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Judgment reserved in LCS officers’ case

RELEBOHILE TSOAMOTSE

MASERU - The case 
in which three 
soldiers who were 
bodyguards to the 

former Lesotho Defence Force 
commander, Tlali Kamoli are 
facing murder charges, will 
commence on November 4.

Corporal Tjekane Sebolai, 
Private Selone Ratšiu and Private 
Kopano Matsoso are charged for 
the murder of one Lisebo Tang 
near Kamoli’s residence in 2014.

The case is among several 
others, which waited almost 
two years for prosecution while 
government looked for foreign 
judges to hear the said cases. 

It was deemed necessary to 
engage foreign judges to remove 
perceptions of potential bias 
because of the sensitivity of the 
cases.

The pre-trial conference 
was held on September 27 while 
parties reported progress to the 
court on Thursday this week. 
Prosecution informed the court 
that there was a successful 
exchange of witness statements 
and that the charge sheet has 
been amended and served to the 
accused person.

Advocate Lepeli Molapo, 
who is the prosecutor in the 
matter, had during the pre-trial 
conference informed the court 
that the crown intends to amend 
the charge sheet by adding an 
additional charge of “defeating 
the ends of justice”.

He then told the court on 
Thursday that the charge sheet 
had been amended and asked 
the court to accept the amended 
charge sheet in terms of Section 
161 B of the Criminal Procedure 
and Evidence Act. 

Presiding judge, Justice 
Kabelo Lebotse consented.

Molapo also told the court 
that the crown and defence 
discussed the issues of the case 
such as the accused’s defence. He 
said the first and second accused 
accept having fired the shots but 
say the killing was not intentional 
while the third accused says he 
did not participate.

Twenty-one witnesses will 
testify in the case, four of which 

Lisebo Tang murder
suspects face trial

will be expert witnesses, including 
a ballistic expert, scene of crime 
investigator, a medical doctor 
and a pathologist. The defence 
said it will call four witnesses.

In the first count the accused 
are charged with contravening 
provisions of section 40 (1) of the 
Penal Code Act of 2010, read with 
section 109 of the same Act;

“In that upon or about 9 
May 2014, and at or near Ha-
Leqele, Sekoting in the district 
of Maseru, the said accused each 
one or both acting in concert and 
furtherance of common purpose 
did unlawfully perform an act or 
omission with the intention of 
causing the death of one Lisebo 
Tang by shooting the said Lisebo 
Tang with AK 47 firearms on the 
chest and stomach resulting in 
Tang sustaining serious injuries 
that led to her death on 9 May 
2014.”

Tang died at the scene of the 
shooting, which took place in 
the early hours of 10 May 2014, 
while her friend, Tšepo Jane, 
36, was injured and taken to the 
Makoanyane Military Hospital. 

But the LDF said the killing 
of Lisebo, who left a two-year-old 
child then, was not intentional.

The former commander 
publicly apologised for Tang’s 
killing. 

Kamoli told mourners who 
were attending the funeral in 2014 
that the LDF members had not 
intended to kill Lisebo as they 
did not even know who was in 
the vehicle when they shot at it. 
“The shooting was not meant 
to kill Lisebo, but to stop the 
suspicious movement that had 
been seen by the officers who were 
on duty that night. I apologise for 
this loss; the soldiers had no ill-
intention whatsoever as they did 
not even know who was in the 
car.” Kamoli said.

Police reports suggested the 
vehicle was shot at about 123 
times.

In 2014 Kamoli also sought 
to “clear the air” regarding 
allegations that the soldiers shot 
at the vehicle after suspecting it 
carried police officers. 

Relations between the LDF 
and Lesotho Mounted Police 

Service (LMPS) were at an all-
time low in that period after 
the army refused to cooperate 
with police investigations into 
the simultaneous bombings 
of three Maseru homes 
on 27 January that year. 
“I am the Commander of the 
LDF, as far as I know, and we 
do not have any reason to attack 
the police. Why should we shoot 
the police? The LDF and LMPS 
are security agencies established 
legitimately not to fight each 
other but to protect the lives of 
Basotho,” he said.

Lt Gen Kamoli also explained 
why the LDF was building 
a house for the Tang family. 
“The fact that the LDF is 
building a house for this family 
is not to buy their silence or 
make them forget the loss of their 
child, but to give a helping hand 
on the plan the family already 
had in place. It is also an act of 
apology for the pain the LDF 

brought to the Tang family. 
“But it must be made clear the 
LDF did not buy the building 
material as has been speculated 
since the construction had already 
started. The building material 
was already there; the LDF only 
supported and implemented what 
was already in place.”

The LDF boss at the time 
further dismissed speculation 
that the army used government 
funds to help the Tang family. 
“I have heard that there are 
people who have asked about the 
money that we used to help in 
building the house. 

We did not use government 
money to help here, we used army 
resources.”

Lt Gen Kamoli further said 
he was confident ties between 
the Tang family and the army 
would continue to be strong as 
the family had allowed the LDF 
to express their remorse over the 
tragic mistake.

He also said Prime Minister 
Thomas Thabane, who was also 
the Minister of Defence, Police 
and National Security, knew 
about the LDF’s act of apology. 
“The prime minister came to 
pass his condolences to the Tang 
family following the shooting 
and he also approved our act of 
apology,” Kanoli said the time.
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MASERU - Around 
191 employees that 
had earlier been 
retrenched by a local 

garment and clothing firm C and 
Y have been reinstated.  

The firm, which falls under 
the umbrella of Nien Hsing 
International Lesotho (PTY) 
Ltd, had decided to reduce staff 
earlier this year, citing tough 
economic conditions and the fact 
that international buyers and 
American companies Levi Strauss 
& Co, the Children’s Place and 
Kontoor Brands (Wrangler and 
Lee jeans) were threatening to 
pull out. But thanks to the latest 
agreement signed by the coalition 
of labour unions, women’s rights 
advocates and the leading apparel 
brands in the country, all the 
workers have been reinstated and 
international buyers are no longer 
pulling out of the deal. 

Other firms that fall under 
the Nien Hsing firms are Global 
Garment, Formosa Textiles 
Company, Glory International 
and Nien Hsing International. 

Poor working conditions, 
coupled with intensive violence 
and harassment in all the 
five firms under Nien Hsing 
International Lesotho, have also 
been addressed by the newly 
signed agreement. 

The agreement comes shortly 
after the firms came under serious 
scrutiny, with the investigations 
by an independent labour 
rights monitoring organisation, 
Worker Rights Consortium 
(WRC), exposing severe and 
extensive sexual harassment 
and coercion affecting 10, 000 
workers employed at Nien Hsing’s 
garment factories in Lesotho. 

The investigations 
revealed that a measure of the 
pervasiveness of gender-based 
violence and harassment at the 
factories is that nearly two-
thirds of the women workers with 
whom the WRC conducted in-
depth interviews reported having 
experienced sexual harassment or 
abuse or having contemporaneous 
knowledge of harassment or abuse 
suffered by co-workers. 

The agreement, which came 
to fruition in August 15 this year, 
seeks to combat gender-based 
violence and harassment within 
the Nien Hsing International 
group.

Five Lesotho trade unions and 
women’s rights organisations, 
the Independent Democratic 
Union of Lesotho (IDUL), Unite 
Textile Employees (UNITE), 

191 workers retained as 
unions seal gender deal

the National Clothing Textile 
and Allied Workers Union, the 
Federation of Women Lawyers 
in Lesotho (FIDA) and Women 
and Law in Southern African 
Research and Education Trust-
Lesotho (WLSA) signed separate 
enforceable agreements with 
American companies Levi Strauss 
& Co, the Children’s Place and 
Kontoor Brands (Wrangler and 
Lee jeans).

The agreements further 
condition these brands’ business 
with the supplier, Nien Hsing 
Textile Co on its co-operation 
with a worker-led programme to 
eliminate gender-based violence 
and harassment in garment 
factories. 

One of its kind in Africa, the 
agreement also tackles issues 
of freedom of association while 
protecting associational rights 
by prohibiting any form of anti-
union retaliation or interference 
with workers’ exercise of their 
right to organise. 

Previously, restrictions on 
the ability of workers at the Nien 
Hsing factories in Lesotho to 
exercise their rights to collective 
action was a major contributing 
factor to the high incidence 
of gender-based violence and 
harassment at these facilities. 

During the negotiating 
process of the agreement, 
international buyers were also 

convinced not to pull out of the 
deal by representatives of the 
labour unions, women’s rights 
advocates and members of the 
Nien Hsing firms. 

Local workers’ unions have 
described the agreement as a 
great achievement as it will go 
a long way towards protecting 
workers’ rights in these firms. 

They revealed it is because 
of the agreement that all the 191 
workers have been re-instated as 
supported by the commitments 
agreed upon under the new 
guidelines. International buyers 
who were initially threatening 
to pulled out are also back in 
business with Nien Hsing. 

“This agreement is a big 
achievement for the workers in 
these firms and for us as unions 
because it gives us more power 
to protect workers’ rights and 
ensure their safety and wellbeing. 
Working conditions in these firms 
will no longer be the same going 
forward,” said the representative 
of the Independent Democratic 
Union of Lesotho (IDUL) May 
Rathakane in an interview with 
Public Eye this week. 

The agreement will further 
operate in tandem with a separate 
deal between Nien Hsing and 
the trade unions and women’s 
rights organisations in Lesotho 
to establish an independent 
investigative organisation 

responsible for probing 
allegations of gender-based 
violence and harassment at Nien 
Hsing’s Lesotho factories. 

If it establishes the code of 
conduct has been violated, the 
organisation will direct specific 
remedies up to and including 
dismissal of the manager or 
worker responsible. 

This is crucial because it 
is impossible to prevent and 
address gender-based violence 
and harassment in the workplace 
without freedom of association, 
according to workers’ unions.

Workers ability to act 
collectively to protect their rights 
and interests is an essential tool 
to effectively change the gender-
based unequal power relations, 
which increase the risk of violence 
and harassment. 

Generally, the textile and 
garment sector, which employs 
40, 000 workers on average in 
Lesotho is mostly dominated by 
women who normally come all the 
way from rural areas seeking for 
employment. 

These women, however, 
undergo severe violence and 
harassment almost on a daily 
basis. While the agreement 
currently focuses on the five 
firms, the understanding is that 
it should cover the entire sector 
in order to eliminate violence and 
harassment in the industry.
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. . . Mochoboroane calls for separate anti-graft court

News Feature

‘MAPALO NKHELOANE

MASERU – It is 
estimated that 
chronic malnutrition 
costs African 

countries a staggering US$25 
billion (M375 billion) a year, King 
Letsie III said on Thursday.

“As you all know, malnutrition 
has had very negative effects on the 
economic growth and development 
of our country and continent. The 
economies of Africa are reported 
to be losing 11 percent of their 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
to malnutrition-related costs,” the 
King said.

“According to UNICEF 
(United Nations Children’s 
Fund, originally known as the 
United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund, 
African economies are losing 
approximately US$25 billion a year 
due to malnutrition,” he added. 
He made the remarks during the 
High Level Consultation on Food 
Security and Nutrition in Africa 
held at ‘Manthabiseng Convention 
Centre in Maseru.

The King is the African Union 
(AU) Champion for Nutrition as 
well as the Food and Agriculture 
Special Ambassador on Nutrition 
and Human Capital Champion of 
the World Bank.

In an effort to enhance 
food security and nutrition in 
Africa, he said, it was important 

Malnutrition costs Africa M375 billion: King
to identify and mobilise all 
relevant stakeholders to join in 
efforts to fight malnutrition so 
that objectives and goals could 
be achieved quickly and more 
effectively.

He said since he took up the 
role of AU champion for nutrition, 
he had participated in a number 
of nutrition-related events that 
have helped him to appreciate and 
understand the enormity of the 
scourge of malnutrition.

Lesotho is experiencing a 
triple burden of malnutrition – 
under-nutrition, over-nutrition, 
and micronutrient deficiency 
across all age groups, while low 
birth weight also remains a critical 
challenge.

This is according to the 
National Development Strategic 
Plan 2018/19 to 2022/23, which 
further shows that food insecurity 
and malnutrition remain chronic 
challenges and are key obstacles 
to Lesotho’s development agenda.

The nutrition situation in 
Lesotho is characterised by 
wasting, high stunting rates in 
children under the age of five 
years, widespread micro-
nutrient deficiencies in 
children, adolescents 
and adults and the 
growing incidence 
of diet-related non-
c o m m u n i c a b l e 
diseases (NCDs) 
which are 

costing lives and imposing a huge 
burden on the health system.

The King said it was clear, 
without adequate investment 
in nutrition, efforts to build a 
resilient nation that can drive and 
contribute meaningfully to the 
development of the nations would 
remain futile.

He indicated that research 
has taught him that in order to 
achieve maximum impact, such 
investments should be made 
during the early development 
of a child’s life to reduce the 
chances of stunting. The Lesotho 
Demographic and 
Health Survey 
of 2014 
found that 
one-third 
or 33.2 
percent 
o f 
children 
u n d e r -
five were 
stunted, 
a sign of 
c h r o n i c 

malnutrition that compromises 
not only children’s growth but 
also their cognitive development, 
education and employment 
chances.

These losses in human 
potential contribute to an 
intergenerational cycle of poverty 
and deprivation. About 45 percent 
of the adult population in Lesotho 
is stunted.

“Numerous well researched 
studies have been reporting 
that investment in nutrition can 
deliver impressive returns of 
16 dollars on every one dollar 
invested. This surely means 
that careful investment in 

nutrition programmes can 
never be regarded as useless 
expenditure,” King said. 

CELINAH MATSIE

MASERU – The Roman 
Catholic Church 
through its Sisters 
of Charity institute 

treated cancer patients to an early 
Christmas after offering them 
gifts as well as a mass at Queen 
Elizabeth II hospital on Thursday 
this week.

The Sisters of Charity did 
this to commemorate the birth of 
Mohlomi and to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of Pope Benedict XV’s 
Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud. 

To celebrate this anniversary, 
Pope Francis designated October 
as Extraordinary Mission Month 
and chose the theme: Baptised and 
Sent: The Church of Christ Mission 
in the World. In his sermon, 
Reverend Phillip Mahlatsa noted 

Early Christmas for cancer patients
illness was among many other life’s 
circumstances in which prayer 
is needed to make it through the 
worst of disease.

Mahlatsa said patients need 
faith. Speaking at the event, 
Ministry of Health’s Director 
General of Health Services Dr 
‘Nyane Letsie applauded the 
Sisters of Charity for the “good 
work you are doing in supporting 
the ministry of health”.

Letsie indicated divine 
intervention is needed as cancer 
treatment “is very expensive”.

She said: “Through all this 
support, the nation will find a cure 
for this disease as we all know that 
prayer changes everything”.

Letsie also pleaded with all the 
Basotho to test for cancer so as it 
can be treated at an early stage.

The registrar at the oncology 

clinic at Queen Elizabeth II, 
Mobashshar Hassan, said 
organisations like Sister of Charity 
act as spirit boosters to for their 
(medics) encouragement.

Doctor Kabelo Mputsoe, an 
intern doctor, said that there are 
many cancer patients in the country 
while doctors are few, a stumbling 
block in the fight against cancer 
and other diseases.

“My plea to the government is 
it should send more young students 
to medical schools so that we can 
have more doctors. That will make 
the fight against many diseases, 
cancer in particular which is more 
widespread, easier,” Mputsoe said.

For their part, the Sisters of 
Charity thanked the management 
of the hospital for letting them give 
support “as a sign of love” to the 
cancer patients.

“We have got neither gold nor 
silver but in God’s name we hope 
your lives will be changed. The 
most important thing in illness is 
never to lose a heart”, said Sister 
Immaculate Poka.

The patients, who also anointed 
with holy oil, also received gifts 
that included utensils.

On behalf of the patients, 
’Mabafokeng Seema said cancer 
has become a manageable part 
of their lives as they are able to 
get better treatment, thanks to 
government’s support.

“Cancer treatment costs 
about M130,000. We could not 
afford it and we are thankful that 
government has come to our 
assistance,” Seema said.

To the Sisters of Charity, she 
said: “We are very thankful and feel 
blessed to have you here today, you 
have not just prayed for us but you 
have mended our hearts which also 
needed to be healed and for that 
matter we consider you heavenly 
sent to us.”
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MASERU – Acting 
High Court judge, 
Justice Onkemetse 
Tshosa (Dr), on 

Thursday rejected the bail 
application by a retired soldier, 
Khutlang Mochesane who is 
charged with the attempted murder 
of former Public Eye and Lesotho 
Times editor, Lloyd Mutungamiri. 
Mochesane is charged along 
with Rapele Mphaki, Nyatso 
Ts’oeunyane and Maribe Nathane 
for the July 2016 attack.  Initially 
there were five suspects before one 
of them, Mahanyane Phusumane, 
was released from prison following 
the withdrawal of charges against 
him after he turned state witness.

Refusing to grant bail, Justice 
Tshosa said the reasons advanced 
by Mochesane do not warrant his 
release from detention.

In its judgment, the court said 
while Mochesane co-operated 
with police at the time, it could 
be because he had not yet been 
charged. The court also said 
consultation time at the Lesotho 
Correctional is not as restrictive 
after Mochesane had argued he is 
unable to effectively prepare for 
trial because of the limited time 
during which inmates are allowed 

Editor shooting suspect denied bail
to consult.

Further, the complainant had 
argued there are a few consultation 
rooms which makes it difficult to 
consult, which the court dismissed 
saying he seemed unsure of the 
number of consultation rooms 
since he had said there are three or 
four. The court said the available 
rooms are enough and rejected his 
application.

Mochesane and his co-accused 
have been in custody at the Maseru 
Maximum Prison since their arrest 
in November 2017.

Advocate Kabelo Letuka had 
asked the court to release his 
client so as prepare for his trial and 
that he would not abscond trial 
because he had been co-operative 
with the police prior to his remand 
in custody. “The petitioner was 
called to report to the Police 
Headquarters in Maseru on 23 
November 2017 and agreed with 
the police that he would present 
himself on 27 November when he 
was detained until 29 November 
when he was released and asked 
to report back the next day,” Adv 
Letuka said.

“The next day he reported 
at 8am but was made to wait 
outside the police station until 
1:30pm when he was taken to the 
Magistrate Court where he was 

charged with attempted murder 
and remanded in custody. He was 
co-operative with the police from 
23 to 30 November 2017 when he 
knew he was being investigated for 
attempted murder and that shows 
his willingness to allow justice to 
take its course.

“He has a family and assets 
here in Lesotho and would not 
abscond. He also served in the 
army for 32 years. The crown in 
its papers is saying nothing about 
why the petitioner may be deemed 
a flight risk.

“Section 6(5) of the 
Constitution states that any person 
who is not tried within a reasonable 
time (six months) while in custody 
may be released on conditions set 
by the court. We pray that he may 
be granted bail so that he can also 
prepare for his trial as he cannot 
access his lawyers effectively while 
in custody.”

For the crown, Adv Thulo 
Hoeane had argued that 
Mochesane is facing a serious 
offence therefore he may abscond 
trial. He said the petitioner 
could not be trusted by the court 
because he had given contradicting 
statements in his affidavit where 
he, at one point, denies and at 
another point agrees to have shot 
Mutungamiri.

“The accused is facing a 
serious crime of attempted murder 
and due to the stiffness of the 
punishment he is likely to get, he 
may abscond. He should not be 
congratulated for reporting to the 
police, which was the right thing to 
do. He only knew about his charge 
when it was read in court the day 
he was remanded in custody not 
when he reported to the police as 
investigations were still ongoing 
when he reported himself.

“He further states that he 
is attached to his wife who has 
hypertension but he is just a 
retired soldier with no medical 
expertise. He should not have gone 
back to the army to get tangled in 
this incident but instead should 
have remained an example to the 
young army officers.

“His detention situation is no 
different from other soldiers in 
custody because there are private 
consultation rooms in prison where 
he can meet his lawyers. In his own 
affidavit he denies shooting Lloyd 
Mutungamiri but again says he 
shot him while obeying superior 
orders, therefore he cannot be 
trusted by the court. We submit 
that he should not be granted bail 
as by operation of law, he is a flight 
risk due to the seriousness of his 
charge,” Adv Hoeane argued.
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LCD gears for elective  conference
KANANELO BOLOETSE

MASERU – The 
o p p o s i t i o n 
Lesotho Congress 
for Democracy 

(LCD) will hold its long-awaited 
conference to elect new leadership 
in December this year, the party’s 
spokesperson has told Public Eye.

LCD leader Mothetjoa 
Metsing’s six-year term at the 
helm of the party expired in 2018 
but members have not had the 
opportunity to decide who would 
lead the party next since Metsing 
was in exile in South Africa.

Metsing, who was elected 
to lead the party for six years in 
2012, fled to South Africa in 2017 
claiming his life was in danger, 
a claim which was rubbished by 
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane 
who declared him a fugitive from 
justice.

He came back to Lesotho 
in November last year under 
an agreement brokered by the 
Southern African Development 
Community (Sadc) but fled 
again a few weeks later, this time 
claiming the government had 
failed to honour its promise to 
provide him with round the clock 
VIP protection.

He came back home again 
earlier this year.

“The party will hold a 
conference on December 6 this 
year at Hlotse in Leribe to 
elect new leadership,” 
LCD spokesperson 
Te b o h o 

Sekata told Public Eye on 
Thursday.

Before assuming the reins of 
LCD, Metsing was the party’s 
secretary general.

Ahead of the party’s 2012 
elective conference, he led a 
faction in the party that staged a 
successful coup against the then 
LCD leader Pakalitha Mosisili.

In February 2012, Mosisili and 
44 other Members of Parliament 
left LCD to form a new party, the 
Democratic Congress (DC).

Following Mosisili’s 
departure, Metsing was elected 
LCD leader for a six-year term 
while other members of the 
National Executive Committee 
(NEC), starting from the deputy 
leader, were elected for a three-
year term which expired in 2015.

In 2015 a new NEC, excluding 
Metsing, was 
elected for 
another 
three-
yea r 

term which expired concurrently 
with Metsing’s term last year.

No term limit exists for 
the position of LCD leader, 
guaranteeing Metsing an 
opportunity to throw his hat in the 
ring and contest for the second 
term.

Political analyst Professor 
Kopano Mahao told Public Eye 
this week there was hidden conflict 
in the party which members will 
take to the conference.

If the conflict is not managed 
well, Makoa said, LCD would 
emerge divided from the 
conference.

“The conference is likely to be 
full of tension and disagreements. 
It will take an astute leader to 
manage that conflict, failing 
which the party will be riddled 
with divisions. They should try to 
resolve their conflicts before they 
go to the conference,” he said.

Unresolved leadership 
conflicts and ensuing splits 

have routinely contributed 
to the fall of LCD which 
has split five times since 
it was established in 
1997.

Its former deputy 
leader Kelebone Maope 
jumped ship in 2001 
and formed the Lesotho 
People’s Congress 
(LPC).

Maope was followed 
by Thomas Thabane 

who served divorce 
papers on 

L C D 

in 2006 to start the now ruling All 
Basotho Convention (ABC).

Six years later, LCD split 
again when Mosisili formed DC 
while in 2014, Keketso Rantšo, 
who was the party’s secretary 
general, jumped ship to form 
her own Reformed Congress of 
Lesotho (RCL).

In turn, Selibe Mochoboroane 
who succeeded Rantšo as 
secretary general left in 2017 to 
start the Movement for Economic 
Change (MEC).

Metsing has led LCD to three 
national elections in May 2012, 
February 2015 and June 2017, to 
come out in the third spot on all 
occasions.

His LCD formed a coalition 
government with ABC and 
Basotho National Party (BNP) 
between 2012 and 2015, before 
entering into another coalition 
government with the DC and 
other smaller parties in 2015. 

That seven-party coalition 
collapsed in 2017 to be replaced 
by the current four-party ruling 
coalition comprising ABC, BNP, 
Alliance of Democrats (AD) and 
RCL.

DC and ABC held their 
elective conferences in January 
and February respectively, while 
BNP’s conference, which was 
initially scheduled for July, was 
postponed at the 11th hour to 
November 1.

This was after seven BNP 
members on July 2, filed an urgent 
High Court application to block 
the party’s conference on the 
grounds that its announcement 
was not made in accordance 

with the party’s constitution 
requiring that BNP members 
be given at least 90 days’ 
notice before the conference is 
convened.

While DC conference 
shifted power from the party’s 
founding leader Mosisili and 
saw the relatively young 
Mathibeli Mokhothu take 
over, ABC’s conference left 
the party divided and on the 
brink of collapse.

Mokhothu and his DC 
have seemingly capitalised 
on the troubles in their 
opponents camp by 
moving at great speed 
to meet the electorate 
around the country.

In less than a year, 
Mokhothu has held 
meetings in 65 out of the 

80 constituencies.
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MASERU - First Lady 
Maesaiah Thabane 
yesterday presented 
journalists with 

certificates of attendance upon 
completing an intensive training 
course on infertility and sterility 
held on October 3, 2019.

Thabane said she saw the need 
to sensitise the media on infertility 
and sterility so they can help break 
stigma around infertility and 
infertile women in Africa who are 
mostly discriminated against for 
not being able to conceive despite 
them not necessarily being the 
ones with a problem.

She said even though women 
in African countries are blamed 
for failure to conceive, infertility 
and sterility affect both men and 

First Lady Maesaiah Thabane honours 
journalists

. . . combats stigma attached to infertility

women.
“It is sad to see people being 

abused and discriminated against 
because they cannot have children. 
Not being able to conceive hurts 
on its own no matter the riches 
one may have.

“It is high time we worked 
together with the media to 
eradicate the stigma around 
infertility and sterility while also 
informing and teaching societies 
on procedures to be followed in 
trying to conceive,” she said.

She noted journalists are 
drivers that can either break or 
build the country therefore they 
should be empowered, prioritised 
and be included in the country’s 
budget, further impressing upon 
the need for a media policy.

Thabane said all these 
years she has never heard the 

Government putting a budget 
for journalists to be used to send 
them for training.

However, she noted, from 
now onwards she is going to make 
it her business to ensure the 
media fraternity is respected and 
empowered in Lesotho.

“I have started and will be 
working towards empowering and 
taking journalists to workshops 
that will expand their expertise,” 
she noted. 

Prime Minister Thomas 
Motsoahae Thabane applauded 
the First Lady for the good work 
she did, which he said marks the 
beginning of a friendship between 
the media fraternity and the 
Government.

He pledged to ensure that 
journalists are safe and have 
access to information and freedom 

of speech.
He had experienced the good 

work done with intelligence by 
journalists who aim to protect 
and empower instead of breaking 
people and communities as a 
whole, he noted.

“Journalists should work 
hard and use the information and 
skills they learned to disseminate 
information about infertility and 
sterilisation in order to break the 
stigma.

“People commit suicide 
because they can no longer stand 
discrimination and pressure of not 
being able to have children.

“With enough, relevant and 
accurate information, people 
can be able to access counselling 
and health services which might 
help them with the challenge of 
infertility and sterility,” he said.
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MASERU – Lesotho referee 
Souro Phatšoane has been 
appointed assistant referee 
for the 18th edition of the 

FIFA U-17 World Cup which kicks off next 
Saturday in Brazil.

Phatšoane officiated at the 32nd 
edition African Cup of Nations (AFCON) 
that was hosted by Egypt from 21 June to 
19 July this year, in which he broke the 
record as the first Mosotho to supervise at 
the AFCON.

Lesotho Referee Association (LRA) 
Public Relations Officer, Maponyane 
Letsie, told Public Eye in an interview 
this week that Phatšoane left for Brazil on 
Friday.

“Officials who are going to officiate 
in this U-17 World Cup in Brazil have to 
arrive in Brazil some days before games 
commence because they have to attend a 
refresher workshop,” Letsie said.

Earlier in August, the FIFA Referees 
Committee announced it had appointed 
20 referees, 40 assistant referees, five 
support referees and 17 Video Assistant 
Referees (VARs), representing all six 
confederations.

Nine Confederation of African Football 
(CAF) officials have been appointed.

The contingent is led by three referees: 
Victor Gomes from South Africa, 
Reduoane Jiyed from Morocco, as well as 
Amin Omar Mohamed from Egypt.

They will be assisted by Phatšoane, 
Lionel Anrianantenaina Hasinjaraosa from 
Madagascar, Lahcen Azgaou and Mustaph 
Akerkad from Morocco, Attia Amsaeed 
from Libya, and Abdallah Mohammed 
Ibrahim from Sudan.

The tournament will be hosted between 
October 26 and November 17.

Originally, it was planned that Peru 
would host the tournament between 
October 5 and 27. 

However, it was announced in February 
that they would no longer host the 
tournament, following inspection of the 
facilities and concern over organisational 
challenges.

A formal announcement on March 15 
ratified the recommendation to move the 
tournament to Brazil.

England were the defending champions 
but will not defend their title after they 
were eliminated in the group stages. 

England become the second consecutive 
title holders that failed to qualify.

Big break for Lesotho 
referee Phatšoane


