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Teachers take aim at Thabane
MATHATISI SEBUSI

…union bosses accuse PM of ignoring their plight

ASERU – Teacher
unions on Friday
made a thinlyveiled swipe at Tom
Thabane, as they announced
resumption of a hitherto
suspended strike starting next
week.
Bristling
union
bosses
accused the Prime Minister
of ignoring their plight while
prioritising police officers and
wool and mohair farmers’ issues.
Teachers said their numerous
appeals for higher wages and
improved working conditions
were routinely cast aside by
government which however
always scrambled to deal with
niggling issues in other sectors.
The teachers’ recent ire was
raised Friday when a previously
planned meeting with a cabinet
team mandated to deal with
the sector’s grievances was
summarily cancelled.
The Thesire ‘Maseribane
led
cabinet
sub-committee
called off the meeting without
informing the unions.
In a swift response to the
rebuff, the teachers’ unions
issued a five-day ultimatum
to government entreating it
to expeditiously address their
grievances or face strike action.
Government, the teachers
alleged, has broken a deal struck
during negotiations that ended
a three-month strike early this

year, obliging it to finding a
lasting solution to problems
afflicting the sector before the
second term started.
As
evidence,
teachers
said Thabane had remained
reticent amid the upheavals in
the education sector but was
very vocal when police officers
and wool and mohair farmers
threatened mayhem.
The three teachers’ unions
– the Lesotho Teachers Trade
Union (LTTU), the Lesotho
Association of Teachers (LAT)

M

President of LAT Ntsibulane Letsatsi

and the Lesotho Schools
Principal Association (LSPA)
have informed ‘Maseribane of
their decision to resume the
strike.
In a letter signed by the
three teacher union bosses, the
teachers said: “Please note that
the above mentioned teachers’
formations shall resume the
strike on the 12th August 2019
and the nature of the strike shall
be intermittent (recurrent) as
from 12th August 2019. Teachers
shall be three weeks off work
and one week at work if the subcommittee fails to intervene
within a period of five days from
a date of agreement...
“Kindly note further that
the nature of the strike and
conduct of the strike shall be
same with the one as adopted
in referral number A0621-18
at the Directorate of Dispute
Prevention and Resolution,
Maseru, Lesotho and copy of
the same strike and picketing
rules is herein attached…
“Note further that reliance
to resume a strike is on the
strength of … an agreement
entered into and between
… teachers’ formations and
Government of Lesotho.”
The letter was also signed
by Advocate Martin Mohanoe
counsel for the unions.
President of LAT Ntsibulane
Letsatsi argued said failure by
the sub-committee to address
their grievances has confirmed

teachers’ lowly position on
government’s to-do list.
“When the police went on
strike for a day demanding a
six percent wage hike and wool
and mohair farmers petitioned
Parliament
demanding
nullification of wool and
mohair regulations, the Prime
Minister immediately called a
press conference to address the
situations. As we speak, the
police have been granted the six
percent and wool and mohair
farmers’ grievances are being
addressed.
“Believe you me, even the
NSS (National Security Service)
that has just started fighting for
an increment will be addressed
before teachers. That is how
much teachers’ grievances are
taken for granted.
“The
agreement
that
teachers unions had with the
sub-committee was that before
schools re open, teachers’
demands would have been
addressed but up to date nothing
tangible can be shown,” he said.
Teachers grievances include
among others, amendment of
the Education policy, revising
performance
contracts,
payment of outstanding salaries
and allowances, clearing salary
errors as well as weeding ghost
workers out of the payroll.
The teachers are also
demanding training on the new
curriculum and provision of
resources and infrastructure.
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High profile cases to start
…As court dismisses bid to block foreign judges

RELEBOHILE TSOAMOTSE

M

ASERU - Former
army
boss
Lieutenant-General
Tlali Kamoli and
a dozen other top military
officers awaiting prosecution on
various serious crimes will soon
have their day in court after the
Appeal Court gave the nod to the
trials.
This after the Appeal
Court dismissed the officers’
– including former Defence
Minister, Ts`eliso Mokhosi
- application challenging the
appointment of foreign judges to
preside over their cases.
The trialists had argued that
the executive had interfered
with the selection of the judges
and had asked the Appeal Court
to nullify the appointments
after the Constitutional Court
dismissed their request in May.
The suspects are currently
awaiting trial in detention with
only Mokhosi out on bail.
Mokhosi is implicated in
the murder of Police Constable
Mokalekale
Khetheng
who
disappeared in police custody
but was later found buried in a
paupers’ grave near Maseru.
Kamoli is being charged
with the murder of former army
commander
Maaparankoe
Mahao and police officer
Mokheseng Ramahloko.
The group’s trials were
postponed repeatedly while
government searched for what

Attorney General Haae Phofoolo
has termed neutral judges from
neighbouring countries to hear
the cases.
Zimbabwean judge, Justice
Charles Hungwe was the first
foreign Acting High Court judge
drafted in but was unable to start
work due to the constitutional
court challenge.
In their court papers, the
suspects expressed fears they
would not receive fair trials from
foreign judges.
They
said
government
as an interested party had
been actively involved in the
appointment of the judges, thus
tainting the process.
But the apex court dismissed
their appeal on Friday saying
the High Court (sitting as
the
Constitutional
Court)
correctly concluded there was
no admissible evidence showing
government had manipulated
the process.
The judgement was written
by Namibian Deputy Chief
Justice, Petrus Damaseb who
is also an acting judge of the
Appeal Court.
In both the High Court and
Appeal Court, the complainants
had relied on suspended Chief
Justice Nthomeng Majara`s
affidavit in her litigation against
Prime Minister Thabane in
which she averred government
initiated efforts to appoint the
foreign judges.
The ConCourt said the
affidavit could only be considered

in support of the applicants’
case not when it was the sole
basis on which the court had to
decide whether the executive
had interfered with the Judicial
Service Commission (JSC).
The JSC appoints all judicial
officers, including foreign judges.
The court said the affidavit
was hearsay evidence which was
inadmissible.
“Recently,
Government
initiated efforts to recruit foreign
judges without following the
Constitution, I warned them that
the constitution did not support
their conduct as the recruitment
falls within the mandate of the
Judicial Service Commissions
and not the executive arm of
the state. I advised that they

should leave the issue with of
recruitment with JSC,” read
Majara’s affidavit.
Appeal Court President
Justice Kananelo Mosito when
dismissing the appeal said: “The
High Court correctly concluded
that the assertion that the
executive sought to manipulate
the appointment process of the
judges to preside in the High
Profile cases is not supported by
any admissible evidence.
“I come to the conclusion
therefore that the appeal must
fail,” he said.
The suspects alleged the
foreign judges were hired to
secure the death penalty.
In an affidavit filed on behalf
of all 15 applicants, Mokhosi
said the challenge to the foreign
judge’s appointment was in
furtherance of their rights to a
fair trial before an independent
and impartial court.
He
argued:
“The
participation of the attorney
general, the legal advisor of
the executive and Director
of Prosecutions (DDP), the
prosecuting authority in our
trials gives me an impression
that certain judges are picked to
achieve certain desired criminal
outcomes.”
Government lawyers argued
during the appeal hearing the
executive’s involvement in the
appointment process had been
limited to negotiations with
international
partners
only
while other functions were left to
relevant authorities.
Advocate
Tekane
Maqakachane
said
the
executive’s sole role had been to
trigger the recruitment process
as it involves securing funding
and engaging in diplomatic
negotiations with Sadc and its
member states.
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Phori sued for M4 million
…. Wool farmer Moshoeshoe claims minister defamed him
BONGIWE ZIHLANGU

M

ASERU
Mokhotlong
wool and mohair
farmer
Khotsang
Moshoeshoe
is
demanding
M4, 000 000 from Minister of
Small Business Development,
Marketing and Cooperatives
Chalane Phori, for defamation.
According to Moshoeshoe
the minister’s statement that
Moshoeshoe had squandered
M4 million received from South
African broker BKB meant for
Lesotho farmers was libelous.
Phori
acknowledged
receiving the letter but curtly
added Moshoeshoe and his
lawyer should “just go ahead
and sue me instead of notifying
me of their intentions with
letter”.“Yes, I know about the
letter you are talking about. I
did receive it and I dare him to
ahead and sue me.
“I still maintain that
Moshoeshoe did receive an M4
million bribe and I don’t care

what he has to say. Why are
they writing me letters? Why
don’t they just go ahead and sue
me?”
In a letter seen by Public
Eye
on
Sunday,
penned
by
Moshoeshoe’s
legal
representatives
Molati
Chambers and addressed to
Phori dated July 22 and bearing
a stamp of the Ministry of
Law, Constitutional Affairs
and Human Rights dated July
31, 2019, Adv. Letuka Molati
informs the minister that his
client is demanding M4 million.
He adds that failure to
pay the money within one
calendar month would lead
to a defamation lawsuit being
instigated against him
“Client instructs us that
during or about the month of
June 2019, you defamed him
by saying he has squandered,
appropriated, stolen or received
illicit money in the amount of
four million Maloti (M4, 000,
000) from BKB in order to
prejudice Lesotho’s Lesotho

wool and mohair farmers,”
Molati says.
“Your
aforesaid
verbal
utterances and publications
about
client
were
false,
wrongful and unlawful. They
are defamatory of client. As a
result of this defamation, client
demand compensation in the
amount of four million Maloti
(M4, 000, 000) payable within
one calendar month failing
which we shall sue you, jointly
and severally with the AttorneyGeneral, the one paying the
others being absolved, without
any further notice.”
According to Molati, should
the matter lead to litigation,
Moshoeshoe
had
already
resolved to sue Phori in his
personal capacity as he believed
that the minister peddled
falsehoods against him because
he was advancing a political
agenda against him.
“Client further holds the
view that when you defamed
him, you were on the frolic of
your own as a novice politician

and he will ask the court to order
that you should pay personally
although you were a Minister of
His Majesty’s Government when
you defamed him,” Molati said.
Meanwhile,
Moshoeshoe
has told Public Eye on Sunday
that Phori had sullied his
good name “not only in
Lesotho but internationally as
well”, by alleging that he was
untrustworthy and that the
compensation would “help to
cleanse my name”.
“I am a prominent wool and
mohair farmer respected not
only in Lesotho but the world
over. Therefore, the minister’s
allegations against me have
tainted my image and portrayed
me as untrustworthy the world
over,” Moshoeshoe said.
“People that I do business
with across the world now see
me differently as a result of
the allegation I squandered
M4 million from BKB that was
meant for farmers. The M4
million I am demanding will
help cleanse my name.”
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HONORARY DOCTORATE DEGREE

Celebration
Public Eye joins the Government of Lesotho, along with the entire Basotho
nation, in celebrating the conferment of an honorary doctoral degree on Deputy
Prime Minister and AD party leader, Dr Monyane Moleleki, by the Geneva School
of Diplomacy and International relations.
Dr Moleleki, one of the country’s most seasoned politicians, invites all well wishers
to Machache on August 10, 2019 to help him celebrate this milestone.
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Basotho cannot use internet
NEO SENOKO

…UN report blames this on poverty

ASERU – Nearly
four out of every 10
Basotho cannot use
the internet while
accessibility is further limited
by poverty, a United Nations
report has found.
The report says 35 per cent
of the country’s population does
not know how to use internet
and 15 per cent claim they do
not need internet.
This is according to the
Rapid
eTrade
Readiness
Assessment report for Lesotho
recently published under the
flag of the United Nations
Conference of Trade and
Development (UNCTAD).
The report stated further
that, access to affordable
internet remains vital for
Lesotho but progress is still
far from meeting Sustainable
Development Goal 9.c which
calls for universal affordable
access to the internet and
reaching 1 to 2 affordable
internet target, with 1GB mobile
broadband prices remaining
high and above two percent of
the average monthly income.
“e-commerce can potentially
boost economic performance
and diversify sources of incomes,
improving
accessibility
to
customers, markets and trade
information, all of which play
a key role for development
and graduation from the Least
Developed Countries (LDC)
category,” the report stated.
As it stands, the report
stated
that
the
overall
e-commerce
enabling
environment in Lesotho faces
challenges, thus hampering its
further development.
“The
main
challenge
includes the population’s lack
of trust in online systems, low
level of internet access by the
population, minimal technology
adoption by firms, lack of access
to financing and weak IT skills
across the overall population.
These challenges mean that the
e-commerce ecosystem, while
improving in comparison with
previous years, is still relatively
embryonic,” the report added.
Statistics
show
that
Lesotho enjoys a high level of
infrastructural
connectivity
as the country is connected to
the region through three main
submarine cables.

The 3G coverage network is
almost 100 percent and mobile
usage is widespread but the
use of the internet, even mobile
internet remains limited. Only
37 percent of the population
has an active mobile broadband
subscription.
There is only limited use of
e-commerce platforms by small
firms, the main channels appear
to be through social media.
The main constraint on
internet roll-out according to
the report is the price of service,
a situation further aggravated
by limited competition present
in the country with only two
incumbents,
Vodacom
and
Econet Telecom Lesotho.
Earlier this year, Vodacom
Group
Limited
revealed
through their integrated report
that in Lesotho, the company
registered a revenue growth of
4.2 percent in the year ended
March 31, 2019.
The upsurge in revenue was
mainly driven by strong growth
in data and Mpesa revenues.
Data revenue also grew 18.4 per
cent, supported by a 49.6 per
cent increase in data usage per
customer.
In October 2015, the
World Bank updated the
international poverty line to
$1.90 (approximately M27.00)
a day. That is around M810 a
month. Most – above 50 percent
– of the Lesotho population live
on income below this.

M

Vodacom
Lesotho’s
minimum monthly data bundle
of 750 megabytes (MB) costs
M80, almost 10 percent of an
average Mosotho’s monthly
income.
In Lesotho the internet
has limited use as a channel to
buy and sell goods. According
to the World bank, only about
one-third of the population
made a digital payment in
2018 with Vodacom Mpesa and
ETL’s EcoCash boosting the
percentages.
Vodacom Group Limited
reported earlier through their
integrated report that Mpesa
revenue grew by 34.8 per cent,
supported by a 37.9 per cent
increase in Mpesa customers.
Lesotho has experienced
impressive economic growth
over the past decade with a
compound Annual Growth rate
of 3.6 per cent annually since
2007 and a real GDP per capita
growth of 25 per cent in the last
decade.
This growth was largely
supported by increased diamond
exports.
In this context, e-commerce
can potentially boost economic
performance
and
diversify
sources of income. The eTrade
Readiness Assessment report
therefore recommended that
Lesotho should engage in
national e-commerce strategy
development process and create
a public private dialogue to

ensure that barriers faced by
the private sector are removed.
The country should also expand
the capacity of the Bureau
of Statistics and Lesotho
Communications
Authority
(LCA) statistics department.
The
existing
education
curriculum
should
also
be
upgraded
along
with
capacitating the e-commerce
enterprises with business skills.
With
the
continuous
struggles in economic conditions
in Lesotho, endangered by high
levels of unemployment and lack
of access to finance, digital trade
has been branded as a seamless
opportunity for the country to
revive its economy.
While the country has
identified e-commerce as a
way to lift its population out of
poverty, it has not yet created a
stand-alone policy and strategy
tackling this area.
Key policy papers do not
address e-commerce directly
although they address related
areas such as e-governance.
Further, access to affordable
internet remains a major
challenge for the country
towards making significant
progress in digital trade.
It
also
stresses
that
realising these opportunities
requires concerted efforts by
government, the private sector
and development partners.
The eTrade for all initiative,
launched at the fourteenth
Ministerial
Conference
of
UNCTAD in July 2016, is a
practical example of how to
harness the digital economy in
support of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development goals.
The initiative seeks to raise
awareness, enhance synergies
and increase the scale of
existing and new efforts by
the development community
to strengthen the ability of
developing countries to engage
in and benefit from e-commerce
through adoption of relevant
policies.
While
acknowledging
significant constraints, the
report also shows progress
in
streamlining
customs
procedures and implementing
trade
facilitation
reforms,
including the ratification of
the World Trade Organization
(WTO)
Trade
Facilitation
Agreement.
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Thabane launches
games’ village
project
…300 new jobs in the pipeline
NTHETHE MAPHAONG

M

Sunday February 24, 2019

Sunday August 04, 2019

ASERU - Prime
Minister
Tom
Thabane on Friday
pledged
M2.4
billion for construction of an
ultra modern African Youth
Games village, complete with a
state-of-the-art indoor sports
facility and stadium.
The multi-purpose facility,
Thabane said, to be built at
Lepeleng will include a 20 000
seater stadium which will be
expanded to sit double that
number after the games.
Lesotho will host the games
in December next year which
locals will consider a fillip as the
ambitious project will create at
least 300 new jobs.
Thabane said the sports
complex will include fields for
outdoor activities and indoor
games.
The National University of
Lesotho (NUL), which will be
the hub of the games, will also
benefit as its dilapidated hostels
will get a facelift while a number

of new hostels will be built at the
historic seat of higher learning.
The playground will have
facilities for different sporting
codes including volley ball,
tennis, basketball, netball and
swimming.
“This indoor sports arena
is going to accommodate 2000
people and 41 different sporting
activities are expected to take
place here in the indoor sports
arena.
“We will also construct a
stadium which will accommodate
20, 000 people during the games
in 2020 and 40 000 people when
the stadium is completed.
“The Stadium will be used to
host athletics and international
football
matches
after
completion,” said Thabane.
Minister of Sports, Gender,
Culture and Recreation Dr
Mahali Phamotse said a
dearth of sports facilities
was an impediment to sports
development in the country
but hopes for an immediate
improvement after completion
of the quality facilities.
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