa’s match on 
Sunday for they will be helpful 
in informing us on how to defend 
and attack.”

Bafana arrived in Maseru on 
Friday in what is going to be the 
11th time the two teams meet 
since 1995. 

Out of 10 previous meetings, 
Likuena only beat Bafana once 
in an international friendly in 
2001 with a slender 1-0 victory 
from a good header by the then 
Likuena captain Ts’epo Hlojeng. 

This was after Likuena’s first 
goal from Kutloisiso Nthonyana 
was disallowed for it penetrated 
through an improperly placed 
net.   Bafana have beaten 
Likuena five times; twice in 
FIFA World Cup qualifiers, 
twice in friendlies, and once in 
the COSAFA Cup. 

The two neighbours drew 
four times; three in friendlies 
and once in the COSAFA Cup. 

Likuena squad 
Goalkeepers
Thabiso Lichaba, Monaheng 
Ramalefane
Defenders
Ts’oanelo Koetle, John Mohai, 
Motlomelo Mkhwanazi, Basia 
Makepe, Nkau Lerotholi, 
Rethabile Rasethuntsa, 
Rethabile Mokokoane
Midfielders 
Lisema Lebokollane, Ts’epo 
Toloane, Lehlohonolo Fothoane, 
Makara Ntaitsane, Hlompho 
Kalake, Neo Mokhachane, 
Jane Thaba-ntso, Rethabile 
Selonyane
Strikers
Mokone Marabe, Ts’epo 
Seturumane 


