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Judgment reserved in LCS officers’ case

STAFF REPORTER

MASERU – Prime 
Minister Tom 
Thabane has given 
President of the 

Appeal Court Justice Kananelo 
Mosito a week to justify why 
he should not be suspended 
pending investigations into his 
competency to lead the apex 
court.

This follows complaints 
leveled against Mosito by Acting 
Chief Justice, Justice ‘Masefaro 
Mahase, accusing him of flouting 
court rules, issuing orders that 
menaced the administration of 
justice and entertaining appeals 
without leave of the High Court, 
Thabane said in a letter dated 
July 5.

“You are hereby directed 
to show cause why I may 
not recommend that you be 
suspended from your office, in 
terms of Section 125 (7) of the 
Constitution of Lesotho, on the 
basis of the afore-mentioned 
pending investigation to be 
made on your competency as 
the President and the Justice of 
court of Appeal. Your response 
hereto should be delivered to my 
office within seven days of receipt 
hereof.”

Thabane said he had decided 
to “come to the rescue and 
preserve the reputation of the 
judiciary” following the recent 

Thabane puts Mosito on notice

public jousting between Mahase 
and Mosito.

Mahase recently cast 
doubt over Justice Mosito’s 
integrity when she suggested the 
University of Cape Town (UCT) 
trained jurist and his ad hoc 
court were interfering with the 
administration of justice in the 
lower court, allowing impunity 
and the wanton breaking of High 
Court rules.

In a scathing letter to Mosito, 
the Acting Chief Justice came 
short of accusing him of unethical 
conduct, charging he should have 
recused himself from hearing the 
ABC cases.

“…Your Lordship, and with 
the greatest respect; in the said 
ABC matter…you presided 
over this matter despite the 
notoriously well-known fact 
that you are comprised in the 
following way. 

“You, Professor (Nqosa) 
Mahao, Adv. Nkoya Thabane 
and Adv. Matee are all employees 
at the National University 
of Lesotho, and that in fact, 
Professor Mahao who is one of 
the litigants in the Koro-Koro 
and ABC matters respectively 
is your ‘Boss’ or your employer 
for want of a better word. Do 
you not feel compromised or 
somewhat conflicted in presiding 
over matters in which they are all 
directly involved?” 

In a terse reply a week later, 

Mosito told Mahase that not 
only had she failed to correctly 
address him in his capacity as 
President of the Court of Appeal 
(addressing him instead as Judge 
President), but she had also 
breached protocol by directly 
writing to him.

“Professionally, Judges speak 
through judgements and provide 
their reasons therein. They don’t 
explain their decisions through 
letters.”

The retort from Mahase was 
swift and equally cynical: “I 
assure you, your Lordship ‘The 
president of the Court of Appeal’ 
that from now onwards, I will not 
inadvertently refer to you as I 
have now done.”

Adding: “I only wish to point 
out that as to the professionalism 
you refer to; I could not speak 
to you through any judgement 
because, in essence I wrote to 
you the letter in question not as 
a Judge sitting on the bench in 
any litigation, but I wrote it as 
Acting Chief Justice and in my 
administrative capacity as head 
of the Judiciary in Lesotho.”

Now Thabane has inserted 
himself into the tiff “as head of 
the Government of the Kingdom 
Lesotho”, regurgitating and 
bolstering Mahase’s complaints 
against Mosito over the following:

That you had on two court 
sessions entertained appeals 
without leave of the High court 

where such leave was necessary.
You issued orders which 

interfere with the administrative 
powers of the office of the Chief 
Justice.

You made an order in recent 
case of the ABC v. Lehana and 
others that the matter being part 
heard in the High Court.

You seem to be turning a blind 
eye to the flouting of the rules of 
the Highest Court by some legal 
practitioners to the detriment 
and the smooth running of the 
administration of justice.

“It has come to my attention 
that… (these) circumstances 
obtain under your watch as the 
President of the court of Appeal 
which have a potential to bring 
the administration of justice into 
disrepute.

“The above mentioned 
points were also circulated in the 
newspaper as well as other media 
houses (sic). You will agree with 
me that the above concerns touch 
on the administration of justice 
wherein your competency is 
highly anticipated and expected 
to be executed without doubt. 
The Court of Appeal being the 
Apex Court must be seen to 
be delivering justice and doing 
justice to the litigants most as 
there in no other forum to appeal 
beyond it.”

Prime Minister Tom Thabane Chief Justice Mosito
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. . . Mochoboroane calls for separate anti-graft court

MATHATISI SEBUSI

MASERU – Chalane 
Phori whose 
ministry is at the 
heart of the wool 

and mohair maelstrom has 
accused some politicians and 
farmers of sabotaging his plan to 
market the produce locally and 
enrich growers.

Phori charged the saboteurs 
had been bilking farmers before 
his battery of regulations put 
a stop to selling the produce 
through South African broker 
BKB. The regulations banned 
the direct external sale of 
wool and mohair, effectively 
creating a monopoly for Chinese 
businessman Shi Stone – 
government’s preferred broker.

The heavily lambasted 
regulations compel buyers to get 
permission from government to 
export the fabric.

But acquiring an export 
licence is quite onerous with 
applicants going through a 
rigorous screening process. 

In his submission to a 
Parliamentary ad-hoc committee 
set up to probe the cause of the 
din swirling around the sell of 
one of Lesotho’s biggest foreign 
currency spinners, Phori hinted 
the racket was hatched by 
people who had been minting 

Phori blames 
wool chaos on 
middlemen

riches through South African 
connections.  

Phori - Minister of Small 
Business, Cooperatives and 
Marketing – was pitching for the 
regulations to stay after farmers 
and opposition politicians last 
week marched on Maseru in a 
massive show of displeasure with 
the novel policies.

The growers insist the 
regulations were ruining them 
and want government to repeal 
the policies immediately.

Without providing any 
evidence and naming any names, 
Phori said the regulations 
were bound to rile people who 
had been unjustly enriching 
themselves before government 
changed trading rules. 

A team of investigators 
from his ministry had found 
out that wool and mohair from 
Lesotho sold in South Africa 
had no certificate of origin and 
neither VAT nor tax were paid 
to Lesotho. The regulations were 
thus intended to protect farmers 
who used to get a pittance from 
the exports owing to a long chain 
of middlemen who used to slice a 
cut from their earnings.

He noted that before the 
regulations kicked in, a pilot 
study was conducted in three 
districts and results had shown 
selling wool and mohair locally 

was more beneficial to both 
farmers and the local economy.

Prior to this, farmers used to 
pay VAT and tax which was not 
remitted to Lesotho.

The regulations that were 
enacted last year, prohibit 
farmers from selling their wool 
and mohair outside the country 
but compel them to sell the fabric 
through the Thaba Bosiu Wool 
Centre. The Centre auctions the 
fabric online.

Asked to respond to 
allegations that Stone Shi 
sells local wool and mohair on 
the black market, Phori was 
vehement in his denial saying 
these allegations were being 
bandied about by people he had 
frozen out of the trade.

If that was the case, he said, 
the Central Bank of Lesotho 
(CBL) would not have allowed 
remittal of huge sums of money 
from unidentified sources into 
the country.

“We have generated US$32 
million, something that BKB 

failed to do,” Phori said.
He added that selling wool 

and mohair in the country has 
created 36 jobs, 28 of which 
are graduate positions and 
eight labourers. “After all these 
years, Lesotho wool and mohair 
is benefiting Basotho and the 
country as a whole, not just some 
individuals,” he noted.

He said, the allegations 
were made by people who are 
determined to sabotage the wool 
and mohair regulations because 
it stops them from conning 
farmers. Staff from his ministry 
have been visiting shearing 
centres around the country but 
were blocked from speaking to 
farmers at some centres by those 
eager to ensure farmers did not 
know the truth about the politics 
in the industry.

He said his ministry was 
aware that some shearing centres 
were fleecing farmers and his 
officials were in the process of 
taking legal action against the 
perpetrators. 

 Chinese businessman 
Shi Stone

Chalane Phori Minister of Small Business, Cooperatives and 
Marketing
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MASERU - Local and 
international film 
makers are hard at 
work preparing for 

the upcoming film festival to 
honour King Moshoeshoe.

Film festive preparations 
underway

Dubbed the “King 
Moshoeshoe Film Festival”, 
the jamboree is scheduled for 
March next year and will run 
parallel with annual activities 
serenading the founding father 
of the Basotho nation.

South African film industry 

development facilitator, 
Aubrey Silinyana, famous for 
coordinating the very successful 
Sondela Youth Film Festival 
last year in Aliwal North, South 
Africa, is leading a talented and 
highly skilled cast of 49 Basotho 
filmmakers, film students and 
various artistes organising the 
event.

He has promised to put up an 
unforgettable and mindboggling 
experience for film lovers in 
entertainment starved Lesotho.

The event is expected 
to attract artistes from the 
Southern African region. 
Although major celebrations will 
be held in Maseru, some shows 
will be screened in outlying parts 
of the Mountain Kingdom. 

The organisers hope to lure 
top actors and filmmakers from 
Nigeria, Ghana, and several 
Sadc countries, as well as top 
musicians from South Africa 
and Lesotho to the film shindig.

Botswana-based author, 
filmmaker and film festival guru 

Boitshoko Jeremia is billed to 
grace the event. 

Jeremia will headline 
a promotional roadshow 
including festival director, 
Aubrey Silinyana and a number 
of Basotho filmmakers that 
will visit eight Sadc countries 
in November to promote the 
festival. The roadshow will 
go to Namibia, Botswana, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Swaziland and 
South Africa.   

Other targeted facilitators 
and guest appearances include 
famous Nigerian actor Osita 
Iheme, Vuyo Dabula popularly 
known as Gaddafi for his role 
in the South African hit drama 
series Generations.

Mosotho actor Silas 
Monyatsi, Muvhango’s Liteboho 
Molise, Jerry Mofokeng, Cassie 
Kabwita from Zambia, Flora 
Suya from Malawi, Yvonne 
Okoro from Ghana and many 
more have signed up for the 
event.

Film facilitator Aubrey Silinyana

 RELEBOHILE TSOAMOTSE

MASERU – The 
Mahao faction of 
the All Basotho 
C o n v e n t i o n 

(ABC) has deferred a special 
conference previously penciled 
in for yesterday in compliance 
with Acting Chief Justice (ACJ) 
`Maseforo Mahase’s order 
shelving it.

Justice Mahase on Thursday 
interdicted the Mahao group from 
proceeding with the conference 
but its spokesperson Montoeli 
Masoetsoa yesterday told Public 
Eye on Sunday they would push 
ahead with the indaba after 
judgements in all pending ABC 
cases have been released. 

Masoetsa added they had 
instructed lawyers to apply for a 
stay of the part of the judgement 
ordering them to stop conducting 
themselves as members of the 
ABC. Justice Mahase ruled that 
pending finalisation of the case 
before her, the special conference 
should be cancelled.

“The respondents and/or their 
supporters or agents be and are 
hereby interdicted and restrained 
from convening, holding and/ or 
addressing the intended special 
Conference of All Basotho 
Convention secheduled for 6 July 
2019 pending the finalisation 
thereof…” reads part of the order.

The ACJ also ordered Mahao 
and company not to portray 
themselves in any manner as 
members of the ABC NEC in the 

Mahao ABC 
faction defers 

conference
interim. Thus the Mahao group is 
also barred from holding rallies, 
at least until July 29 when the 
court deals with the merits of the 
case or makes its final decision on 
the matter. 

“Our lawyers will challenge 
Justice Mahase’s judgement 
next week,” Masoetsa said.  
Disputed Secretary General (SG), 
Lebohang Hlaele described the 
order as “a joke”, saying Justice 
Mahase could not expel anyone 
from the ABC.

This, he said, is what she 
implies in her court order, adding 
it was curious that her decision 
was reached unilaterally, in the 
absence of two other judges 
completing the panel.

Hlaele told reporters recently 
the special conference was 
intended to discuss the party`s 
leader conduct.

Mahao, Hlaele, Chairperson, 
Samuel Rapapa, Spokesperson 
Montoeli Masoetsoa and deputy 
spokesperson Matebatso Doti 

were so riled by their expulsion 
that, in tit-for-tat fashion, they 
suspended him.

The group had reportedly 
wanted to fire Thabane and his 
adherents with the blessings of 
the special conference, the party’s 
highest decision making body. 
Thabane and deputy secretary 
general, Nkaku Kabi pulled the 
rug from under their adversaries’ 
feet when they rushed to court to 
stop the conference.

Kabi in his affidavit said 
Thabane had expelled Mahao 
and his colleagues from the party, 
a move rubber stamped by the 
NEC on June 26. The Deputy SG 
argued that Mahao and company 
had unsuccessfully petitioned 
the High Court to nullify their 
expulsion.

“Despite being unsuccessful 
in their attempt to have their 
dismissal suspended pending 
finilisation of their application on 
22 July, the respondents continue 
to hold, and conduct themselves 

as members of the ABC. There 
has never been a request to hold 
a special conference by any 
constituency,” Kabi said in his 
affidavit.

“When the official handover 
of office from the old to the 
current NEC was done on June 26, 
there was nothing in the records 
to suggest that there has been 
such a request.

“I aver that the intended 
special conference called by the 
respondents is unlawful in that it 
has not been called by the ABC 
NEC which is charged to do so and 
the respondents decided to call 
the conference without following 
the constitution of the ABC and 
that it has not been sanctioned 
by the ABC but rather called by 
people who are not members of 
ABC,” Kabi added.

He said Mahao and his 
colleagues’ intention was to sow 
confusion amongst the rank and 
file of the ABC by running parallel 
structures that undermine the 
legitimate authority of the party.

Thabane agreed with Kabi 
telling the court: “I confirm that 
the outgoing and incoming NECs 
eventually met on June 26 and 
that the handover of the office 
was done.”

 “I confirm that following the 
judgement of this court delivered 
on June 12, the new NEC had its 
first sitting on 26 June 2019 and 
not any other date before then,” 
Thabane said, adding that there 
was no prior NEC sitting which 
called for a special conference.
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MASERU – In the 
latest episode of the 
long-running wool 
and mohair saga, 

stakeholders have expressed 
disappointment with Prime 
Minister Tom Thabane’s 90-day 
freeze on regulations banning 
exports.

Farmers and opposition 
politicians accused Thabane of 
taking them for fools as the three-
month moratorium coincides 
with a ban on animal product 
exports to South Africa following 
an anthrax outbreak. 

As such, the farmers believe 
Thabane was being disingenuous 
by handing them what might 
eventually prove to be a pyrrhic 
victory as the suspension locks in 
with the animal exports ban.

But Minister of Small 
Business, Cooperatives and 
Marketing, Chalane Phori whose 
ministry is at the heart of the 
wool and mohair controversy has 
accused some politicians and 
farmers of sabotaging his plan to 
market the produce locally and 
enrich growers.

Phori charged the saboteurs 
had been bilking farmers before 
his battery of regulations put 
a stop to selling the produce 
through South African broker 
BKB.

Senqu parliamentarian 
Likeleli Tampane was however 
scathing in her assessment of the 
moratorium, adding it may have 
come too late for some farmers.

She charged the regulations 
had inflicted unmitigated pain 

Wool farmers blast Thabane

and suffering on some farmers 
who now suffer from stress and 
related illnesses.

She said farmers are deep in 
debt and have lost all hope for the 
future because of complications 
wrought by the wool and mohair 
regulations.

Because of the May anthrax 
outbreak, Tampane said it was 
highly unlikely the suspension on 
animal exports would be lifted 
soon “making the three-month 
suspension of the regulations 
even more senseless”.

The Wool and Mohair 
Regulations of 2018 prohibit 
farmers from selling their 

fabric outside the country 
without express permission 
from government. Thabane 
suspended the regulations after 
farmers demanded the policies be 
abolished.

Small Business and Trade 
Mini.“It is either the Prime 
Minister did not think hard about 
the three-month suspension 
of the regulations or he was ill 
advised by his ministers that do 
not want to let go of farmers,” 
Tampane said.

“The Prime Minister is made 
to sign documents he does not 
understand. I won’t be surprised 
if he was advised to suspend 
regulations without being made 
aware of what could be at stake or 
given all needed information on 
wool and mohair marketing as a 
whole.

“Now that we have tried 
crying to the Prime Minister for 
help with the farmers’ situation 
and no help was granted to us, 
we are going to cry to King Letsie 
III and ask him to talk to the 
Council of State and hopefully 
the farmers’ situation will be 
addressed,” Tampane said.

Wool and Mohair farmer, 
Khotsang Moshoeshoe told this 
paper that the Prime Minister 
did not suspend the regulations 
to help farmers but did so to 
extricate Stone Shi from a 
potentially tricky situation.

He said China to which Shi 
sells Lesotho’s produce does not 
consume mohair but needs wool 

only, and coincidentally farmers 
are currently shearing mohair.

“The PM wants us to clear 
all mohair so that when we 
start shearing wool, Shi won’t 
be stuck with mohair that he 
wouldn’t know what to do with,” 
Moshoeshoe noted.

Remaketse Moloantoa, a 
farmer from Mokhotlong wants 
the regulations scrapped because 
the Wool Centre had lied it would 
pay them more money for their 
produce than BKB.

Moloantoa has vowed never 
to send his produce to the Wool 
Centre. He would rather get out 
of farming.

“What surprises me is that 
this year I sheared more goats 
and sheep than at any other time 
in the past. I was actually hoping 
for more money but unfortunately 
that did not happen.

“Last year, I sheared 28 goats 
and 28 sheep and got M5 000 but 
this time around with 52 goats 
and 44 sheep I only got M2 000,’’ 
a dejected Molantoa said.

He is now faced with huge 
debts that he cannot settle. “I 
am stressed even more now that 
I finally got paid. I have to pay 
school fees because children so 
my children can go back to school. 
I took out loans to keep the family 
afloat while waiting for payment 
but now I cannot even pay back 
half of what I owe. 

“If politics is behind our 
problems, I will never ever vote 
again,” he said.

Honorable Prime 
Minister Tom Thabane
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NTHAKO MAJORO

MASERU - Lesotho 
Premier League 
sponsors, Econet 
Telecom Lesotho 

(ETL), have injected M200 
000. 00 into the second edition 
of the Soccer Spectacular which 
the telecoms giant will recoup 
from proceeds.

This year’s Soccer 
Spectacular will take place over 
two consecutive Saturdays, on 
August 24 and 31 at Setsoto 
Stadium. 

The tournament is open to 
all 14 Econet Premier League 
(EPL) clubs. 

To enter the competition 
supporters are required to 
vote for their team via smses 
with four teams with the most 
votes qualifying for the Soccer 
Spectacular.

Voting began on Friday and 
will close on August 21. Each 
SMS costs M1 and provision 
has been made for bulk votes of 
up to 100 at a time.     

The tournament will be 
played on a knockout basis with 
the winners taking home M100 
000, runners-up M50 000, 
while the semi-final losers will 
both receive M25 000 each.

Econet Telecom Lesotho 
public relations officer Mathabo 
Puleng Masoabi, said the 
driving force behind the Soccer 
Spectacular is to help local 
premier league clubs raise funds 
ahead of the new EPL season. 

Masoabi said all 14 clubs 
will get an equal share of the 

Soccer 
Spectacular 
pre-funded

revenue to be generated from 
gate-takings, apart from the 
prize-money that the four 
competing clubs will be playing 
for. 

“In the quest to make the 
tournament bigger and better 
than in 2018 when it debuted, 
Econet Telecom Lesotho has 
pre-funded Econet Soccer 
Spectacular with prize money 
to the tune of M200 000.00, 
which will be shared between 
the competing clubs,” Masoabi 
told reporters on Friday.

“The winner will pocket 
M100 000, runners-up M50 
000 while the other two teams 
will get M25 000 each.”

Last year, the tournament 
was not pre-funded so 
organisers relied on gate-
takings to bankroll the event. 

Masoabi said this year’s 
pre-fund would be go back to 
Econet from the total revenue 
the competition racks in.

“It is the supporters and 
the fans that are important in 
generating these funds for the 
tournament, through their votes 
and match attendance.

“As such, it will still be them 
who vote in the EPL clubs that 
will compete in the tournament 
via SMS, through a system that 
is provided by Econet Telecom 
Lesotho, wherein the four 
football clubs that will have 
the most votes at the end of the 
voting window will be the ones 
to play in the tournament,” 
Masoabi said.

Matlama are the defending 
champions.


