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‘No ARV shortage’ - Kabi
MATHATISI SEBUSI

MASERU – The 
country has enough 
ARV stocks to last 
until June 2020, the 

Minister of Health Nkaku Kabi 
said on Thursday while renewing 
an appeal for more money to 
purchase the life saving drugs.

Kabi told Parliament the 
recent run on ARVs was because 
of the influx of South African 
based Basotho who collect stocks 
for six months.

The majority replenish their 
stocks in December when they 
come home for the festive season, 
he said. The minister’s statement 
followed reports the country was 
low on ARVs.

Kabi however said the 
perceived drugs shortage was 
a perennial occurrence in 
December due to the migratory 
nature of Basotho working 
abroad. To ensure this group 
was adequately catered for when 
abroad, the ministry had agreed 
to give the migrants at least six 

months’ supplies, replenished 
twice a year.

Kabi said while it was true the 
ministry had experienced a brief 
funding hiccup after the ministry 
of finance could only stump up 
M200 million of the M466 million 
it required to import the drugs, 
the Global Fund had stepped in 
and covered the shortfall.

“It happened that there was a 
tender or a request to find ARVs 
that will cover us from January 
to June 2020 but (it) was very 
expensive the ministry could not 
afford this, but the Global Fund 
assisted us by paying for ARVs 
from January 2020 to June. 

“The ministry of finance only 
managed to give the ministry of 
health M200 million resulting in 
a shortfall of M266 million, but 
Global Fund covered the M266 
million shortfall,” Kabi said. 

The Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria (the Global Fund) is 
an international financing and 
partnership organization that 
aims to “attract, leverage and 

invest additional resources 
to end the epidemics of HIV/
AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria 
to support attainment of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals established by the United 
Nations.”  The upswing in 
the demand for Pre-exposure 
prophylaxis (PrEP) had further 
eaten into the ministry’s 
stretched budget, hence its 
failure to pay for ARVs without 
external support.

PrEP is an HIV prevention 
strategy where HIV negative 
individuals take anti HIV 
medication before coming into 
contact with HIV to reduce the 
risk of infection. The medication 
prevents HIV from establishing 
infection inside the body.

Kabi said PrEP costs as much 
as ARVs but urged the ministry 
of finance not to prioritize PrEP 
over ARVs as people stop using 
condoms in deference to PrEP. 
This costs the ministry of health 
even more money.

“Because of the prevalence of 
HIV in the country which rates 

at approximately 215 000 people 
living with HIV, please prioritize 
ARVs over PrEP as PrEP only 
encourages people to ignore other 
methods of protecting themselves 
against HIV with expectation 
that PrEP will give them all the 
protection they need.

“I also ask parliament 
that when it comes to issues 
concerning health, especially 
fighting HIV/AIDs, to all work 
together to ensure that budgets 
requested for ARVs pass as it 
is for it is for an emergency and 
cannot be compromised. 

“Being given a budget 
less than the one we require 
compromises us because we then 
have shortages of ARVs in the 
middle of the year,” Kabi said.

Lesotho has a population of 
2.2 million and has the second 
highest HIV prevalence in the 
world. HIV prevalence is high 
among key population groups in 
the country which include but 
is not limited to the youth, sex 
workers, the LGBTI community 
and factory workers.



Sunday December 08, 2019 3

News
Public Eye SundayOn

Adverts



Sunday December 08, 20194

News
Public Eye SundayOn

. . . Mochoboroane calls for separate anti-graft court

KANANELO BOLOETSE

MASERU – South 
African non-
profit group, 
O r g a n i z a t i o n 

Undoing Tax Abuse (OUTA), 
says the Ministry of Water’s 
advisor on the Lesotho 
Highlands Water Project 
(LHWP) Masopha Sole must be 
axed.

OUTA on Wednesday this 
week wrote to the South Africa’s 
Minister of Human Settlements, 
Water and Sanitation Lindiwe 
Sisulu demanding that Sole be 
excluded from Phase II  because 
of his involvement in corrupt 
practices during Phase I of the 
gigantic project.

Sole, a former Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) 
of the Lesotho Highlands 
Development Authority 
(LHDA), was appointed advisor 
in 2011 after serving seven years 
in prison for taking kickbacks 
from contractors during the 
construction of the LHWP 
Phase I.

The LHDA, the LHWP 
implementing authority, was 
established by the 1986 order 
no. 23 as amended under the 
provisions of the LHWP Treaty. 

It is managed by a board 
of directors appointed 
by representatives of the 
governments of Lesotho and 
South Africa through the 
Lesotho Highlands Water 
Commission.

The authority’s core 
functions are to deliver water 
to South Africa and utilising 
the water delivery system to 
generate hydro power that will 
ensure a consistent peak power 
supply to Lesotho.

“We are concerned at the 
possible involvement in the 
LHWP II of Masupha Sole, 
the former CEO of the Lesotho 
Highlands Development 
Authority who was jailed for 
corruption in LWHP Phase I,” 
OUTA’s Operations Executive 
Julius Kleynhans noted in the 
letter to Sisulu.

Kleynhans said the 
project protocols prohibit 
the involvement of those with 
a dubious criminal record, 
especially involving corruption.

He said: “We have seen 

Call for Sole axing
…South African body cites dubious past

reports from as recently as 
November 2018 indicating that 
Sole is Lesotho’s technical 
advisor in the Lesotho 
Highlands Water Commission. 
Is Sole still involved in this 
project in any way, including as 
a consultant? If so, what is his 
position? If he is, why has the 
Ministry not put a stop to this?”

Kleynhans concluded: “We 
trust that you find the above 
in order and look forward to 
receiving your response by no 
later than close of business on 
January 10, 2020.”

OUTA’s letter was also 
addressed to Premier of 
Gauteng David Makhura, 
Ministry of Human Settlements, 
Water and Sanitation’s Chief 
of Staff Francois Hugo and 
the Department of Water and 
Sanitation’s Director General 
Deborah Mochotlhi.

LHWP Phase II, 
according to LHDA, consists 
of “two separate but related 
components”, water transfer 
and hydropower generation.

The water transfer 
component comprises an 
approximately 165m high 
Concrete Faced Rockfill 
Dam at Polihali downstream 
of the confluence of the 
Khubelu and Senqu rivers 
and an approximately 38km 
long concrete-lined gravity 
tunnel connecting the Polihali 
reservoir to the Katse reservoir.

The hydropower component, 
which is currently under further 
feasibility studies, may include 
a pumped storage scheme, 
conventional hydropower such 
as the expansion of the ‘Muela 
infrastructure or new greenfield 
sites.

Its exact form, according 
to LHDA, will be determined 
on completion of the further 
feasibility studies expected to 
be substantially complete by 
the end of 2024.

The Agreement on the 
LHWP II was signed on 
August 11, 2011 between the 
governments of Lesotho and 
South Africa.

In its Public Narrative 
Report on the Status of the 
Lesotho Highlands Water 
Project Phase II, published this 
week, OUTA indicated that at 
the signing of the agreement, 

the original intention was that 
water delivery from Phase II 
will commence in 2019.

“Now in 2019, eight 
years after the signing of the 
Agreement on LHWP II, 
the LHDA’s latest Master 
Programme (version 12 dated 26 
July 2019 on the LHDA website) 
indicates that Polihali Dam will 
be completed only in August 
2025 and the Polihali-to-Katse 
transfer tunnel in February 
2026,” read the report.

It further indicated that this 
is on condition that the two 
main construction contracts (for 
Polihali Dam and the Polihali-
to-Katse transfer tunnel) will be 
awarded on time, that there is 
no further political interference 
from either Lesotho or South 
Africa and that construction 
proceeds as planned. 

“Based on the current 
progress in the awarding of 
tenders and applying realistic 
timelines for such a complex 
project the delivery date of early 
2026 may still be optimistic. 

It is the personal opinion of 
the author of this report that the 
first water will not be delivered 
before late 2026 or early 2017. 
This will be eight years later 
than planned,” according to 
the report prepared by Helgard 
Muller.

Muller advised that the 
governments of Lesotho and 
South Africa should honour 
the LHWP Treaty of 1986, 

Protocol VI and the Agreement 
for LHWP II.

“The Treaty as amended 
with Protocols I to VI are 
well thought through and 
sound documents based on 
international best practice 
for projects of this size and 
complexity,” he noted.

All the hard lessons learned 
during Phase I have been 
incorporated in these binding 
bi-national agreements, 
Muller said. He added: “The 
governments and the Ministers 
and their delegated officials 
now have the responsibility 
to honour the detail of these 
agreements.”

LHWP Phase I, already 
completed in 2003 and 
inaugurated in 2004, was split 
into Phases 1A and 1B.

The main physical features 
of Phase 1A are the Katse dam, 
the transfer tunnel from Katse 
to ‘Muela Hydropower station, 
the Muela Hydropower station 
and appurtenances and the 
delivery tunnel to the border 
with South Africa.

Phase 1B involved the 
construction of the Mohale dam 
and the diversion tunnel to the 
Katse dam.

Both phases also 
involved the construction of 
infrastructure such as tarred 
roads, feeder roads, bridges, 
camps, health facilities as well 
as environmental and social 
programmes.
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Of repentant rapists and apathetic men

One of the most difficult things 
about surviving cancer is hearing 
about the death of someone else 
from if. I realise now that I have 
become so sensitive to death 
reports. 

I remember someone from 
a support group that I am in 
telling us that at times she feels 
guilty for surviving. I felt that 
today after I heard of the death 
of Pastor Neyi Zimu. It really 
got me thinking, I got that rare 
second chance at life and I had 
best not waste it. 

May his dear soul rest 
in peace. As we get close to 
wrapping up the 16 days of 
activism, I wonder what it will 
take for women and girls to 
be safe again. When will the 
brutality stop? At what point 
will our male counterparts 
aknowledge that we are human 
just like they are and deserve 
to be treated with dignity and 
respect and that our lives matter. 

In just the past couple of days 
I have heard shocking stories 
of a young lady being stabbed 
25 times and her body being 
burnt. Another being raped and 
stabbed to death. 

A six-week old baby battling 
for her life in ICU after being 
raped by her uncle – her mother’s 
brother. A toddlers’s death 
from being beaten by a maid. A 
woman undergoing emergency 
surgery for a cracked skull from 
being battered by her husband. 

What is this world coming 
to! What will it take to end this 
madness! 

Such people should have a 
special seat reserved for them 
in hell! I fail to understand what 
will be going on in the mind of 
the perpetrator as he hears the 
agonising cry of a baby whilst 

Guest Column

Rethabile Mahopolo

he rapes her! When a man raises 
his hand to beat the woman he 
proposed to, the woman who 
mothered his children, the 
woman who makes sure he has 
a decent home to come to every 
evening. 

And how is it that despite all 
efforts, things seem to be getting 
worse instead of better. Every 
morning I have to hold my breath 
praying for my daughters to get 
through the day safely. 

Do these men realise just how 
difficult they are making life for 
us? How do you take a knife and 
stab a human being 25 times? 
How do you take a match a light 
up a human body? 

Are these really men or are 
we now living with demons in 
human form? Then when they 
get caught and are sent to prison 
they come back with the “I have 
found Jesus” story! The hell you 
have!! I really need to apologize 
to God but some things are very 
difficult to swallow. 

I believe in the amazing grace 
but this kind of violence should 
be as unforgivable as grieving the 
Holy Spirit! 

I say this because I have 
experienced the brutality of a 
man first hand. Yes, I got over 
it. Yes, I am in a different space 
now. But I can never forget. 

No matter how many prayers 
I make and no matter how many 
alter calls I respond to, I can 
never forget. 

My faith says I should 
forgive, but my mind burns him 
in hell every single day. Think of 
this six week old baby battling 
for her life and having had to 
undergo reconstructive surgery 
for damages inflicted by this sick 
pathetic man! We are praying 
she survives but the entire 

story of her life has been forever 
changed. How is she supposed 
to deal with knowing why she 
is not like other girls when she 
grows up? How will she handle 
an inability to have a child when 
she is a woman? And how is she 
to take it when the person who 
did this to her now carrys a 
bible and stands behind a pulpit 
proclaiming God’s grace?

People always say warriors 
are born out of pain, yeah that 
may be true but listen, pain 
hurts and it’s not something to 
be glorified. Don’t dare tell me 
that my pain made me who I am 
today. No! 

My pain broke me. It took 
every single iota of willpower to 
pull myself together and survive 
each day to where I am today. 
Why can’t we build great warriors 
from positive experences? 
Wouldn’t it have been great if I 

could say my happy abuse-free 
stable childhood made me who 
I am? Or that my non-abusive 
husband made me a better 
woman? What will it take for us 
to get stories like that? 

As a woman I am tired, as 
a mother I am weary and as 
human being I am disgusted! I 
am disgusted at a justice system 
that will convict a woman for 
killing a man she found raping 
her daughter. 

I am disgusted at a system 
that sympathises with the 
perpetrator at the victim’s 
expense. I am disgusted at 
women who don’t give a rat’s 
behind when their sons violate 
someone else’s daugher but will 
scream murder when it is done to 
their own. 

I am disgusted at families 
that whisper behind closed doors 
about abuse instead of kicking 
those doors down and seeking 
justice for the abused.

 I am disgusted at parents 
that force their daughters to 
keep sharing their beds with 
monstrous men all in the name of 
seriti sa lelapa. 

Above all I am disgusted 
at men who see all these things 
happening and continue to sit 
in pubs sipping on their beers 
without giving a damn about 
what their fellow beings are 
doing! 

If they could use the same 
energy they waste on soccer and 
politics towards ensuring that 
women and girls are safe, then I 
am sure some notable progress 
would have been made by now.     

Pastor Neyi Zimu
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RELEBOHILE TSOAMOTSE

MASERU - The 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Court on Thursday 
questioned the 

decision by two detained 
soldiers - Lance Corporal 
Motsieloa Leutsoa and Tsitso 
Ramoholi to petition the court 
for their release on bail.

The court said the 
applicants ought to have 
petitioned the High Court in 
its original jurisdiction not the 
constitutional court.

One of the presiding judges, 
Justice Keketso Moahloli 
said the constitutional court 
does not have jurisdiction to 
entertain bail applications.

“I have a problem with the 
fact that this court is asked to 
order the release of the accused 
persons on bail,” Justice 
Moahloli said.

Moahloli said the court had 
been convened to determine 
the constitutionality of section 
109A of the Criminal Procedure 
and Evidence (Amendment) Act 
10 of 2002 not to interrogate 
the issue of bail, adding that 
the applicants should approach 
the High Court in its ordinary 
jurisdiction for release on bail.

Their lawyer, Advocate 
Napo Mafaesa asked the court 
to release the accused on bail, 
adding the advent of section 
109A of the CP &E violated 

ConCourt queries soldiers’ bail bid

the constitution as it (the 
CP&E) permits their detention 
until trial. The constitution 
though emphasizes their right 
to liberty and underscores the 
presumption of innocence until 
found guilty.

Leutsoa and Motsieloa 
want the ConCourt to purge 
section 109A of the CP&E for 
contradicting sections 4 (1) (b), 
6 (5) of the constitution.

Section (109A) of the CP 
&E states that the court shall 
order continued detention 
of the accused until they are 
prosecuted.

 “The Court shall order 
that the accused be detained in 
custody until he or she is dealt 
with in accordance with the law, 
unless the accused, having been 
given a reasonable opportunity 
to do so, adduces evidence 
which satisfies the court that 
exceptional circumstances exist 
which in the interest of justice 
permit his or her release.”

In contrast, section 4 (1) (b) 
of the constitution emphasize 
the right to personal liberty while 
section  6 (5) states that: “If any 
person arrested or detained 
upon suspicion of having 
committed, or being about to 
commit, a criminal offence is not 
tried within a reasonable time, 
then, without prejudice to any 
further proceedings that may be 
brought against him, he shall be 
released either unconditionally 

or upon reasonable conditions, 
including in particular such 
conditions as are reasonably 
necessary to ensure that he 
appears at a later date for trial 
or for proceedings preliminary 
to trial.”

Motsieloa and Ramoholi`s 
complaint is that the CP&E 
by introducing exceptional 
circumstances has ensured that 
they are subjected to inhuman 
treatment in detention.

“We aver that the advent 
of Criminal Procedure and 
Evidence Amendment Act of 
2002 by introducing exceptional 
circumstances has ensured that 
we are subjected to the above 
prevailing circumstances which 
in our considered view amounts 
to exceptional circumstances for 
purpose of bail application but 
the courts have failed to give 
judicial consideration for the 
same hence our application.”

The duo said they should 
and are only required to prove 
on a balance of probabilities 
that their release from jail will 
not prejudice the interests of 
justice and thereby argue that no 
other meaning can be attached 
to section 109A of CP&E Act 
other than ordinary common 
bail requirements.

“We aver that any 
interpretation accorded to 
Criminal Procedure and 
Evidence Amendment Act 10 of 
2002, section 109a thereof, that 

we have to prove something out 
of ordinary as pre-condition for 
our release is unconstitutional 
to the extent that it negates 
our right to presumption of 
innocence and right to personal 
liberty as fully accorded by the 
constitution of Lesotho.

“I aver further that 
Criminal Procedure and 
Evidence Amendment Act 10 
of 2002, section 109A thereof, 
is contrary to section 6 (5) of 
the Constitution of Lesotho in 
that it inroads on separation 
of powers principle, in that 
the courts should discharge 
their constitutional mandate 
guided by evidence and facts 
and no other consideration 
which serves no legitimate 
government purpose,” Leutsoa 
said in his affidavit. They argue 
that the living conditions they 
are subjected to at the Maseru 
Correctional institution amount 
to exceptional circumstances 
and therefore warrant their 
release on bail. 

Leutsoa wrote in his affidavit 
that the holding cells at LCS are 
overcrowded, unhygienic and 
filthy and that a cell is packed 
with 20 plus inmates adding that 
during the night when nature 
calls detainees help themselves 
in the presence of others. 

He also stated that a mattress 
meant for one individual is 
shared by three people and that 
blankets are scant.
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Do-or-die COSAFA clash for 
Makoanyane XI  

NTHETHE MAPHAONG 

MASERU – Lesotho’s 
Makoanyane XI will 
have to play out of 
their skins today 

(Sunday) to beat Mauritius 
when they lock horns in the 
COSAFA 2019 Men’s Under-20 
Championship in Lusaka.  

The championship got 
under way in Zambia last 
week Wednesday when the 
Makoanyane XI played 
Madagascar at Nkoloma 
Stadium. They lost 3-0 in the 
Thursday match.

Today’s match is now a do-
or-die affair for the Bob Mafoso 
charges who need to win to retain 
an interest in the competition 
which countries use to blood and 
hone talent.

Makoanyane XI still have 
to face defending COSAFA 
champions South Africa, next 
Tuesday in another group 
B fixture. South Africa and 
Madagascar are in the driving 
seat of the group with Amajita 
sitting on pole position on goal 
difference. They both have three 
points. 

Makoanyane XI and 
Mauritius are languishing at 
the bottom of the group with no 
points. 

Amajita began the defence of 

their title with a 5 - 0 thumping 
of Mauritius last Thursday. 

Mafoso who is doing 
his second tour at the 
championships will have to make 
sure he registers his first win to 
avoid an early exit from the 
tournament. 

This is after his charges had 
a disastrous campaign in 2018 
having been eliminated in the 
group stages without registering 
a single victory. 

To avoid history repeating 
itself, the Mafoso coached side 
side will have to make sure that 
they win their two remaining 
games or the long ride home will 
be a sullen one. 

At COSAFA 2017 the 
Makoanyane XI went all the way 
to the final under the leadership 
of the experienced Leslie Notsi, 
now Technical Director with the 
Lesotho Football Association 
(LeFA). 

They lost 2- 1 to Amajita 
then coached by current Likuena 
head coach Thabo Seenong. 

The regional championship 
has been held annually in the last 
three years after taking a short 
break. Since then Amajita have 
been the stand-out performers. 

They have lifted the trophy 
on the last two occasions, and 
also reached the final in 2016 
where they lost to Zambia.


