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Judgment reserved in LCS officers’ case

‘MAPALO NKHELOANE

MASERU - The 
Ministry of 
Health’s testy 
relationship with 

Ts’epong Hospital hit a new low 
last week after the hospital sent 
away hordes of out-patients, 
attracting a stinging scolding 
from government. 

The hospital said it’s not 
too infrequent action followed 
a government directive that it 
strictly sticks to the terms of the 
deal it struck with government 
at the onset of the contract 
allowing it to offer medical 
services to Basotho.

Last week, the hospital 
reportedly attended to only 
50 patients a day; sending 
shockwaves in the ministry 
and touching off murmurs of 
discontent among Basotho.

A peeved government official 
on Friday lashed out at the 
Medi-Care managed hospital, 
denying it had instructed the 
hospital to chase patients away.

Deputy Minister of Health 
Manthabiseng Phohleli told 
reporters the hospital was 
“spreading false information” 
about government instructions.  

Instead, she said, the 
ministry had told the hospital 
to treat patients complaining of 
only those ailments meeting the 
criteria outlined in the founding 
contract.

“It has come to our 
attention that the hospital is 
seeing self-referred patients 
even though that is not how 
the hospital should operate. 
The ministry bought necessary 
medical equipment for public 
hospitals in order to avoid cases 
of people referring themselves 
to Ts’epong. We did not 
however send instructions that 
people should be chased away,” 
Phohleli said.

Phohleli said the hospital 
had been sending patients home 
throughout the week without 
consulting the ministry “yet 
it was doing all that in the 
ministry’s name”. 

The hospital reportedly 
told the ministry in a letter last 
week it was failing to cope with 
floods of patients streaming to 
its facility, hence the cutback 
in the number of patients it was 
treating daily.

But Phoheli insisted the 
contract between the hospital 
and the government clearly 
outlines medical services the 
hospital should provide - and 
not offer. 

Among those it should not 
offer are drugs for TB, ARVs, 
and cancer. 

This is because the HIV 
area is saturated with non-
governmental organisations and 
the United States government 
pouring in millions of maloti 
every year.

This year, the US under its 
President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief (

(PEPFAR) has committed 
M1,2 billion to HIV programmes 
in the country which include the 
hugely successful test and treat.

From Monday, government 
will station mobile clinics at 
Mabote, Qoaling filter clinic, 
and Likotsi to stem the tide of 
people going to Ts’epong.

Asked whether relations are 
good between the government 

and Ts’epong, Phohleli said: 
“We do not have to be friends 
with Ts’epong; theirs is to 
offer services the government 
pays them for but we will only 
say relations are ruined in the 
case where we would have to 
terminate the contract.”    

Tsepong was in the news 
again last year when a three-way 
spat between Health Minister 
Nkaku Kabi, the ministry’s 
Principal Secretary ’Mole 
Kumalo and management of the 
Queen ’Mamohato Memorial 
Hospital (QMMH) threatened 
to plunge Lesotho’s already 
poor healthcare system into 
disarray.

Kumalo had apparently 
instructed the hospital to 
conform to the terms of its 
contract with government and 
slash skyrocketing patients’ 
admission numbers.

However, Kabi said he had 
not been informed that Tšepong 
had been instructed to limit the 
number of patients.

Tsepong, govt clash
…after hospital sends patients away

But hospital management 
confirmed that it had been 
instructed by Kumalo to limit 
admissions.

Kabi said then that Kumalo 
“acted without the mandate 
of the ministry”, stressing 
that there had never been a 
meeting at which the ministry 
decided to instruct Tšepong to 
limit patients and mandated 
the PS to communicate such a 
resolution to the hospital.

Kumalo though insisted he 
was informed by the hospital 
that it had closed “Ward 
O” because it was owed by 
government.

“They said they closed Ward 
O and they might also close 
Ward C,” Kumalo told Kabi.

Kumalo said Ward O was 
private but the hospital had 
only decided to use it for public 
patients in order to increase 
capacity and accommodate 
more public patients who were 
desperate for medical services.

He added that the hospital 
had now decided to close the 
ward to the public as it was 
worried if government would 
agree to pay for services the 
hospital offered in that ward.

Kumalo said according 
to the contract, Tšepong was 
supposed to have 425 beds, 
35 of which were meant for a 
private ward.

“Section 27 of the contract 
is very clear that the hospital 
can run the ward at its own 
costs and risks,” he said.

But from the beginning, he 
added, the private ward was 
never used as such because of 
congestion at the hospital and 
management decided to convert 
the private ward to public.

He said: “The contract also 
stipulates that the Tšepong 
management must always keep 
government abreast of all the 
developments at the hospital. 
That is why the hospital 
submits a report to government 
each year to which the ministry 
would always reply: stick to the 
terms of the contract. This is 
usual government response.

“Even this year (2018) we 
told them to stick to the terms 
of the contract like we always 
do. That is why they have closed 
that private ward. It is wrong for 
them to say we said they should 
close wards. The challenge 
now is that government owes 
Tšepong for these extra services 
that were provided in that 
private-turned-public ward.”
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BONGIWE ZIHLANGU

MASERU - Prime 
Minister Thomas 
Thabane says 
peace, security and 

socio-economic development 
will remain elusive especially 
in Africa, if governments do not 
implement necessary reforms 
“of our laws and institutions”.  

Speaking at the United 
Nations General Assembly 
in New York, on Friday, the 
premier said African countries 
had inherited colonial “archaic” 
laws “out of touch” laws with 
modern day realities.

This is as Lesotho gears 
to reform the judiciary, 
constitution, parliament, as 
well as the security and public 
service sectors.

“I have underscored the fact 
that peace and security, as well as 
socio-economic development, 
will remain elusive in our 
respective countries if we do not 
implement necessary reforms 
of our laws and institutions,” 
Thabane said. 

“Archaic laws and 
institutions inherited from our 
colonial masters that are far 
from the realities of the 21st 
Century must be done away 
with. Our journey towards 
national reforms in Lesotho is 
nearing fruition.”

Thabane further told the 
assembly that the country 
would next month be concluding 
dialogue on the reforms.

Parliament would also 
“soon conclude the process of 
enacting legislation” creating 
the National Reforms Authority 
(NRA) before the end of 
October. 

“We will be concluding the 
process of national dialogue 
on the ‘Lesotho We Want’ next 
month. Parliament will also 
soon conclude the process of 
enacting legislation creating a 
body that will craft the reforms 
the National Reforms Authority 
before the end of next month,” 
Thabane said.

The octogenarian also 
lauded the Southern African 
Development Community 
(Sadc), saying without the 
regional body, the United 
Nations Peace Building 
Department and the European 
Union’s support, “the strides 
that we have made thus far 
would not have been possible”.

“To them we are eternally 
grateful. We are confident that 
they will continue to undertake 
this journey with us even 

Thabane talks reforms
…urges Africans to dump colonial lawsthrough the implementation 

phase. The attainment of the 
goal of establishing transparent, 
efficient and accountable 
institutions free of corruption, 
as well as just laws responsive to 
the needs of Basotho is within 
sight.  “The experiences we 
shared in the summits and the 
ideas we exchanged here should 
propel us to adopt policies and 
put in place measures in our 
respective countries that are 
responsive to the needs of our 
people,” Thabane said. 

He added: “The NSDP II 
also emphasizes the necessity 
to pursue sustainable inclusive 
growth and creation of decent 
jobs as the most effective route 
for poverty reduction.”

According to Thabane, his 
government had thus launched 
a Job and Investment Summit 
aimed at engaging private 
investment with a view to 
creating “30 000 decent jobs 
for Basotho” with particular 
interest in women, youth and 
marginalized groups such as 
people with disability.  

“In this context, government 
has recently launched a Job and 
Investment Summit aimed at 
engaging private investment 
and creating job opportunities 
for over 30 000 Basotho, 
with a particular focus on the 
Youth, Women and People with 
Disability and other Vulnerable 
Groups,” Thabane said.

Thabane also reminded the 
general assembly that Lesotho 
was one of the 47 countries that 
underwent Voluntary National 
Review (NVR) during the High-
Level Political Forum (HLPF) 
on Sustainable Development, 
in recognition of the effective 
implementation of the 2030 
Agenda. 

“In our VNR submission, 
we recognize that effective 
implementation of the 
2030 Agenda requires 
implementation of priority 
programs under different SDGs 
that have combined impact on 
unemployment and poverty 
reduction in all its facets. 
Secondly, we attach importance 
to an all-inclusive approach and 
participation of everyone in the 
country in the implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda,” Thabane 
said.

Thabane said his government 
recognized the need for quality 
education that responded to 
Lesotho’s needs and that in a 

similar breath “we are taking 
steps to raise the quality of 
basic education”.

“In this regard, the 
Government of Lesotho is 
undertaking steps to raise the 
quality of basic education, 
in recognition with a view 
to bestowing Basotho with a 
strong foundation for skills 
development and improvement 
of their ability to participate 
more productively in the 
economic space,” he said.

But, Thabane was quick to 
note that without assistance 
rendered to the Least Developed 
Countries (LDC) by their 
developed counterparts “then 
achievement of the SDGs is but 
an illusion”.

“We must nevertheless 
underscore the fact that 
achievement of the SDGs will 
elude us if due assistance to 
the Least Developed Countries 
(LDC)’s is not rendered. The 
commitments made in this 
connection must be fulfilled.

 “We must take concerted 
measures, in the remaining 
ten years, to foster stronger 
partnerships at the national, 
regional and global levels 

and ensure that no one is left 
behind as we marshal our 
countries towards the 2030 
stepping stone. Collaboration 
with development partners, 
financial institutions and the 
private sector among others, is 
critical.”

He again cautioned that 
statements made at UNGA 
would not change the world 
but would remain mere rhetoric 
without the political will to act.

 “As I conclude my 
statement, I wish to underscore 
that it is not our rhetoric from 
this podium that will change the 
global socio-economic, political 
and security trajectory. But, it is 
our willingness to put our words 
into action that will usher the 
world out of the ongoing misery. 

“We are not at helm of our 
countries by chance, but the 
Almighty God has allowed us 
to lead the world at this time 
for a purpose. So, let us all 
remain faithful, in the true 
spirit of multilateralism, to the 
principles of underpinning this 
organization – principles which 
envision a truly representative 
and effective United Nations 
that will be a torch to bear.”      
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‘MATHATISI SEBUSI

MASERU – Amid the 
spike in cases of 
abuse and murder of 
old people, a rights 

group has urged government to 
clampdown on the plague and to 
fast track laws to protect this age 
group.  

Malebohang Molete, director 
of the Maseru Women Senior 
Citizens Association, said the 
elderly face the double-edged 
sword of being abused at home 
and also having their rights 
violated at public institutions, 
including hospitals. 

Although a clutch of national 
laws protects the elderly – like 
all other citizens - Molete argues 
the elderly are a delicate group 
that need special attention.

Government has responded 
and cobbled together a bill 
designed to ensure the elderly’s 
rights are protected and abusers 
face the full wrath of the law.

These concerns come on the 
back of a recent call by a cabinet 
minister to police to shoot to kill 
abusers of the elderly.

Temeki Tšolo, the minister 
in the Prime Minister’s Office 
told a Masianokeng party for 
the elderly last month those 
who kill elderly people must be 
summarily executed.

“I am not ashamed of what I 
am saying and if people do not 
want to be shot they should stay 
away from raping and killing old 
people,” Tšolo said.

“If people cannot be stopped 
from abusing the elderly and 
if they keep getting bail for as 
little as M300 then I reckon 
they should be killed because 
the courts are failing us and we 
cannot have that nonsense. I am 
not ashamed of what I am saying 
and if this will cost me votes in 
the coming elections, so be it.”

While advocates for the 
rights of elderly people may 
not necessarily agree with 
the minister, they are equally 
vociferous in pushing for their 
rights. 

Molete said, for instance, the 
elderly live in constant fear of 
being killed, raped and assaulted 
and perpetrators sometimes 
never get arrested or punished.

The elderly complain about 
their views being disregarded 
and the condescending attitude 

New law to stem elderly abuse
…as the elderly protest spike incidents of rape, murder 

of their minders, including 
family members, she added.

 “We need same treatment 
even when accessing social 
facilities like hospitals and 
others like any other age group.

“Currently, when we get to 
hospitals we are normally told 
that we are sick because we are 
old when everyone else gets sick.

“The doctors do not even 
check to see what is wrong with 
us and just assume that it is old 
age. That hurts so much.

“We also need to be respected 
despite our age and people 
should not treat us as though we 
are useless. I hope this law will 
address all the challenges senior 
citizens experience which also 
include killing of elderly people 
under allegations of witchcraft.

 “The other thing is that 
we should be allowed to have 
freedom of speech so that we say 
what we want to say and make 
decisions that we see fit for us,” 
Molete said.

She noted the elderly should 
not be patronised, even by 
relatives. “We do not like being 
told what to wear or when to 
wear it. We know our bodies 
more than anyone and can make 
better decisions concerning our 
bodies,” she said.

Director in the Department 
of Elderly Care Services in the 
Ministry of Social Development 
Rets’elisitsoe Tsuinyane said the 
bill was drafted after the ministry 
realized that awareness efforts 
against abuse of elderly people 
were futile as there was no law to 
hold perpetrators accountable. 

She said in Lesotho there is 
no law that protects the elderly 
but only policies which are not 
binding and cannot be used to 
haul perpetrators to court for 
mistreatment and abuse of the 
elderly.

“We have realized that 
doing awareness on elderly’s 
protection without a binding law 
is useless.

 “Since we started awareness 
campaigns on abuse of elderly, 
not much was achieved because 
of lack of laws protecting them.

“The reasons we drafted the 
Bill is among others to include 
sexual and physical abuse older 
people endure, discrimination 
and violations of their human 

rights. “We see on daily basis 
abuse and killings done to older 
people and we hope with this Bill 
the situation will change. 

The Older Persons 
Protection Act, 2019 Bill states 
that without prejudice to their 
human rights, older persons 
shall have the right to autonomy 
and independence, including 
the right to decide their place of 
residence and with whom they 
will live.

It will also grant them the 
right to make decisions regarding 
their wellbeing without undue 
interference from any person or 
entity, to appoint a person of 
their choice to carry out their 
wishes and instructions and 
have the right to legal and social 
assistance in case of incapacity, 
“in order to make decisions that 
are in their best interests and 
wellbeing”.

The Act will also provide 
for older persons’ full and 
effective participation in public, 
political, cultural, economic 
and development activities and 
decision making at household, 
community and national levels.

According to the Act, older 
persons shall have the right to 
political or public life, including 
standing for elections and 
voting.

“Older persons shall have the 
right to freedom of expression 

and opinions, knowledge 
and experience, freedom of 
association and assembly 
including to form groups and 
associations for political, 
income generating, cultural and 
religious ends for the protection 
of their interests and participate 
in all areas of their interest.

“Older persons shall 
have full rights to deal with 
property including to own, use, 
occupy, transfer, sell, inherit 
and distribute land and other 
properties.

“They will again have 
the right to protection from 
arbitrary or unlawful seizure of 
their property, will have access 
to effective remedies to provide 
redress for arbitrary or unlawful 
deprivation of property and 
have protection from traditional 
widowhood practices which 
deprive women of property and 
inheritance rights.

“They will further have the 
right to justice including to 
be afforded a hearing within a 
reasonable time, with special 
measures in situations of 
immediacy and will be provided 
with legal services including 
legal assistance and legal aid on 
equal bases as others.

“They will be afforded 
freedom from all forms of 
violence, torture and abuse,” 
reads the bill.

Malebohang Molete director of the Maseru Women Senior Citizens 
Association
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‘MAPALO NKHELOANE

MASERU – The 
founders of Willies 
Hospital Dr Cephas 
Kelvin Hoedoafia 

and his wife, Dr Isdorina 
Mamakhetha Ts’olo Hoedoafia 
every September give food parcels 
to the poor in Khubetsoana.

September was thus again 
“Christmas” for people in 
Khubetsoana as the two unsung 
heroes celebrated their wedding 
anniversary, 33 years ago.

Together, they opened Willis 
Hospital on September 9, 2000, 
a day and month that coincides 

Willies hospital fetes children
…founders celebrate 33 years of marriage with bash

with Dr Ts’olo’s birthday. 
Because they are Christians 

and are adamant that God 
blesses people for them to bless 
others - this they do by giving 
back to the community.

They either celebrate with 
orphans, the elderly or the 
disabled by handing them 
packages and dining with them.

“You have to learn to mingle 
with people who may not have 
an opportunity to physically 
be with you, people that only 
see you from a distance,” the 
doctors said. September 2019 
was however even more special 
for the couple. “Thirty-three 

is a very special number even 
when you take it biblically. 3:3 
represents the Holy Trinity. This 
year we decided to celebrate with 
Khubetsoana-based orphans. 
Instead of just giving them gifts 
and cooking for them like we 
always do, this year we made a 
feast and everyone had the time 
of their life,” Dr Ts’olo says.

They explain that the 
occasion was initially planned 
for 150 children but instead, over 
350 people attended. 

Fortunately, there was 
no shortage as everyone who 
attended indulged in the hot, 
delicious Ghanaian dish on offer.

The Hoedoafias say they 
are obliged by God to help the 
needy and they have no plans of 
stopping their annual donations. 

Apart from the September 
donations, the doctors also award 
the best performing pharmacy 
student from the National 
University of Lesotho with the 
“Willies award”. 

They also sponsor learners 
and offer internships to nursing 
students. The couple also helps a 
Khubetsoana-based soccer team, 
Lifefo FC with basic soccer needs 
after being impressed by the fact 
that the players were exploiting 
their talent.
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NTHAKO MAJORO

MASERU – The 
National Basketball 
League (NBL) 
roared back into life 

on Friday with an explosive tie 
between defending champions 
Lerotholi Polytechnic (LP) and 
Shooting Rifles at Lehakoe 
Recreational Centre.

It was Rifles who kicked off 
the campaign on a high note as 
they beat LP 68-60 on the day 
before Tonardo 98ers hammered 
LUCT 49-24 on Saturday, at the 
same venue.

In the opening league match 
in the ladies league, Roma 
Wolves beat LUCT 18-11, while in 
another ladies match, defending 
champions Bokamoso North 
stunned Bokamoso South 54-

Basketball league returns
…explosive tie precursor to exciting season

21, on Saturday, also at Lehakoe 
Recreational Centre.     

The 2019/20 National 
Basketball League season got 
underway two months after 
the organisation elected a new 
national executive committee 
following the collapse of the 
Francis Koma led committee.

This was due to differences 
between the clubs and the 
committee over rules and 
regulations, among other things.      

According to new LBA 
secretary general Ts’eole Kojane, 
the standoff saw four members 
of the former LBA committee 
resign, leading to its collapse. 

The spat happened after 
the league format was changed 
towards the end of the season.   

“Our league was not played 
to the end last season because 

of the standoff and as a result we 
did not have league champions,” 
said Kojane in an interview on 
Saturday.

“So officially, the 2017/18 
season winners (being in men LP 
and in women Bokamoso North) 
are still regarded as the LBA 
defending champions (because 
the 2018/19 season was not 
played to the end).”

Kojane said the new 
committee had also dismantled 
the Basketball Private League 
launched by the clubs after the 
standoff. The NBL bounced back 
sponsored by Mohloli oa Tsebo 
Training and Development 
Services (MTTD). Kojane said 
the sponsorship is for five years.  

The women teams in the 
league have also increased 
from eight to ten after Tornado 

Ladies, Roma Ladies and IDM 
joined. 

However, one women’s team 
Khubetsoana All Stars (KTA) 
withdrew from the league 
last season due to a shortage 
of players, which resulted in 
them forfeiting three matches - 
leading to their suspension.  

Likewise, Kojane said there’s 
also one new men’s team joining 
the NBL, namely Bokamoso 
Alumni.

The inclusion of Bokamoso 
Alumni increased the number of 
men’s clubs to 12. 

“A lot of damage happened 
last time and now we are 
regrouping,” said Kojane. 
“So our main task as the new 
committee is to revive basketball 
and make the association 
better.”


