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Judgment reserved in LCS officers’ case

KANANELO BOLOETSE

MASERU – Prime 
Minister Thomas 
Thabane will this 
coming week host 

his South African counterpart, 
President Cyril Ramaphosa, who 
is leading a delegation of South 
African officials on an official visit 
for bilateral discussions between 
the two neighbours.

Finance Minister Dr Moeketsi 
Majoro, who is holding the foreign 
ministry fort in the absence of Mr 
Lesego Makgothi, told Public Eye 
yesterday key among issues to be 
discussed are matters relating to 
the Southern African Customs 
Union (SACU), the ongoing 
political instability in the country 
and “many other issues”.

“We are expecting President 
Ramaphosa in the country next 
week on an official state visit,” 
Majoro said. He is the current 
chairman of SACU – the world’s 
oldest existing customs union 

Ramaphosa expected
comprising, Botswana, Eswatini, 
Lesotho, Namibia and South 
Africa. 

With its headquarters in the 
Namibian capital, Windhoek, 
SACU was established in 1910 to 
maintain the free interchange of 
goods among member countries by 
providing for a common external 
tariff and a common excise tariff 
to the common customs area.

All customs and excise revenue 
collected in the common customs 
area is paid into South Africa’s 
National Revenue Fund to be 
shared among members, according 
to a revenue-sharing formula. 
South Africa is the custodian 
of this pool. Only Botswana, 
Eswatini, Lesotho and Namibia’s 
shares are calculated, with South 
Africa retaining the residual. 
SACU revenue constitutes a 
substantial portion of Lesotho’s 
revenue. This is Ramaphosa’s first 
visit after he was elected president 
of South Africa in May.

In September 2014, when 

he was South Africa’s deputy 
president, Ramaphosa was 
appointed SADC Facilitator in 
Lesotho by the Sadc heads of state 
following the country’s political 
and security challenges.

SADC Double Troika 
Summit that was held in April 
last year in Angola, decided that 
Ramaphosa should continue with 
the facilitation in Lesotho but 
recommended that he appoint a 
high level personality to support 
him. 

He then appointed former 
deputy chief justice of South 
Africa Dikgang Moseneke leader 
of the mediation team to facilitate 
the political national dialogue and 
reform process in Lesotho.

The reforms were 
recommended by a SADC-funded 
commission of inquiry that was 
established in 2015 to consider the 
core and contributing factors of 
the lingering political instability 
thoroughly.

A raft of constitutional, 

legislative, security and civil 
service reforms was recommended 
by the commission to prevent the 
country from sliding back into 
political instability and violence.

However, the progress in 
implementing the reforms has 
been slow and the country has 
already slipped into another 
political instability.

A Member of Parliament from 
the All Basotho Convention (ABC) 
led by Prime Minister Thomas 
Thabane earlier this month filed 
a motion of no-confidence in 
Thabane’s premiership. Motebang 
Koma’s motion was seconded by 
MP for Qalabane, Motlalentoa 
Letsosa, who is also deputy leader 
of the main opposition Democratic 
Congress (DC). Koma is MP for 
Koro-Koro constituency.

Parliament was adjourned 
sine die before the motion could 
be tabled in the house. Some 
observers believe the national 
assembly was closed indefinitely 
to stave off a vote of no confidence.

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa with Prime Minister Thomas Motsoahae Thabane
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MASERU - It is the 
duty of police to 
protect the law 
and for the entire 

security cluster to identify 
and arrest those elements that 
constitute a threat to national 
security rather than issuing 
statements, high court judge, 
Justice Sakoane Sakoane, has 
said.

He issued the stern rebuke 
on Wednesday while presiding 
over the case in which five 
dismissed ABC NEC members 
are motivating a contempt of 
court application against party 
leader, Prime Minister Thomas 
Thabane.

In court papers, Professor 
Nqosa Mahao, Lebohang Hlaele, 
Samuel Rapapa, Matebatso Doti 
and Montoeli Masoetsa fingered 
Thabane as the source of the 
infighting within ABC which has 
become a national security threat 
as alluded to by security chiefs 
in a much-publicised statement 
last week so they asked the court 
to interdict him.

Three security chiefs last 
week warned that rogue militia 
from both factions of the ABC 
were a security threat and should 
therefore disband.

In a joint statement, Director 
of National Security Services 
(NSS) Pheelo Ralenkoane, 
Commissioner of Police Holomo 
Molibeli and the army Chief of 
Staff Major General Poqa Moyoa 
said they were concerned by the 
rapidly deteriorating security 
situation in the country as a 
result of, among others, gangs 
or groups established under 
the pretext of “private personal 
protectors.” 

But Judge Sakoane said 
police should protect the law by 
arresting culprits.

In refusing to interdict 
Thabane, Justices Sakoane 
and Mokhesi Moroke argued 
the fact that the three security 
chiefs announced that the 
confrontation by two factions 
of ABC had become a national 
crisis (security threat) means 
they know the perpetrators and 
ought to have arrested them 
rather than issuing statements.

Judge Sakoane said by not 
apprehending the perpetrators, 
police failed to do what the law 
requires them to do.

“… isn’t that not 

Judge rebukes security chiefs

contravention of the Internal 
Security Act or even the penal 
code? Why aren’t they doing 
what the law requires them to 
do…”

“The Constitution obliges 
them ‘thou shall see to it that 
there is law, order, tranquility 
and peace in the Kingdom 
and any citizen or any person 
who threatens law, order, 
stability and peace commits an 
offence…’,” he added. In their 
statement, security chiefs said 
they are concerned some of the 
private bodyguards are former 
national army servicemen and 
police officers but Judge Sakoane 
said the duty of the police is not 
to release statements since they 
are empowered by the Police Act 
read, with the constitution, to 
enforce the law.

“While we are quite aware 
that ragtag security services are 
outfits, among others, armed 
with licensed firearms, the 
greatest concern stems from 
the intelligence gathered to the 
effect that most of them (the 
protectors) are former national 
army security and police 
officers,” read the statement by 
security chiefs.

It added, “over and above 
that, it has since been established 
that all of them left their 
respective disciplined services 

under dishonorable discharge 
owing to the commission of 
various military and police 
offences, however, chief amongst 
them had been indiscipline.”

The five NEC members 
believe Thabane’s decision to 
expel them had resulted in the 
confrontation.

Advocate Nkoya Hlaele 
(who happens to be Thabane’s 
daughter) asked the court to 
interdict Thabane saying it is 
only the court that can stop 
him because “he continues to 
disregard them as the NEC.

“We are inviting the court 
to go to the source of all these 
troubles because, unless 
interdicted by the court, he 
continues to disregard the 
committee despite the belief that 
the applicants are the NEC,” 
Nkoya said.

In their papers the five 
explained that despite being 
confirmed by the court as the 
legitimate committee, Thabane 
blocked their access to party 
offices and instructed that offices 
remain locked. The five chillingly 
warn this altercation could 
result in bloodshed. Thabane 
instructed his bodyguards and 
security personnel to forcefully 
break and burgle into the offices 
of the ABC on the morning of 
the 18 June 2019, they state in 

court papers. “That prompted 
the security of the ABC 
officials to attend to protect the 
premises and property of ABC, 
this resulted in a dangerous 
confrontation because the 1ST 
respondent’s agents were fully 
armed with assault rifles and 
ready to engage our security,” 
Hlaele said in his affidavit.

On the other hand, security 
chiefs said they were not aware 
of any threats that necessitated 
establishment of private security 
detail for ABC.

“Had there been security 
threats that necessitated the 
establishment of these ragtag 
security outfits probably the 
national security institutions 
chiefs of this country would have 
been privy to that. 

“That being the case, firstly 
it is the Director General NSS, 
the Commissioner of Police, 
and the Lesotho Defence Force 
Chief of Staff’s utmost concern 
as to what criteria were used 
for selection, employment, and 
above all the deployment and 
purpose for the establishment of 
all these armed groupings.

“Secondly, the modus 
operandi of these groupings also 
poses a security threat not only 
to peace and stability of this 
country but also to the persons 
of those who are mandated to 
maintain it,” the statement 
added. Rights organisation 
Transformation Resource Centre 
(TRC) said it is also concerned 
that security chiefs are not doing 
enough to deal with the militia 
groups within ABC.

In a press statement, TRC 
said it is within national security 
agencies’ constitutional mandate 
to deal with the groups.

“National security agencies 
are within their constitutional 
mandate, it is unnecessary for 
them to be apologetic to rogue 
elements in the society but must 
embrace the rule of law, civilian 
rule supremacy, peace and 
stability of the country,” TRC 
said.

“Inaction by the national 
security agencies is therefore 
unacceptable because it is 
their constitutional mandate 
to uphold peace and stability 
in the country and though their 
involvement may have yielded 
terrible results in the past (that) 
should not be a prohibiting 
factor,” the statement further 
states. 

Commissioner of Police Holomo Molibeli
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NTHETHE MAPHAONG 

MASERU – Youths 
from across the 
country will 
tomorrow (Monday) 

stage a peaceful march to 
Moshoeshoe 1 Memorial park 
in Maseru where they will hand 
over a petition to Prime Minister 
Thomas Thabane venting a raft 
of grievances.

Among their grievances 
is the alleged government’s 
unwarranted high spending on 
senior government officials at 
the expense of critical needs like 
education, healthcare and job 
creation.

They also want an end to 
what they describe as “abundant 
nepotism” that is becoming the 
norm in government institutions 
and equal job opportunities for 
all without prejudice on the basis 
of political affiliation.

Unemployment is one of the 
biggest problems the country is 
facing, with solutions to reduce 
the high jobless rate seemingly 
eluding policy-makers.

In 2013 about 25 percent of 
the population was unemployed 
of which 35 percent are youths 
with women constituting 30 

Irate youths plan 
march tomorrow

percent. The unemployment rate 
increased to 27.42 percent in 
2016 from 26.52 percent in 2015.

According to the World 
Bank, in November last year, 
unemployment remained high 
in Lesotho at 24 to 28 percent, 
coupled with high inequality and 
poverty.

The proportion of 
unemployment is linked to low 
levels of educational attainment 
and to vulnerability of 
households, their structure and 
living conditions.

The youth also want an end to 
corruption by elected government 
officials and public servants and 
the reform of National Manpower 
Development Secretariat 
(NMDS) to guarantee the 
institution’s efficiency and 
effectiveness.

The World Bank report titled 
Kingdom of Lesotho: Education 
Public Expenditure Review, 
published last month showed 
that the bursary scheme for 
tertiary education administered 
by NMDS is “neither effective 
nor sustainable”.

This month development 
planning minister Tlohelang 
Aumane told journalists at a 
press conference that NMDS 

was running short of “over 
M300 million” and has decided 
to stop sponsoring students 
studying certain programmes 
at the National University of 
Lesotho (NUL) and Lerotholi 
Polytechnic, and those studying 
abroad.

Aumane’s announcement 
sparked an uproar across the 
country.

But this week government 
backtracked and said it will 
continue sponsoring the same 
number of students it sponsored 
last year.

Thabane on Wednesday 
called a press conference and 
said his government is going to 
create 8,500 for young people 
from next month.

The youth’s march comes 
hard on the heels of the march to 
parliament by thousands of wool 
and mohair farmers on Friday.

The farmers presented a 
petition, signed by the Lesotho 
National Wool and Mohair 
Growers Association (LNWMGA) 
national chairperson Mokoenihi 
Thinyane, expressing concerns 
that they are forced by 
government to supply their 
products to a Lesotho-registered 
company Maseru Dawning run 
by Chinese businessman Guohui 
Stone Shi, to the detriment of 
the industry.

The farmers want government 
to revoke the Agricultural 
Marketing (Wool and Mohair 
Licensing) Regulations No.65 
of 2018, which have effectively 
given the monopoly rights to 
Maseru Dawning to trade in wool 
and mohair, breaking a decades-
old tradition in which farmers 
sold mostly to SA-based broker 
BKB and had greater freedom to 
sell their produce to whosoever 
they wished.

“We write to the Honourable 
House of Parliament to humbly 
request for removal of Legal 
Notice No.65 of 2018, as those 
regulations prevent us from 
selling our fibre at an open 
and internationally recognised 
market with optimised returns,” 
read the petition.
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’MASENTLE MAKARA

Lately, the Christian 
community in Lesotho 
and on the entire 
African continent, if 

not across the entire globe, has 
witnessed the prolific growth 
in Prophetic Ministries whose 
main attraction is the promise of 
miraculous solutions to real life 
challenges ranging from health, 
finances and marriage.

In an attempt to try to 
deepen readers’ understanding 
of this phenomenon, Public 
Eye spoke to a well-known 
psycho-therapist and director 
general from Excellent Dynamix 
(PTY) Ltd, Professor Peete Oa 
Lesiamo, on the psychological 
impact of this movement. 

PE: What, in your expert 
opinion, are the possible 
psychological effects on the 
large numbers of Basotho who 
are daily chasing after Church-
based Prophetic Ministries, 
expecting breakthroughs and 
miracles from God?

PL: First things first, I 
should make it very clear 

A closer look at prophets

that I am primarily a psycho-
therapist, not a pastor or 
religious minister but I am 
qualified to speak on this topic 
as a psycho-theo counsellor 
(Theo meaning Theology) given 
my track record, experience and 
qualifications. 

In fact, I have been through 
two Bible Schools and completed 
the courses and qualified as 
expected, so, I am qualified to 
comment on the topic from that 
perspective as well.

As a psycho-therapist I will 
try to navigate my responses 
very closely to the psychological 
effects or impact upon the 
many Basotho church followers, 
believers, congregants as they 
desperately hunt for their 
miracles and breakthroughs 
from the so-called Prophetic 
Ministries. 

PE: But what exactly is the 
root of miracles and prophets?

I should mention from 
the onset that mysterious 
issues belong to God while the 
demystified issues belong to 
man (Deut. 29:29).

The noun “church” originally 

means a place of assemblage set 
aside for Christian worship for 
the body of Christian believers. 
Historical facts teach us that the 
Christian Church originated in 
Roman Judea in the first century 
AD, founded on the teachings 
of the Lord Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whose disciples later 
became known as “Christians”.  
So, you get Prophets in the 
church.

My definition of the noun 
Prophet is not scholarly but 
Biblical and experiential. A 
prophet is a seer and a mouth-
piece of God. A prophet is part of 
the Five-Fold Ministries which 
are called for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the 
ministry and for the edifying of 
the body of Christ, according to 
Ephesians 4:11-13.

Not everybody is called to be 
a prophet though everybody can 
prophecy. 

There are born prophets 
(Jeremiah 1:5), called prophets 
(Amos 7:14) and schooled or 
sons of prophets 2 (Kings 2:3). 
In fact, there are about seven 
categories of prophets but for 
the sake of this discussion I will 
only focus on the primary three.

PE: So, would you say the 
current prophetic movement 
aligns with Biblical teachings?

In Southern Africa, 
especially in Lesotho and 
South Africa whether in the 
church or generally the serious 
significance and total ministry 
of prophets is less understood 
and less appreciated and this is 
due to a variety of reasons. 

This lack of knowledge 
about spiritual realities of the 
prophetic ministry exposes a 
lot of people to a lot of psycho-
spiritual confusion and turns a 
lot of well intending people into 
absurd followers.   

Apparently in Africa, West 
Africans, East Africans and 
most Central Africans have 
had a greater affinity for diving 
deeper into anything and 
everything prophetic but this is 
a topic for another day. 

Suffice to say, Southern 
Africans are mostly just 
hardcore religious and do not 
have much insight into the 
prophetic. The church leaders 
are also mostly just about their 
religious affairs, church orders 
and their strict church doctrines 

and paying little attention to 
a lot of people running from 
traditional churches into the 
prophetic wave. 

This explains why mostly in 
Lesotho and South Africa we 
have so many of our brothers, 
their wives and ministries from 
the above-mentioned African 
regions pioneering the prophetic 
mayhem.

PE: Then how does the 
whole explanation expose 
people to an undesirable 
psychological aftermath?

PL: Anybody in the 
prophetic whether born prophet, 
called prophet or schooled/son 
of a prophet, has an advantage 
of knowing what most people 
do not know. Any true prophet 
can accurately see life issues 
and can post-tell, present-tell 
and pre-tell all that pertains to 
humanity. 

People are not just natural 
beings, they are primarily 
spirits, functioning and heavily 
operating on their souls (sub-
conscious minds in psychology) 
and daily living in their physical 
bodies. For some reason people 
always long and itch for the 
mysterious and the miraculous 
and that longing is an itch only 
the above-normal psycho-
spiritual persons can scratch. 

This is where the prophets 
in all their categories as already 
mentioned come into play. 
Since the prophets can foresee 
and foretell life issues people 
get fascinated and curious in 
wanting to know what their 
tomorrow holds for them and 
the prophet comes in handy in 
this case.

PE: What exactly is 
prophesy?

PL: May I also mention 
that the gift of prophecy is what 
it is – a gift not, necessarily 
the presence of the giver who 
happens to be God. If I give you 
a phone I do not necessarily 
have to be there for you to use 
it. It is your gift from me to you 
and you can use it as you please. 

So, the prophet is at liberty 
to use his prophetic gift as he 
so wishes and it is not always 
the case that most prophets are 
led by God as they display and 
explore their gifting. In such 

Professor Peete Oa Lesiamo

To Page 7
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A closer look at prophets

situations most prophets use 
their gift and calling for their 
benefit. 

They can readily see the 
future and foretell situations 
and this is what most people 
thirst for.

PE: How or when do 
prophets exploit people’s 
mental weaknesses to their 
own benefits?

PL: The prophet in question 

will say anything and everything 
about everyone and ultimately 
use relevant scriptures which 
genuinely address the truth 
about sowing, offering and 
giving unto God in order to 
connect you with your miracle. 

This is where the hullabaloo 
starts. 

People will start giving all 
they can in order to attract their 
miracles and breakthroughs, 
mind you they are not seeking 

God but they are hunting for 
miracles and breakthroughs. 

In the process most of these 
called and gifted prophets, while 
operating minus God’s leading 
and guidance, start ripping off a 
lot of people who are hungry for 
miracles and breakthroughs.  

After a period of total 
commitment to giving money, 
items, buildings, cars, and other 
valuable things and the so-called 
miracles and breakthrough are 

not forthcoming a lot of followers 
descend into psychological 
mayhem. 

In the end most of them 
resent everything about church 
and God. 

They further fall into all 
sorts of depression and personal 
condemnation and this is where 
I meet and fortunately help 
most of them as a psycho-
therapist. But who is to blame in 
this situation?  The very people! 
Remember perish because of 
lack of knowledge so declares 
the scriptures.

PE: So, are you saying 
prophets are fakes?

PL: Nope! Prophets are 
desperately needed for humanity 
and for the emancipation of 
people from life atrocities but 
not all prophets are God sent. 

Most of them operate on 
their calling and gift without the 
directive and leading of God the 
Giver of these gifts and callings. 

Next time I will explain how 
to help our people to differentiate 
between true prophets and 
fake or false prophets. I will 
present a checklist of at least 
15 points which are useful in 
distinguishing the real from the 
fake.

From Page 6
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NTHETHE MAPHAONG 

MASERU - 
Lesotho Football 
Association (LeFA) 
will unveil the new 

Likuena kit before end of next 
month, LeFA Communications 
Officer Mikia Kalati has told 
Public Eye.

Likuena will first wear the 
new kit during their next fixture 
scheduled for July 28, with 
South Africa in the upcoming 
first leg of the second round 
of the CAF African Nations 
Championship (CHAN) 2020 
qualifiers, Kalati disclosed last 
week.

The match between Likuena 
and Bafana Bafana will kick 
off at 3pm at Setsoto Stadium  
while the second leg will be 
played in South Africa on 
August 2 at a venue yet to be 
announced. 

Kalati said the launch of the 
new kit will likely be before July 
28.

“The kit is not from 
Basutoland Ink as you 
remember very well that we 
have since parted ways with 
them. This is a full kit from 

New kit for Likuena
overseas, and will be launched 
at Lefa headquarters as soon 
as it arrives in the country,” 
Kalati said during an interview 
with Public Eye, adding further 
details about the new kit will be 
revealed during the launch.

Likuena assistant Coach 
Mpitsa Marai told Public Eye 
that the Likuena technical 
team was scheduled to 
commence preparations for the 
competition soon.

Marai said they are planning 
to introduce a few young players 
in the two matches as they 
(the technical team) believe 
more exposure to international 
football for the country’s young 
players will help to improve the 
performance of the national 
team in future.

“We are going to commence 
our preparations for the CHAN 
tournament this coming 
Monday, a full squad of 23 
players, including young 
players, will also report to the 
camp at the same day.

“This time around we had 
called even young players so that 
they can gain the experience of 
playing in international games,” 
he said.


